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THE EFFECT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ON PUBLIC SPACE THROUGH
SPATIAL INTERVENTIONS: THE CASE OF BEYAZIT SQUARE

ABSTRACT

In this study, the effects of the spatial interventions of local governments on the
transformation of Beyazit Square, a public space, were examined. Squares reflect the
public lifestyle of their society as the areas where common living practices can be best
observed. Therefore, Beyazit Square has been determined as a field of study both by its
emergence as a public space in the historical process and by being shaped by the
conditions of the period and society. The city policy of local governments is shaped by
the period's political, economic, and social conditions. In this respect, the period of
change that started in the 1980s, both in Turkey and in the world, was chosen as the
starting year based on the 1984 local elections in Turkey, and the 2019 local elections
were excluded and evaluated until this period. The five-year administrative processes of
local governments in Istanbul, the political parties they are affiliated with, the conditions
of the period, and their approach to the city were evaluated. The change that Beyazit
Square has experienced with the interventions of the local governments has been
examined based on the information reflected in the newspaper news, the annual activity
reports of the metropolitan and district municipalities, the projects of the urban design
competitions, and the upper scale plans prepared in the relevant period. Beyazit Square
has always been a public space that municipalities, which are local governments, have
been interested in. This is seen in the headlines reflected in the newspaper news of the

period and the arrangements made throughout the history of the square.

Keywords: Public Space, Spatial Intervention, Local Government, Beyazit Square
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YEREL YONETIMLERIN MEKANSAL MUDAHALELERLE KAMUSAL ALANA
ETKISI: BEYAZIT MEYDANI ORNEGI

OZET

Bu caligmada, yerel yonetimlerin mekansal miidahalelerinin bir kamusal alan olan
Beyazit Meydani’nin doniisiimiine olan etkileri incelenmistir. Meydanlar, ortak yasama
pratiklerinin en iyi gozlenebildigi alanlar olarak bulunduklari toplumun kamusal yasam
bi¢imini yansitirlar. Beyazit Meydani tarihsel stirecte hem bir kamusal alan olarak ortaya
¢ikmasiyla hem de donemin ve toplumun kosullarindan etkilenerek bigimlenmesiyle
inceleme sahasi olarak belirlenmistir. Yerel yonetimlerin kent politikasi, ddnemin siyasi,
ekonomik ve toplumsal kosullar1 tarafindan sekillendirilir. Bu a¢idan hem Tiirkiye’de
hem diinyada 1980’lerle baslayan degisim donemi, Tiirkiye’de 1984 yerel se¢imleri baz
alarak baslangic yili olarak seg¢ilmis ve 2019 yilindaki yerel se¢imler disarida
birakilarak bu déneme kadar degerlendirilmistir. Yerel yonetimlerin Istanbul zelinde bes
yillik idari siiregleri, bagli bulunduklar siyasi partiler, donemin kosullar1 ve kente
yaklagimlart ele alinarak degerlendirilmistir. Beyazit Meydani’nin yerel yonetimlerin
miidahaleleriyle yasadig1 degisim, gazete haberlerine yansiyan bilgilerden, biiytliksehir ve
ilce belediyesinin yillik faaliyet raporlarindan, kentsel tasarim yarigmalarinin
projelerinden, ilgili donemde hazirlanmus iist 6lgek planlardan yola ¢ikarak incelenmistir.
Beyazit Meydani, yerel iktidarlar olan belediyelerin her donem ilgilendikleri bir kamusal
alan olmustur. Donemin gazete haberlerine yansiyan bagliklarinda ve meydanla ilgili

tarihi boyunca yapilan diizenlemelerde bu goriilmektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Kamusal Alan, Mekansal Midahale, Yerel Yonetim, Beyazit

Meydani

Vil
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1. INTRODUCTION

On August 17th, 2019, Ekrem Imamoglu, elected as the mayor of Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality in 2019, walked down to Beyazit Square from Sarachane, where the
municipality’s main building is located. Imamoglu, who examined the square and its
surroundings from the technical plans in an open-box pickup truck, said that there had
been a renovation going on for years in Beyazit Square, which he stated is a precious area,
and the car park was in a disused state, and the whole place is closed, and he instructed
his assistants to complete the arrangement of the square within six months at the latest.
He also stated that they would meet with the daughter of Turgut Cansever, who was the
owner of the winning project of an urban design project competition in the 1960s, and
that this project would inspire the square arrangement. He also added that they aim to
complete the project in a short time and bring the region to tourism quickly, and transform
the square into a place where Istanbulites can live history with pleasure (see, Figure 1.1.).

Beyazit icin talimat

.

BB Bagkani imamoglu, 6n-

ceki giin de Istanbul Beyazit

Meydani'nda incelemelerde bulu-
narak buradaki diizenleme calis-
malarinin en gec 6 ay icinde biti-
rilmesi talimatini verdi.

Sarachane’deki merkez bina-
dan Beyazit'a yiiriiyen Imamog-
lu, alanda bulunan IBB'’ye ait bir
kamyonetin kasasinin kapagini
actirarak kamyonet kasasina ko-
nulan meydana ait planlar tizerin-
den yardimcilarindan teknik bil-
giler aldi. Imamoglu, yardimcila-
rina Beyazit Meydan’daki diizen-
lemelerin en ge¢ 6 ay icinde bi-
tirilmesi talimatini vererek, yak-
lasik 7 yildir restorasyonu siiren
Beyazit Camii'nin durumu icin
de calismalar baglatiimasini iste-
di. Imamoglu, “Yillardir bir tadilat
s6z konusu. Tiim alan kapatilmis,
otopark kullanilamiyor. Bu kadar
degerli alanin yillardir bu sekilde
heba edilmesi ¢cok canimi sikiyor.
Arkadaslarimla teknik calisma-
yi gorelim istedik. Burasi cok hizh
bitirilecek durumda” diye konus-

Figure 1.1.: Instruction for Beyazit * (Cumhuriyet, 17.08.2019)

tu. Tarkiye'nin en Gnli mimarla-
rindan Turgut Cansever’in 1960’
yillarda meydan diizenlemesi icin
gerceklestirilen yarismada kazan-
digi projesini arkadaslariyla in-
celediklerini kaydeden Imamog-
lu, “Yanismayi kazanan, merhum
Turgut Bey'in kizi ile gériisecegiz.
Amacimiz, burayi, kisa zamanda
bitirip, bélgeyi hizlica turizme ka-
zandirmak, istanbullunun gelip
keyifle tarihi yasayabilecegi, her-
kesin tat alabilecegi bir alan ya-
ratmak” dedi. Imamoglu, gazete-
cilerin bayram siiresince gezdigi
ilcelerdeki gézlemlerini sormasi
lizerine, “Belediye baskanlari so-
kaklarda yiirimeli. Arkadaslarim-
la beraber, sorunlari yerinde tes-
pit etmeye devam edecegiz. Bir
kismina saglikh, orta ve uzun va-
deli céziimler bulacagiz. Isi yerin-
de denetleyecegiz. Hizh sekilde
¢6ziim bulduran bir belediyeci-
likle, Beyazit Meydani gibi ihmal
edilmis bitiin alanlar, vatandas-
larin kullanimina agmak istiyo-
ruz” diye konustu. e I¢ Politika

1 “Beyazit i¢in talimat”. Translation by me.



In this newspaper article published in 2019, a few points stand out in particular; the fact
that Beyazit Square has been under renovation for years is undoubtedly the first of these.
Within the scope of this news published in Cumhuriyet Newspaper, this point can be
understood with reference to an urban design project competition held in the 1960s. In
other words, at best, we see that a project for the square was started about 60 years ago
and yet, still needs to be completed, as stated in the news. Of course, this only shows what
we can reach within the scope of the news content. In many other newspaper reports, we
come across the unfinished renovation works of the square. Apart from newspaper
reports, | have heard the complaints of Istanbul University students, who are neighbors
of the square, many times. Because of my interest in the square, | spend a lot of time in
Beyazit. My observations and experiences also confirm this unending story. Throughout
this thesis research, I will also reveal other examples of the “organization” story of
Beyazit Square and try to include the historical importance of the square and the changing
forms of publicness through its relationship with power.

The second outstanding point is who the actors are mentioned concerning the arrangement
of a square. Within the scope of this news, we see that these actors are the mayor, the
technicians mentioned as his assistants, the architect, and the architect's daughter, who is
said to be consulted for his project. Here, the names of university students who spend
time on the square every day, those who are in the area to take action against the cost of
living, the shopkeepers of the Grand Bazaar, those who come to the second-hand
bookseller (known as Sahaflar Carsisi) to buy books, those who are in the area for the
libraries around the square, Hiiseyin Avni Dede? who sells his books with the other used
books in the square since 1968 under the plane tree, also those who just want to spend
time on the square beyond all these openings, in short, no one who actually spends time
in the area is mentioned. They are only the guests who are expected to come to the area
after the square is designed. Suppose those who hold local government are at least those
who intend to fulfill the requirements of representative democracy. In that case, these
people may have the opportunity to complain about what they do not like about the

organization of the square via the Internet. Or, if it is a local government that cares more

2 Hiiseyin Avni Dede, one of the symbols of Beyazit, is a poet who has been making a living by selling his
poetry books and antiques under a plane tree in the Sahaflar Cargisi at the entrance of Beyazit Square for
58  years  (see:https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/sahaflar-carsisinin-sembol-ismi-huseyin-avni-
dedenin-adi-58-yildir-altindan-ayrilmadigi-cinar-agacina-verildi-1995271).



about citizens participating in democratic processes, they can vote on the Internet for five
or six options that come out of the challenge contest, where their processes are never
announced. As can be seen, the issue of creating a public space is the issue of defining
the relationship between democracy and citizens. Different public figures appear in
different democracies. In my thesis, | will try to question the role of the power holders in
the space by the hands of technicians to legitimize all projects in the field. At the same
time, it will be one of the side issues of my thesis that the interventions of technicians,
who are referred to as bourgeois public and described as experts in their field, in the

construction of public and public space.

The third outstanding point is a continuation of the second topic in a way that has a
specific weight in terms of its separation from the second topic. As the mayor put it, there
is a dividing line between the users of the square and those who design it. As such, it is a
continuation of the second topic. The part that defines who the users are requires opening
a new case. The mayor says that when the arrangement of the square is completed, it will
be opened to tourists and Istanbulites who will come and experience the history here. The
first thing that catches the eye here is that tourists are mentioned as a user before
Istanbulites. The second striking thing is to keep tourists and Istanbulites the same, to
define them as “users,” to state that they are not a subject in the construction process of
the square, and to put them, especially Istanbulites, in a passive position.

Apart from these three prominent points, there are two more points that I would like to
emphasize and that will form the subject of this thesis along with other titles. These two
points are buried under different headings, even if, like the others, they need to be made
more explicit by the mayor. The first is that there is no emphasis on the “public space”
when discussing Beyazit Square. Accepting the square as a public space, a democracy, a
citizen-state relationship, and the structure of the balance of power can be addressed.
Although it is not explicitly stated that the square is a public space, the definition of actors,
users, and problems lead us to this conceptualization. | can say that another point that is
not clearly stated will be one of the main topics of the thesis; power relations and political
attitudes behind all urban interventions. A mayor’s statement that Beyazit Square has
been under renovation for years, as soon as two months after he was elected, undoubtedly
includes a criticism of the mayor, who was previously authorized to organize the square,

the political party he is affiliated with, and the political tradition he represents. Here, it



can be said that the cores of a political and ideological understanding are desired to be re-
established. The reference to Turgut Cansever’s urban design project and the emphasis

on the fact that space is precious can also be read in a similar way.

1.1. Aim of the Study

Beyazit Square has lost its quality of being a square in many respects. First, processes
such as renovation, restoration, road construction, pedestrianization, reopening to traffic,
and re-pedestrianization, which have been going on for years, damaged the sense of being
surrounded and made it difficult to perceive the square. We know that municipalities are
responsible for all these spatial interventions at the local level. In fact, a collapse story of
the square was written by the local government. | define this collapse story as the
“dissolution of the public space,” and in this thesis, | aim to discuss the dissolution of

Beyazit Square as a public space.

The “collapse story written by the local government” was, of course, used to bring the
subject up. In my thesis, I will also examine the effect of the ideological approach of the
local governments and the political party to which the local governments are affiliated on
the local politics and its role in shaping the public space directly by intervening in the
square spatially. In this thesis research, | will seek answers to the following fundamental

questions;

o What is the definition of public space, and where does this definition stand in the
relationship between the government and the citizen?

o How does the definition of the relationship between power and citizen emerge in
the spatial practices of local governments?

o What is the effect of these spatial practices on the dissolution of the public space?

o How has Beyazit Square changed with the interventions of municipalities, which
are local governments, and how has this change shaped the nature of the public

space of the square?

I hope this research will highlight the value of spatial interventions as well as the
normative approaches developed in the public space and cause the role of the actors who

are locally responsible for these spatial interventions to be questioned. I do not want to



end my purpose of doing this research without revealing my personal motivation;
Squares, in general, and Beyazit Square, in particular, have been a subject that | have
thought about a lot by establishing a relationship with everyday life. The fact that the
square has witnessed so many historical processes. Numerous factors inspired me to work
on this location, including the fact that Ilhan Berk once received the greetings of Sait Faik
Abastyanik at Kiilliik Kahvehanesi (coffeehouse), that the Kiillik Magazine, inspired by
the name of the coffeehouse, was closed due to Orhan Veli’s lines “How can | forget you,
my lover with Vesika”® such as the fact that it was the scene of the resistance of Turan
Emeksiz and all other students, and that it is still the arena of the endless struggle of
Istanbul University students. However, in the face of all this resistance and alternative
publics, the spatial interventions of the power holders that want to restrain it and keep it
under pressure are emptying the square. Recently, the phrases | heard the most from
someone who passed by the square were “what did they do to this place,” “the
construction of this place has not been completed for years,” and “we can’t walk.” But |
would like to remind you that there is “the principle of hope™*. The analysis of this
collapse, hopefully, will not only be an analysis but will at least give us insight into the
ways we can build the rise of publicness together, as we once did in the Gezi Resistance

or any revolutionary resistance in history.

1.2. Theoretical and Methodological Approach

The theoretical emergence of the notion of public space is based on political philosophy
and political science. The answers given to the question “What is politics” reveal different
views of publicness. There is much research on public space today, and in connection
with this, there are as many public space approaches. These approaches are shaped
between abstract theory and concrete historical analysis. In other words, the public space
is used as a historical category that emerged in a certain period and is determined by the
conditions in which it was born, and on the other hand, it is used as an abstract category
that allows interpreting the historical process and transformations since Antiquity (Zabci,

3 “Nasil unuturum seni ben
Vesikali yarim?”. Translation by me. “Vesikali” means a woman holding an official permit to work in a
brothel.
4 The Principle of Hope (German: Das Prinzip Hoffnung) is a book by the Marxist philosopher Ernst Bloch,
published in three volumes in 1954, 1955 and 1959.



2012, p. 112). But space is not a given object. Ari Adut (2012) emphasized the spatial
essence of public space by saying “Yet the dominant approach to the phenomenon,
suffering from idealism and normativism, neglects the spatial core of the public sphere”
(Adut, 2012, p. 238).

In the research text, two different terms are used “public space” and “public sphere.” This
Is a difference arising from the normative and factual approach to the public space, which
| briefly mentioned above. Eric Dacheux (2012) evaluated these uses in contemporary
approaches as “theoretical approaches” and “empirical approaches” (Dacheux, 2012, p.
23). “Theoretical approaches” deal with the notion of public space in a bodily way. There
are questions about the presence of the European public sphere, its conditions, the
dysfunction of the democratic public sphere (media and institutional), or the theoretical
possibilities of the existence of a virtual public sphere. It is criticized that it is based on
ideological evaluations rather than the evaluation of the realities of the field on theoretical
approaches. “Empirical approaches” consist of field studies. In most cases, the theoretical
structure is intertwined with the existence of the events. The method of empirical
approaches includes studies such as examining collective movements in the public space,
public debates in the media, and examples of participatory democracy. Although
empirical approaches are essential in terms of embodying the notion of public space in
everyday life, they are insufficient in explaining structural problems due to the fact that
they are individual studies. Undoubtedly, finding a balance between these two approaches

is one of the most challenging goals of today’s academic studies.

In the category of “theoretical approaches,” there are philosophers such as Habermas,
Arendt, and Sennett. Dacheux (2012) says that these philosophers approached the public
sphere theoretically with their inquiries about the possibilities of the democratic public
sphere. However, other scholars, like Habermas, place a high value on the historical study
of the public sphere. Again, Sennett dealt with the public space with detailed spatial
analysis and examined the effect of this spatial structure on publicness. In this respect, a
notion may have multiple definitions emerging from different approaches, as well as
multi-layered meanings associated with historical change that occurred within a single
theoretical approach (Zabci, 2012, p. 120).



Briefly, the difference between public space and the public sphere is stated as follows.
The notion of the public sphere is generally defined as “everywhere or any place” where
collective action and dialogue can take place. In contrast, the notion of public space is
used to refer to a specific space. The public space is embedded within the public sphere
and, of course, cannot be separated from each other. However, they offer different
methods and tools in the study of publicness. Especially in Chapter I, where the literature
review for the public sphere is introduced, I accepted the philosophers’ own use of the
notion. However, | used the notion of “public space” as constituted “public sphere” in
Chapter 111, where | evaluated the findings related to my thesis. Although the public
sphere’s conceptual and theoretical starting point is political philosophy and political
science, this thesis analyzes the emergence and historical conditions of the public space
in urban places rather than ideological discussions. However, this does not mean that
ideological debates about public sphere are not seen. In this thesis, in which local
government experiences are examined, especially considering that the public sphere as a
political sphere is a reflection of state-citizen relations, it is stated that the actors of spatial
interventions, the political party they are affiliated with and the relationship they establish

with citizens ideologically correspond to the conceptualizations of the public space.

Another notion frequently mentioned in the text throughout the research is “publicness.”
Publicness has been accepted as one of the fundamental principles of normative
democratic governance since the late 18th century. However, philosophers have adopted
two different usages as publicness and publicity. For example, Arendt (1958/1989) uses
the notion of publicity and explains it as “everything that appears in public can be seen
and heard by everybody and has the widest possible publicity” (Arendt, 1958/1989, p.
50). It would be insufficient to reduce the condition of publicness to the condition of
general visibility. Publicness is more than just any form of visibility. It refers to a special
communication structure that enables citizens to act communicatively in the “public
space” (Splicha, 2016). However, as in the use of the notions of the public sphere and
public space, attention has been paid to the use of the notion as used by the philosophers

in their own works in this text.

As with most urban studies, studies on the public space are mostly related to the capitalist
relations of production, socioeconomic lifestyles, and historical conditions of Western

European and US cities. The level of abstraction that these studies offer to make sense of



the world, of course, provides us with a broad framework. However, the limitations of
both approaches were discussed above when talking about empirical and theoretical
research in the public space. Therefore, instead of directly adapting these approaches to
academic studies in Turkey, analyzing local political dynamics, state-citizen relations,
and production styles will make it easier to think about the possibilities of public space
in Turkey. Lefebvre (1991) emphasized local experiences by saying, “the worldwide does
not abolish the local” (Lefebvre, 1991, p. 86).

Again, the content of the founding values of the public space is shaped by the conditions
in a particular historical and social context. Urban space arises from the dialectical
interaction of the social and the spatial. Therefore, the results of human activity and
structural interventions produce urban space and public space. This production process is
a dynamic, conflicting, and contradictory process. It is possible to study how public
spaces, which are urban spaces, are generated and how the spatial interventions of the
local government influence the public space when urban politics and municipalities are
assessed within the framework of the production of space. Sonay Bayramoglu (2015)
states that today, the solution to local problems is left to the municipalities and that the
most important decisions that make it possible for us to live together in the city at all
hours of the day, starting from collecting garbage are made by the municipalities
(Bayramoglu, 2015, p. 21).

In this study, the spatial interventions of local governments in Istanbul, especially in the
local elections from 1984 to 2019, were examined by focusing on Beyazit Square. In the
research, in which the news reflected in the media was examined, the activity reports
prepared by the municipality, the urban design competitions opened in the period, the
high-scale plans and plan decisions about Istanbul, all small or large-sized physical
interventions (pedestrianization, lighting, intersection project, flower blooming) made by
the municipality, closed places, etc.) were discussed. First of all, I would like to explain
the method by which | examine local governments, the year intervals selected for the

study, and the reasons why archive scanning is so diverse.

I mentioned that municipalities, which are local governments, are everywhere in the city
and their role in shaping everyday life. The view of urban politics, which is effective in

shaping the city and urban spaces, is determined by the ideological approach of the parties



to which the municipalities are affiliated. Although there are municipalities and mayors
that make policies contradictory to this ideological attitude, there is often a similarity of
views between the local and the center in terms of urban politics, especially during the
periods when the political parties holding power in the local and central are the same. In
this case, first of all, the changing structure of local governments, which developed under
the conditions of the period both in the world and in Turkey, and the ideological structure
of political parties on a national scale, which developed with these conditions and local
dynamics and became institutionalized under a political party, and how all these
responded at the local level were investigated. Then, the urban interventions of the
municipalities were examined. The changing perception towards the functioning of local
governments has been reflected in a series of legal documents that define the areas of
responsibility and authority of local governments. For this reason, national legal
regulations that have been most effective in shaping the future of the city are also
mentioned without going beyond the scope of the thesis. While dealing with local
governments and their interventions, the interventions of the metropolitan municipality
and the mayor on the square are mostly included. However, the developments in line with
the powers of the district municipalities and the municipal council are also mentioned.
However, it should be noted here that it has not been possible to reach all the decisions
made in the municipal councils. It has been observed that most of the votes on the future
of the city are in the municipal council, and the resulting decisions are not shared publicly.
Especially after the 1980 coup, the liquidation of democratic participation mechanisms
has been the biggest factor in this. In this respect, access to the decisions of the municipal
council mentioned in this study is provided through secondary sources.

This method has been preferred since large-scale arrangements for squares are generally
under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan municipality. Again, one of the factors affecting
the publicness of the square is undoubtedly the changes in the immediate surroundings of
the square. There have been a number of developments that directly or indirectly affected
the square, such as the structures that have been closed for a long time due to the
restoration processes, traffic regulations, the development of transportation vehicles, and
the effect of the Grand Bazaar. In order to keep the scope of the thesis narrower, only
some of them were mentioned, mostly the direct interventions in Beyazit Square were

discussed.



In order to explain the importance of Beyazit Square, it is important to explain how it was
constructed as a public square in the historical process, and the power relations staged
over the square. In this respect, the changes that the square has undergone are briefly
discussed historically. At this point, it should be reminded that this is not a history thesis,
so many historical events are left out, and the developments that are thought to best reflect
the publicness of the square and the scene of power relations are discussed. The way to
understand and evaluate the understanding of municipal administration of a period comes
from knowing the local government organization and legal structure as well as the
practices of the previous period. In my thesis, the temporal process from the 1984 election
to the 2019 election has been examined during the ruling periods of local governments.
So much so that every five-year election period leaves its own management approach to
the next period, both with the projects that have been accomplished and what has not been

accomplished.

There are several reasons for choosing 1984 as the starting year of the research. First of
all, the economic and political developments since 1980 shaped the urban politics vision
of the mayor who was elected in 1984. In 1980, a program known as the January 24
Decisions, which included economic structural adjustments, was presented. It was not
possible to implement this program under democratic conditions, and with the coup d’état
on September 12, 1980, the functions of democratic institutions were suspended, and the
program could be implemented. The public space is shaped by the relationship between
the state and the citizen. The erosion of democratic institutions, the suspension of
democratic participation processes, and the emergence of an oppressive environment
have disrupted the public space and publicness practices. In this respect, focusing on this

year provides a good starting point for analyzing the dissolution of publicness.

Again, in these years, with all these developments and the neoliberal accumulation
process, it was given the establishment of metropolitan municipalities with legal
regulation. With another regulation, the principles of the economic income of the
municipalities were determined. While these regulations were effective in shaping
economic accumulation forms such as “marketing locally” and “earning through local,”
they also shaped the urban space in this direction and paved the way for the

commercialization of public spaces.
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Undoubtedly, opposing publicity practices have also been shaped in the process, and
Beyazit Square has become the field of action for these practices. This is also seen in
archive scanning, which examines the news reflected in the media. However, these
practices are excluded in line with the scope of the thesis. In this respect, the studies of
Negt and Kluge, which theoretically deal with the counter-public sphere, the relations of
production in the public space, and the class dimension, are less mentioned. However, in
this research interval, where publicness emerges in various forms, Beyazit Square has

been examined with different publicness approaches.

According to Kevin Lynch (1960), squares are intense activity centers created in urban
spaces (Lynch, 1960). An example of the definition of squares as “intense activity
centers” is seen in a news report that is reflected in the newspaper as “Squares that are
witnesses of life (see, Figure 1.2.).” Based on this newspaper article, | would like to
mention what archive scanning consists of and what limitations and problems are

encountered.
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In this study, the newspapers, annual activity reports, upper-scale plans, and urban design
projects published in the period were evaluated by content analysis method in order to
interpret the effect of the spatial interventions made in and around Beyazit Square with
the authority of the local governments in the examined periods. The most general
definition of content analysis was made by Bernard Berelson (1952), who made extensive
contributions to the scientific use of the concept. Berelson describes content analysis as
“..a research technique that makes unbiased, systematic (systematic) numerical
descriptions of the disclosed content of communication...” (Berelson, 1952; cited by Aziz,
2014, p. 133). However, a more comprehensive definition was made by Klaus
Krippendorff. Krippendorff (1984) defined content analysis as “A research technique that
makes iterable and valuable inferences from the data in a message” (Krippendorff, 1984;
cited by Aziz, 2014, p. 133). Although the content analysis method is a quantitative
method that emerged with the positivist paradigm, according to Zaidman-Zait (2014),
over the years, “it expanded from being an objective quantitative description of manifest
content to a subjective interpretation of text data dealing with theory generation and the

exploration of underlying meaning” (Zaidman-Zait, 2014, p. 1258).

The content analysis method has some limitations. The fact that the data selected for
evaluation is the researcher's subjective preference may cause the reliability of the
research to be questioned. In order to solve this problem, not only newspaper reports but
also annual reports published by municipalities were added to the data set. In addition,
urban design projects are also added to the data set, as they are publicly shared documents.
It was observed that some urban design projects still needed to be implemented while
others were partially implemented. In order to verify this, the information reflected in the

newspaper news and annual activity reports was evaluated together.

Cumhuriyet Newspaper has been determined as the main data collection source due to its
open access opportunities to digital resources. The collected data were divided according
to the year intervals and compiled in six tables (see, Appendix A, B, C, D, E, and F). The
news outside of the years focused on the research was also used to convey the social
developments of the period (see, Appendix G). Newspaper news mostly covered a
physical intervention in the square. In order to understand the political conditions of the
period or to convey the ideological perspective of city politics in the statements made by

the mayors, the statements of the mayors were used in some newspaper news, and they
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were not included visually in the thesis. However, for some periods, the source could not
be accessed from Cumhuriyet Newspaper, and various media organs were added to the
data set. Especially after the 1980 coup d’état, it was observed that not much news was
reflected in the media. Habermas also considers the means of communication as a public
sphere. This shows us that in addition to examining publicness through a physical space,
the media space is also interrupted as a public space, together with the constraints

experienced in accessing information.

The biggest reason for choosing newspapers as a data source is that the urban
interventions to be made by the municipality are not shared with the public beforehand.
In fact, the citizen, who should be active in a decision about the city, sees these decisions
after the project starts, either by experiencing them in the square or hearing them from
the newspaper news. In this respect, many initiatives for urban intervention have been
observed in newspaper reports. Some of these projects have not been implemented.
However, in this case, the unfulfilled square arrangements were also included in order to

reflect the urban approach of the municipalities.

After 2000, Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality started to prepare annual activity reports.
The first activity report for IMM was published in 2009, and the first activity report for
Fatih Municipality was published in 2006. Annual activity reports were examined, and
regulations regarding Beyazit Square were added to the data set. The urban development
decisions of the upper-scale plans were added to the data set in terms of both giving an
idea about the dominant urban approaches of the period and showing the regional usage
decisions about Beyazit Square and its surroundings. After the proclamation of the
Republic, the idea of designing the city with a design competition developed. It is seen
that the understanding of “participation” is limited to urban design competitions.
However, details about the competitions opened to the public were shared specifically by
their architects. In this respect, it was added to the data set as relatively easily accessible

information.

Meral Ozbek (2015) states the following in the first paragraph of the first page of the book
“Public Space,” which is one of the cornerstones of the academy in Turkey, in which she
compiles the discussions on the public space; “...Of course, it should be added that the
proper handling of such a ramshackle subject is beyond the power of this review and that
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making the concept useful in these lands requires a long-term and collective intellectual
effort.” (Ozbek, 2015, p. 9).

1.3. Structure of the Thesis

In the introduction, the actors involved in the formation and shaping of the public space,
based on a recent newspaper report about Beyazit Square, were conveyed in line with the
mayor's statements, and the imaginations about the public space were categorized and
problematized. In Chapter I, following the introduction, the emergence of the concept of
public space and different approaches to the concept are summarized. In addition, how
the concept began to be discussed in Turkey was conveyed in line with the influence of
the prevailing political and economic conditions of the period, and some of the academic
research centered on the concept were compiled. In the same Chapter, the relationship of
the public space with everyday life and the role of local governments in influencing
everyday life are mentioned. In the first part of Chapter Ill, the changes that Beyazit
Square has undergone in the historical process, which is considered a public space, are
conveyed through the interventions of those who hold power in the city. First of all, the
location and importance of the square in Ancient Rome were discussed, and the functions
that the square served as a public space were explained. After the end of the Byzantine
Empire, the administrative buildings built in the square during the Ottoman Empire were
mentioned, and the changing meaning of the square with the modernization movement in
the Tanzimat Period was conveyed. Again, the developments in the management of the
cities, which started to take place in the Tanzimat period, were discussed. After the
proclamation of the Republic, the effects of the central-local union in the administrative
administration of the city were discussed. The impact of prominent economic and
political developments of the period, such as the single-party period, Adnan Menderes's
zoning activities, the 1960 coup d’état, the communal municipality period and the January
24 Decisions, and the 1980 coup d’état, on the transformation of local governments and
shaping urban politics, were examined and evaluated specifically for Beyazit Square. In
the second part of Chapter Ill, starting from the local elections in 1984 until the elections
in 2019, the 5-year power practices of the local governments in Istanbul, the political and

ideological approaches of the parties, and the developments in the period are discussed.
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The physical interventions in Beyazit Square were conveyed based on the news reflected
in the newspapers, the activity reports of the municipalities, the urban design
competitions, the upper-scale plans, and the influence of the local governments in the
change of the public space quality of the square were questioned. In the conclusion part,
the findings are discussed in a wide framework and interpreted with a theoretical approach

to the public space.
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW ON PUBLIC SPACE

Who built Thebes of the 7 gates?

In the books you will read the names of kings.

Did the kings haul up the lumps of rock?

And Babylon, many times demolished,

Who raised it up so many times?

In what houses of gold glittering Lima did its builders live?

Where, the evening that the Great Wall of China was finished, did the masons go?
Great Rome is full of triumphal arches.

Who erected them?

Over whom did the Caesars triumph?

Had Byzantium, much praised in song, only palaces for its inhabitants ?...5
(Willett & Manheim, 1976)

The public sphere, in its simplest form, describes the common life of people and the
system they have established to build this common life together. The system established
for the regulation of communal life, on the other hand, stands at the base of the debates
on democracy and cannot be considered independent of politics. In this sense, every
democratic and political system built has led to the emergence of different definitions of
the public sphere. There are different definitions of the public sphere as well as the
definition of public space where people come together to build a common life. Analyzing
the public space is possible by examining the political, economic, social, and cultural

conditions of the society in which it emerged.

2.1. History of Public Space

In the middle of the discussion of “public space,” which is used as a mediating notion to
explain both normative and historical phenomena, there is essentially the purpose of

defining the relationship between democracy and citizens. Meral Ozbek (2015) says that

® Questions From a Worker Who Reads “Fragen eines lesenden Arbeiters” — translated by M. Hamburger
in Bertolt Brecht, Poems 1913-1956, Methuen, N.Y., London, 1976, (Willett & Manheim, 1976).
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it will be possible to understand how the public space develops in the modern sense, in
which contexts different public space models emerge, and how these differences are
associated with the understanding of democracy by removing the ambiguity of the notion
(Ozbek, 2015). In order to remove this ambiguity and do have a better understanding of
how public space is instituted, various theories have been developed on the public space,
some normative, some factual, and some standing at the intersection of these two. In this
chapter, 1 will talk about the approaches that have developed on the idea of public space,
explain what historical references these approaches have been analyzed in their own
context, look at their reflection on the debates in Turkey, and question the role of local
governments in producing space and building society through the public space. In doing
so, remembering that the purpose of this thesis is not to discuss all models of the public
space, | will mention some historical moments, the mention of which is essential for

understanding the notion of the public space.

Seyla Benhabib (1996) conceptualizes three different “public spaces” corresponding to
the three main conceptions in Western political thought. Benhabib has tried to make
different models of public spaces talk and communicate with one another. I will discuss
public space models through Benhabib’s classification and explain the common points of
these models and the areas where they differ. According to Benhabib, the first of these is
the “agnostic” view. The ideas of this view, which are based on the “republican virtue”
or “civic virtue,” are mentioned by Arendt. Another is known as the legalistic public
domain model. This model, which places the “just and stable public order” of the liberal
tradition at the heart of political thinking, began to emerge with Immanuel Kant’. The
understanding that imagines a democratic-socialist reconstruction of late capitalist
societies also represents the third conception of the “discursive public sphere” (Benhabib,
1996, p. 72). This public sphere appears mostly in the works of Jiirgen Habermas. One
criticism of these three conceptions came from feminists. Seyla Benhabib adds this
criticism, which first started with Nancy Fraser’s approaches, to her classification of
public space models. However, Benhabib did not add to his classification the “proletarian

public sphere” and the class dimension of the public sphere, which are identified with

" The acceptance of the public sphere as the basis of democracy refers to the concept of a self-constituted
social relationship. This political acceptance of the public sphere has its roots in Emmanuel Kant's texts
published in 1784 (Dacheux, 2012, p. 15).
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Oskar Negt and Alexander Kluge. In this respect, we can say that there is an incomplete

approach.

It can be said that the approaches examining the public sphere are common within the
framework of a unity of purpose. All of these models of the public sphere, which I have
briefly introduced, problematize political participation. However, they claim to solve the
deadlocks of “representative democracy,” and they explain the reason for the problems
of representative democracy with the dissolution of the public sphere in advanced
capitalist societies. Also, it can be said that public sphere models are built on the
distinction between private and public and that each government and the opposition,
which is a part of it, defines its field of activity in terms of how it handles these
distinctions in line with its ideological approach. In addition to common points, we can
say that they differ according to the way they view the public sphere and the historical
references they refer to.

As the first model, we can consider the agnostic model of the public sphere, which is
more commonly referred to by Hannah Arendt. Arendt (2012) defines the public sphere
as a space of freedom in her book “The Human Condition.” This space makes both
individuality and equality possible (Arendt, 2012). In this sense, the public sphere is
united by two principles, namely publicity, and partnership. She points to the principle of
publicity when she says that everything in the public sphere becomes visible to everyone
and that there is a common world for all of us except the one that belongs to us privately.
According to Arendt, the public sphere should ideally be sought in the social relations
that emerged in Ancient Greek cities. She categorizes human activities as labor, work,
and action by centering the ancient Greek city of Polis and separates the areas where these

take place as public and private.

However, the political life of the Ancient Greek Polis, idealized by Arendt, is based on
an unequal social order (Tarhan, 2016). The condition for the freedom of the police and
the emergence of free citizens on the political scene is the exclusion of women, slaves,
laborers, and non-citizens from public life. This process, which Arendt describes and
criticizes as “the rise of the social,” took place with the beginning of the political
participation of those who did not have the right to appear in the public sphere. In this
period, who will appear in the public sphere and which issues will be brought into the
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public sphere have been determined by the struggle of different social segments. The
public sphere is precisely the domain of these struggles. The conceptualizations of “labor”
and “work” involved in the private sphere and “action” in the public sphere remain
incomplete in the context of modern public sphere discussions. Therefore, the greatest
criticism of Arendt’s theory has come not only because it exalts and idealizes these social
relations but also because it excludes inequalities within these social relations. However,
Arendt’s emphasis on the concepts of active citizenship and plurality in her theory is very
important in terms of the critique of modern society in which individual interests and

alienation are dominant.

In Benhabib’s classification, the second public space model is called the “legalistic”
model. The basis of this model of public space, which belongs to liberal thought, is
“public dialogue.” According to Bruce Ackerman (1980), liberalism is a culture of
political “public dialogue” based on some communication constraints (Ackerman, 1980).
According to this view, citizens need the guidance of a liberal state to “reasonably” solve
the problem of coexistence (Ibid). According to this guidance, citizens should be willing
to participate in the existing debate about what is good. Although the liberal view has
more than one definition of the public space model®, their common point is to ensure the
protection of the public space by applying and guiding the impartial rules of the state in
the public sphere. In this sense, the liberal tradition defines the individual in the public
sphere in a legal context (Yiikselbaba, 2008).

Benhabib's criticism of the liberal dialogue principle is that although this concept
expresses one of the basic principles of the modern legal system, it is too narrow and
frozen to be applicable in real policy processes, namely in the public sphere (Benhabib,
1996). In a society governed by the principle of liberal dialogue, according to Arendt, not
only will the agonistic (confrontational) dimension of politics be blind, but it will also
harm the interests of oppressed groups. Zygmunt Bauman (1999) also states that liberal
democracy is notorious for not being able to resolve contradictions with what he said
about liberal democracy and the republic. Liberalism will be alone with a mass that is free

but lonely, who has freedom of movement but has no right to speak in the society in which

8 It is possible to talk about Ackerman, Rawls, Hayek, Johen, Nozick and many more liberal theorists. As
the classical examples of the contemporary liberal tradition, the views of Hayek and Rawls are very
important.
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they act, and cannot sense what purpose their freedom of movement will serve; He says
that in such a society, contradictions will emerge between freedom and equality, between
the individual and the society, between private and public welfare, which liberalism has
been very successful in not being able to resolve (Bauman, 1999, p. 167).

The third public sphere model in Benhabib’s classification is the “discursive public
sphere,” which is referred to by the works of Jirgen Habermas. Most contemporary
debates on public space are based on the ideas of Habermas. In 1962, German
philosopher/sociologist Jiirgen Habermas published a book named “Strukturwandel der
Offentlichkeit: Untersuchungen zu einer Kategorie der biirgerlichen Gesellschaft” which
was going to be translated into English in 1989 as “The Structural Transformation of the
Public Space: An Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society ” (Habermas, 1989) and
into Turkish in 1997. The German term dffentlichkeit eludes a variety of meanings when
translated into English as “public sphere.” Both terms imply a spatial concept, the social
sites or arenas. The “public,” which is a constituted body, articulates, distributes, and
negotiates the meanings in both. But while offentlichkeit denotes a larger, reterritorialized,
ideational substance or criterion meaning, “the English term “publicity” receive this sense
only in its alienated form (Negt & Kluge, 1993 (1972)). Habermas’s idea of public space
describes the bourgeois society, which finds its roots in the 18" century.

The difficulty of the term “public space” comes from the duality of which built a meaning
by including them (Ozbek, 2015). The words have a history that points out the social
developments and new paradigms of its field that they grow. All social classes and groups
have different ways of seeing and interpreting them. The term “public opinion” seems
very usual to us today, but it has a background that is gained its specific weight in
bourgeois society. Habermas places the model of the public sphere within capitalism by
examining its historical conditions. Accordingly, in feudalism, the representative public,
then the literary public, and then the political public were discussed. His theory deals with
the Hellenistic public, which is based on the direct participation of citizens in ancient
Greece, the representative public, where the social status of the feudal lords is visible, and
the bourgeois public sphere, which took its present form with the development of trade
in the 17" century. Habermas (1989) didn’t not only analyze the conditions of the
nascency of the bourgeois society, which also other public space theories try to do but

also, he made his assignments on the transformation and the disintegration of it
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(Habermas, 1989). Therefore, he finally deals with the collapse of the public sphere in
the welfare state. According to him, the public sphere has lost its publicity, and the private
sphere has lost its autonomy (Yiikselbaba, 2008).

Eric Dacheux (2012) analyzed the criticisms of Habermas’s thesis under four headings
(Dacheux, 2012). According to Habermas (1989), the public consists of equal and private
persons who negotiate the public good together (Habermas, 1989). Bernard Floris (1996)
objected to this: “The private public is always the product of mediation, whether public
(family, business, associations, etc.) or communicative (television, communications
agency, public opinion research institutes, etc.) (Dacheux, 2012). Likewise, Nancy Fraser
(1992) draws attention to unequal access and the illusion of equality between people of
different social statuses (Fraser, 1992). According to this republican vision, citizenship is
not a right exercised by equal and free individuals through elections, entrusting public
affairs to representatives, but a duty performed by each member of the community for the
benefit of all (Dacheux, 2012).

The subject of another criticism is the distinction between private life/public space and
public space/state. Habermas (1989) describes the bourgeois public sphere as a space
where private individuals discuss public issues (Habermas, 1989). However, with this
definition, the problem of determining the point where the private space separates from
the public space arises. One of the biggest criticisms of Habermas's thesis has come from
feminist theory. This approach, which stands out with Nancy Fraser's critique of
Habermas's model of the public sphere, says that every theory on publicity, the public
sphere, and public dialogue distinguishes between the private and public sphere. As a
solution, Fraser defines the boundaries between private and public space as permeable.
According to him, the existence of a public problem cannot be predicted in advance. An
issue belonging to the private sphere can be brought to the public sphere by the
negotiators. Again, Geoff Eley (1992) and philosopher Mitchael Walzner (2000) argue
that the distinction between the state and civil society is not as clear as Habermas puts it
(Dacheux, 2012; Eley, 1992; Walzer, 2000). According to Walzner and Eley, these
concepts are complementary to each other as well as different from each other. In other
words, the legal regulations determined by the state shape the public sphere and affect its

functioning.
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Another criticism is towards Habermas' claim to establish consensus based on universal
norms through rational communication. First, various elements of social oppression
prevent citizens from acting freely in public spaces. The other category of this critique
focuses on the reason. Contrary to the view that man's rationality is limited by his own
cognitive abilities and cannot solve complex systems, a systematic analysis of democracy
defines society as the unity of autonomous subsystems that do not derive their origin from
the people but that regulate themselves by interacting with each other (Dacheux, 2012;
Luhmann, 1990).

Finally, there is criticism regarding Habermas's definition of the existence of the public
sphere as a unique and singular sphere. Habermas described the emergence of the
bourgeois public sphere with historical and normative references. This definition is
universal, but in practice, it describes a conventional public space. However, Oskar Negt
(2018) has criticized the universality but uniqueness of the public sphere, saying that if
the bourgeois public sphere is capable of bringing to the surface a general interest, it is at
the expense of an abstract generality that does not take into account the multiplicity of

the concrete experiences of the citizens (Kluge & Negt, 2018).

Because of the limits of the bourgeois public space, which includes only “European,
educated, proper man,” the term wasn’t enough anymore to understand the late capitalist
modern society. The ideas of Habermas on public space needed to be extended to a
broader scale. This leads us to another approach we know as the “proletarian public
sphere.” After ten years, in 1972, German philosopher Oskar Negt and German film
producer and screenwriter Alexander Kluge published a book named “Offentlichkeit und
Erfahrung” which was going to be translated into English in 1993 as “Public Space and
Experience: Toward an Analysis of the Bourgeois and Proletarian Public Space” (Negt &
Kluge, 1993 (1972)). While Habermas was describing the bourgeois public space and its
structural transformation, Kluge and Negt were seeking the possibility of proletarian
public space based on the experience.

Negt, Habermas’s former assistant, says that experience, with wage constraints and a host
of deprivations, is travail. That is why Negt, based on historical events such as the
Commune or the German Revolution and their “workers’ councils,” introduces the
concept of a “proletarian public sphere” as opposed to the bourgeois public sphere. These

criticisms initiated a tradition of research, particularly in Angal-Saxon literature, which
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refers to the concept of the “counter-public sphere” (Negt, 2007) which today can be
translated into French with the expression “oppositional public sphere” (Dacheux, 2012).

The rapid growth of cities with industrialization requires revealing the relationship
between the social structure and space determined by the relations of production.
Analyzing the basic contradictions of capitalism in the first period of industrialization,
Marx and Engels also deal with the city with a dialectical understanding. For them, the
city is the place where the industry is concentrated, and workers are exploited, but on the
other hand, it is an integrating ground where the labor force can come together and fight
against exploitation. In this sense, although urban space is not yet emphasized as a
common, it is an organizing force in the context of publicness. The public space is
considered the space where the working class will establish their own oppositional
publicness while living and working together.

Finally, it is necessary to mention a vision proposed by Richard Sennet in public space
studies. Sennet (Sennett R. , 2011) in Authority questions the ambiguity of the boundaries
between the private and the public realm. At the same time, he investigated the reasons
for the emptying of public space and the return to privacy/private in the late modern
period. Sennett says that in the late modern period, people increasingly established
themselves without relating to each other. This is why he speaks of the collapse of the
public man (Olgun, 2017). In other words, it deals with the collapse of public life, which
gradually fades to the benefit of private feelings and turns into a place where passions are
hidden, and appearance is the main concern (Dacheux, 2012). According to Sennett, in
the late period, the public space turned into a dead public space. Individuals have now
focused only on their inner worlds and have begun to avoid encountering strangers other
than their own in the public space. At the end of the crisis of public life in the 191" century,
the public man encountered industrial capitalism, fear of involuntary revealing of
character, avoidance of emotions for defensive purposes, and increasing passivity occur
in individuals (Sennett R. , 2010, p. 253).

Sennet (2010) also evaluates the deadness of public space through urban design. The
possibility to interact with people in a public setting without having to conceal or impose
one's own ideals, according to Sennett, is the city's most significant aspect (Bahgeci,
2018). he public space, which is the cornerstone of democracy, has gradually lost its real

meaning with the new social relations and institutions brought by capitalism since the 19"
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century, individuality has dominated instead of sociality, and radical changes have
occurred in the behavior of individuals in the public space. With this process that brought
about the “intimate society,” the public space lost its vitality, and cities were divided into
communities and ceased to be an extension of human life.

In examining the creation, development, change, and transformation of spatial forms and
processes, as well as the tight connection between urban space and social dynamics, the
idea of public space plays a significant role. Richard Sennett sees urban space itself as a
large public space. In this respect, it differs from other approaches. Saying that the public
space was formed in the 18" century, Sennett investigates how the public space has lost
its function and how this affects urban social processes as comes to the present. The
concept of public space mostly corresponds to a sociological and political meaning rather
than a physical or geographical area in the literature. In Sennett, public space is a material
space and includes concrete areas such as streets and squares. In addition to the symbolic
and abstract content of the public space, its meaning has increased by giving it a concrete
appearance. These public spaces are like the soul of the city. They are the tools to
transform, shape, and rebuild the city physically, socially, and symbolically. The process
of establishing the parameters of communal living, the moral principles upon which it is
predicated, and the general direction of lifestyle is known as the public space (Keles,
2012).

With the understanding of functional urbanism that developed since the middle of the 19
century, the traditional public space was replaced by a public space derived from the
movement, and the function of the public space was reduced to the function of
transportation and movement (Gokgiir, 2008). In line with this, city planners have set it
as a social goal to design urban spaces where “unconditional solidarity” and “direct
relations” can be experienced. Sennett explains this situation by saying that the wide
boulevards opened in Paris were designed with the function of easily transporting
consumers who need new consumption spaces rather than merging different social groups
(Sennett R. , 2013).

What Sennett is trying to explain is this; with the disintegration of the feudal period and
the transition to industrial capitalism, it has created great changes in all areas of social
life, especially in public spaces. The personal luxury that stood out until this period left

its place to the collective luxury. Karl Marx (2021) explains this change with the
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phenomenon of commodity fetishism (Marx, 2021). However, the unequal relationship
between the worker who produces an object and the person who owns it is hidden, and
the attention of individuals is directed to the objects themselves instead of the social and

economic relations in which the objects are produced (Sennett R. , 2013, p. 194).

With the rapid increase in the activities related to mass production, the standardization of
the appearance of the produced objects, and the attribution of private personality traits to
material objects, the socialization of the lifestyle has begun, and the urban space has
become functional as an ideological tool (Firat, 2002). However, a new outlook emerged
between capitalism and public geography in two respects. The first is referred to as the
public-to-family retreat. The second is the questioning of the legitimacy of the public
space and the destruction of its integrity, along with the mental and psychological

transformation of public appearance (Sennett R. , 2013).

Eric Dacheux (2012) developed a combinatorial approach that takes into account the work
of Habermas, Arendt, and Sennett and summarized the common points of these

philosophers' theses on the public space under three headings:

The public space is where policies are justified. Through public spaces, citizens have
access to the knowledge they need to debate, express their opinions on, and pick the
person who will wield political power. Again, through the public space, they feel
themselves not only as those who will abide by the legal rules, but also as the makers of
these rules.

The public space is the foundation of the political community. Through the public space,
individuals belonging to different ethnic religious communities form a common political
community. The public space is a symbolic space that allows these relations to be
established.

The public space is where politics become visible. Political actors perform in public

settings where people may see and understand public concerns” (Dacheux, 2012, p. 21).

In Dacheux's attempt to try this definition, it is emphasized that the public space cannot
be reduced to its institutional dimension. The public space is not an institution. It is a
potential space open to all actors. It is not out-of-historical data but a social structure in

development.
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In every scientific discipline, some notions are sometimes left behind due to the
economic, social, and cultural conditions they are in, and sometimes they come to the fore
and become dominant in all kinds of social science studies. So much so that these notions
are made functional from time to time to produce solutions to the problems of the day.
The notion of public space, which | have discussed in my thesis and which | use to seek
answers to today's problems, is one of them in terms of its use both in Western societies,
where it originates and in Turkey.

It was mentioned that the notion of public space was used as a unifying concept for the
discussions that developed around concepts such as cultural self-determination,
pluralism, multiculturalism, and recognition of difference as a result of the developments
in western societies, especially since the second half of the 20™" century (Zabc, 2012). As
in Western academic literature, the influence of Marxism in political theory decreased in
Turkey in the 1990s, and the dominant concepts such as “class,” “imperialism,”
“exploitation,” and “labor” were tried to be forgotten by the oppressive attitude brought
by the political environment. However, by the end of the 1980s, there was a quantitative
and qualitative increase in public space discussions in Turkey, as in Western capitalist
countries and Eastern European countries. Particularly with the effect of the September
12, 1980 coup d'¢tat narrowing the field of politics and suppressing the practices of action
organized in the public sphere, debates on the public sphere have increased since the
1990s.

Giiven Giirkan Oztan (2013) stated that with the effect of the coup d’etat, individuals are
drawn to private life, and political action is excluded (Oztan, 2013, p. 172). Oztan says
that thinking about the public space in the 1990s was an opportunity to explore the
possibility of the political. In this period, it was thought that the debates in the public
space, which were handled by intellectuals with liberal views, with Western literature,
would be effective in solving Turkey’s democratic problems (Ibid.). With the translation
of Jiirgen Habermas’s book, a tradition shaped around his concepts of “transformation of
publicity” and “communicative rationality” began. However, Habermas’s definition of
the public sphere, leaving many issues out, was insufficient to understand the practices of
publicness shaped in Turkey. In particular, the concepts that Negt and Kluge first put
forward as “proletarian public space” and then “counter-public space” could not be

followed.
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The book “Public Space, ” compiled by Meral Ozbek, which was first published in 2004,
IS a vast corpus that has brought together the debates on the public sphere both in Western
academia and in Turkey. This book, which was expanded and reprinted after the Gezi
Resistance in 2013, is the most widely discussed in the framework of the public sphere
under three headings: “Conceptualizing the Public Sphere,” “Public Space, Politics and
Citizenship,” Public-Private Space Separation, Public Culture and Media™® presents the

main topics.

2.2. Role and Practices of Local Governments on Public Space

The obvious relation between everyday life and the development of public space leads us
to think of the importance of local practices in the formation of public space, which will
later create public opinion. Because the notion of public space, in its simplest form,
emphasizes the common life of people, the creation of a public opinion about the shaping
of this life and equal participation in these processes. The political power relations that
build common life are constantly reproduced in everyday life. Urban residents locate and
influence urban public spaces, which are weighted with the political connotations of being
public, in their daily lives as both the subject and the scene of politics and political power

relations.

In the introduction to their book published in 1972, Negt and Kluge (1993) mentioned the
importance of the concept of experience by saying, “It is our political interest in this book
to provide a framework for discussion that will open the analytical concepts of political
economy downward, toward the real experiences of human beings” (Negt & Kluge, 1993
(1972)). Habermas also states that the conception of the public space provides a holistic
framework that makes it possible to establish a relationship between historical structures
and human activity and subjectivity, and which enables us to associate them not only with
cultural and ideological forms but also with social structures while making historical
analysis of actions and events (Habermas, 1996). Meral Ozbek (2015) also states that the
concept of experience comes from Marxist literature, and in this respect, we owe it to

them. While grasping the social unity, the determining structure, the way of establishing

® The headings were translated by me.
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the relationship between culture (the way of life, experience, and interpretation) and
action arises from Marxist approaches working mostly on class, culture, and history.
Marxist approaches say that the social relations formed in the production process of
material life are made sense by collective and individual subjects only by experiencing
them (Ozbek, 2015, p. 11). In this sense, experiencing space is one of the important stages
in making sense of the space.

In his book The Production of Space, published in 1974, Henri Lefebvre (2014) states
that the urbanization process should be understood as a space production process and that
socially produced space also plays a role in the establishment and transformation of the
social (Lefebvre, 2014). One of the socially produced spaces mentioned here is the public
space. David Harvey (1988) has also developed a series of approaches that reveal the
relationship between social relations and space. In his books The Urbanization of Capital
and Consciousness and Urban Experience (Harvey, 1988), published first in 1985.
Harvey provided a more comprehensive and concrete analysis, saying that capitalist
urbanization constructs not only physical forms created by capital but also social relations
and forms of political consciousness (Robinson, 1998). Neil Smith (1990), a student of
Harvey, in his work titled Uneven Development: Nature, Capital and the Production of
Space (Smith, 1990), published first in 1984, combines Harvey's views on the relations
between spatial structures and social relations with Lefebvre's concept of social space
production and examines the relationship between the spatial and the social. In the
framework of geographical differences-capitalist production, he systematized this link
(Dogan, 2007, p. 12).

One of the actors of the publicness built in everyday life is the citizens, and another
important actor is the political administrations that have the power to shape the space with
their political decision processes and spatial interventions. These political processes are
carried out through local or central government officials or institutions. As Lefebvre puts
it, institutions that share the state and administrative power, devices responsible for the
functioning and security of the state, centers of political discourse, local governments,
and similar secular or religious formations are power centers that plan how the city should
be, and transform the city by reproducing all views, whether dominant or not, in everyday
life. Again, starting from Harvey's “historical-geographical materialist” approach, we can

see that space is a material product of social relations, that is, the role of space in the
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formation of social relations, the singularity of the local and the importance it attaches to
the content of social space. In this respect, there is a parallelism between the views of
Harvey and Lefebvre. The story of transforming, renovating, and changing Beyazit

Square in Istanbul has been shaped exactly as Lefebvre pointed out.

Lefebvre (1991) developed a triple scheme of perceived space, conceived space, and lived
space’®. his diagram provides a framework for understanding how space is perceived and
experienced by the state, capital, and the public in capitalist society. Lefebvre proposed
the concepts of spatial practice, representation of space, and representational space as the
spatial conceptualization of these elements (Lefebvre, 1991, p. 50). According to
Lefebvre, spatial practice is concerned with space as a material reality, and the spatial
practice of society creates its own space. Concrete areas such as buildings, trees, and
structures are areas of spatial practice and can be observed empirically. Therefore, it is
also associated with everyday life. But it also encompasses the production and
reproduction processes of the physical built environment. Spatial practices allow the
direct experience of space. Representation of space is the space of urban planners,
technocrats, and architects. Representation of space is used in spatial textures with the
knowledge and ideology of these technicians. Space representations are spaces organized
according to the logic of political power, the dominant ideology, economic order, and
discourse. Representational spaces are more difficult to detect than the other two. Because
it is formed by complex symbols and is subjective, not objective, like the other two
spaces. This scheme is important to us as it will establish an analytical scheme in the

examination of public spaces shaped by the local government (Ibid).

Public spaces in the city are considered to be carriers of social values that undertake
certain functions. These values are; the sense of citizenship, democratic ideals created by
collective feelings, good citizenship, and social responsibility (Bahgeci, 2018). Contact
based on interactions between various social groups is one of the public space's key
purposes (Banerjee, 2007). Certain conditions are necessary for the public spaces in the
city to fulfill their functions in a healthy way. Pelin Gokgiir (2008) stated that there are

three power centers in the urban space; economic actors, planners, and elected officials.

10 This scheme is only part of Lefebvre's theory. Another important pillar of Lefebvre's theory of space is
the periodization of space. In academic research, this triple schema is frequently used in studies where
capitalist social relations are ignored. In this respect, the schema causes the space to be viewed only from
a descriptive perspective.
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All of these power centers have very important effects on public spaces (Gokgiir, 2008).
However, there is no mention of the citizens who built the city and life with their actions
and participation in the public sphere, as this is an incomplete expression. However,
various social and economic processes can say that some of the power centers mentioned
above come to the fore according to the conditions of the day when the public is not strong
enough. As the subject of this thesis, it will be discussed that the spatial interventions of
local governments and how the local governments shape the public space and, in

connection with this, everyday life.

The functioning of participation processes is the subject of a democratic debate. However,
public spaces are the spaces where these discussions are experienced and concluded. In
the case of strong public opposition, they are spatial areas where the decisions taken are
objected to with action. In this respect, democratic participation can be achieved, at least
in the presence of a strong public. Ozbek (2015) speaks of areas of direct or semi-direct
democracy where everyone engaged in collective work participates in negotiations to
determine the design and functioning of the work (Ozbek, 2015, p. 129). A hybrid type
of self-government in which representatives, managers, or planners are held to high
standards of responsibility, at least by the recall!, is referred to in this context as “quasi-
direct democracy” by Ozbek (Ibid).

When urban politics and local governments, which are municipalities, are considered
within the framework of shaping public spaces as space production, the first thing to be
said is that social classes and groups that have become actors by being politicized are
trying to be effective in the comprehension and experience of social space with their
spatial representation projects (Dogan, 2007, p. 20).

11 Recall is a system that guarantees that public officials, elected officials, and/or bodies who are unsatisfied
with their work and transactions or who break their campaign pledges be removed from office by a certain
number of people before the end of their regular term of office (Erdogan, 2020).
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3. APUBLIC SPACE IN iSTANBUL: BEYAZIT SQUARE

The squares present navigates of the life of its inhabitants. They mostly reflect the power
relations of the dominant ideology that affect the public opinion of those who live there.
As Beyazit Square is a square where these power relations have been experienced since
the Roman Empire Period, it stands in an important place in terms of understanding the

development of the public space in the process that has survived until today.

3.1. A Brief History of Beyazit Square

It is possible to trace the history of Beyazit Square back to the Roman Era. Even though
there isn’t much information about, especially everyday life, the place where Beyazit
Square is located now, an outline of a narrative can be reached from mostly the foreign
resources and from the travelers of that time. From the Roman Era to today, Beyazit
Square has always had an important role in social and political life. The topographical
features of the area where Beyazit Square is located had a great impact on this. Beyazit
Square is located on the third of the seven hills of Istanbul. In studies on the history of
Istanbul, the boundaries of the city are not always clear. Two main axes that define the
development of the city have been formed in the region, which is within the borders of
the old Byzantine, which can be expressed as the Golden Horn and the hills around the
Golden Horn. Atmeydani, Hagia Sophia, and Topkap1 Palace are located on the northeast-
southwest axis, while the southeast-northwest axis passes through Beyazit Complex,
Fatih Complex, and Edirnekapi. These axes connect the three platforms of Istanbul
(Kiper, 2015). The aforementioned second axis has been an axis where power relations
have been visible throughout history. Around this axis, daily life shaped by culture,

education, and commercial activities also find its place.

The square was known as the Roman Forum Tauri (Theodosius) in the Roman Era and
later the Forum of Theodosius in the Byzantian Era (Kuban, 1993; Miiller-Wiener, 2001).
The word Tauri means bull. It is known that the name of the bull was chosen for this
reason for the area where the animal market was known throughout history (Kuban,

1993). In this respect, it is seen that the square had a commercial function. The forum
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wasn’t exactly where Beyazit Square is located today, but when it was built in A.D. 393

when under the reign of Theodosius I, it was the biggest square of the city.

The forums are known as the squares of Rome and are similar to the Greek agoras. For
the Romans, forums were places where trade was plundered, entertainment activities were
organized, politics were discussed, and social relations were established (Tiimer, 2007).
Although the imperial character of Rome was effective in shaping urban public spaces,

some formal and usage differences emerged in Byzantine Rome.

With the conquest of Istanbul by Fatih Sultan Mehmet in 1453, construction activities
started to create an Islamic city. The first palace building was built in the area north of
the square, where Istanbul University is located today (the Old Palace). The kulliye!?
which was built in the name of Beyazit |1, is one of these constructions. It is known that
squares were used for many functions in the Ottoman city. These functions emerge as a
set of different structures that are generally shaped around a kulliye, such as arches, inns,
courts, soup kitchens, schools, and madrasas (Cerasi, 1999). Unlike the squares that
generally develop around a specific function in Turkish and Islamic cities, Beyazit Square
embodies these various functions. According to a classification made by Sebnem Onal
(1994), after the 15" century, Beyazit Square has a “formal” feature as a government
square where the administration and the old palace are located. On the other hand, it also
carries an “informal” character with the services and commercial functions for the civil
structure in the area (Onal, 1994). Beyazit Square is named after Beyazit Mosque
(Yesilkaya, 2003), which can give a clue of how religion, which is a topic of private space,
has an effect on shaping the public space in Ottoman Era. In addition, the courtyard areas
of the mosques were used as a public space, and the houses formed neighborhoods by
locating around these mosques. The extent to which these public spaces are open to

women informs us about the constraints of publicness.

Although there is not much information about how the square was used, especially on a
local and small scale, from the 15th century to the beginning of the 19" century, it is
known that it was a gathering place for various ceremonies. It is also known that the

meeting place of great riots and, at the same time, the square served as a stage for

12 Kulliye is known as complex. It means the structures such as madrasahs, soup kitchens, public fountains,
libraries, and hospitals built around a mosque.
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punishment after these riots were suppressed. Again, it was reported by the traveler Petrus
Gyllius, who visited the city a century later, that Fatih cut down the trees and bushes in
the square due to a “security threat.” Again, this is an indication of the interference in the
public sphere by the power. The change in the historical process of Beyazit Mosque,
which was started to be built together with the Beyazit Complex and completed in 1505,
has been effective in the formation of the square. According to the information obtained
from various sources, Beyazit Mosque has an inner courtyard and an outer courtyard.
Beyazit Square was also located between the Old Palace, the outer courtyard, and the
madrasa buildings. As a result of the restoration works carried out in 1797 and 1879, the
outer courtyard of the mosque was destroyed®®which caused the expansion of Beyazit
Square (Yesilkaya, 2003, p. 103).

In 1826, Beyazit Square was started to call as Seraskerlik Square with the abolishment of
the Janissary Corps (known as Vak’a-l Hayriyye, which means “auspicious incident) by
Sultan Mahmud 11. With this event, while the authority of Mahmud Il over the empire
was strengthened again, he destroyed the influence of the Janissaries on the capital.
Beyazit Square turned into Seraskerlik Square, the administrative center of the new army,
and became a prestigious stage of military ceremonies (Yesilkaya, 2003). This incident
is a good example as it shows that Beyazit Square is a scene of a power struggle.

The understanding of the governing-managed citizen of the period is effective in the
emergence of the public space. This situation also plays a role in the formation of
institutions. Especially after the Tanzimat Period, which started with the edict declared in
1839, institutions that constantly changed with the modernization movements were an
actor in the shaping of the public space. When we look specifically at Beyazit Square, the
environment of the square has been shaped by the changing institutions and structures,
and in connection with this, changes have occurred in the purpose of use of the square, in
everyday life, and in the practices of publicness. Dogan Cetinkaya (2008 says that the
public sphere expanded with the emergence of the modern state during the 19" century.
The emergence of a modern education system in the Ottoman Empire, the construction

of a central bureaucracy, the increase in the activities of the merchant class, the growth

13 For more information on the effect of the historical changes of Beyazit Mosque on Beyazit Square, see
the doctoral thesis titled “Transformation of a Public Space in the Nineteenth Century Istanbul: Beyazit
Square” written by Nese Giirallar Yesilkaya.

33



and diversification of the middle class, the fact that women began to become more active
outside the household, the acceleration of journalistic activity are examples of the

expansion and diversification of the public space (Cetinkaya, 2008).

Before the Tanzimat Period, local government services were carried out by guilds,
foundations, and kadis, and municipal administration was based on Islamic principles
(Keles, 1991). It was not possible to talk about the democratic participation understanding
of local governments, which were mostly dependent on the central government. Along
with the modernization processes that came with the Tanzimat Period, the understanding
of local government began to change. Many legal arrangements were made from the
Tanzimat to the proclamation of the Republic, but urban policies were formed not by the
demands of the bourgeoisie as in Western societies but by the state's will to control social
life (Tekeli, 1983).

The first municipal organization, Sehremaneti, founded in 1855, is another institution
established in the modernization process. This institution, which made arrangements for
many squares after its establishment, was active in 1866 for the demolition of the
Serasker** Office and the Old Palace structures on the north side of Beyazit Square
(Hasol, 2014). The Ministry of War building, which was given to Istanbul University,
was built in place of the structures that were later demolished. On this building's side
facing Bakirclar Avenue, the present stores were constructed behind the garden wall,
changing the architectural style of the square (Kuban & Kahya, 1987). Before moving on
to the understanding of publicness that changed with the proclamation of the Republic in
1923, it is necessary to mention the importance of the 1908 Revolution, which is known
as the 2nd Constitutional Monarchy among the people, which had an important effect on
the expansion of the public space. Stating that politics started to use the streets and squares
in this period, Cetinkaya (2008) says that the opposition movements in the period were
reflected in the space, and in this sense, the functions of the squares gained importance
(Cetinkaya, 2008, p. 133). Again, the first municipal elections were held in 1908, after
the proclamation of the Second Constitutional Monarchy. However, the square gained a
different function after the proclamation of the Constitutional Monarchy and became the

place where death sentences were applied to the opponents (Akin, 2021). In this sense,

145erasker means the title that was used between 1826-1908 and corresponds to today's Ministry of National
Defense and the Chief of General Staff.
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the square still exists under the authority of power as a place where symbolic power is
also displayed.

With the proclamation of the Republic, there was no major change in the understanding
of local government. Only during this period, the duties of local governments have been
defined together with the legal regulations. In addition, a law that has been prepared
defines the political rights of women. In this sense, we can say that the public space has
expanded relatively, and women are included. In the single-party period of the history of
the Republic, the party organization and social and administrative institutions were
intertwined. Sometimes the party presidency and the mayorship were combined, and

sometimes the local administrators assumed the functions of local government.

Tarik Sengiil (2009) makes three different periodization regarding the post-Republican
period in Turkey. The first of these is named “urbanization of the nation-state” and refers
to the period between 1923 and 1950 (Sengiil, 2009, p. 103). In this period, the state’s
centralization efforts and attempts to create a citizenship-centered society have critical
spatial dimensions. Although this period necessitated a break from the Ottoman Empire,
it had some continuity, especially in local governments. When the topography of the city
is examined on the scale of Istanbul, problems such as the transportation network with
dead-end streets arising from the organic city structure and the lack of sufficient means
of controlling the local units of the center have shaped the post-Republic city formation
and the functioning of the local governments (Tekeli, 1973). This situation caused the
emergence of an institutionalized local government structure, especially in the first years
of the Republic. Again, in this period, the relocation of the capital from Istanbul to Ankara
for the construction of a new nation was another factor affecting the urban development
in Istanbul and the structure of local governments. The Law of Municipalities of April 3,
1930, made municipalities responsible for the provision of many urban services.
However, due to the lack of economic resources and personnel, municipalities have been

unable to fulfill even their fundamental duties (Tekeli, 1982).

When the Republic was declared, Ali Haydar Yulug was serving as the local administrator
in Istanbul. During the presidency of Yulug in 1923-1924, Architect Asim Komiirctioglu
had a design prepared for Beyazit Square as part of the urban renewal project. With this

arrangement, flower beds were built around a double fountain pool, also known as
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“Haydar Bey Pool” among the people, and an intersection where the trams make turns
was built around the pool (Giiltekin, 1996) (see, Figure 3.1.). The pool adorned the city
with its scenery, helped clean the sewers inexpensively, was used to prevent the growth

of a possible fire, and helped connect the different levels of the square. However, as it

stands, it was far from describing a public space.

¥/stanbuly G1gezid Moo | vt P

Figure 3.1.: SALT Research, Photo Archive
Resad Ekrem Kogu (1960) explained this situation as follows:

Istanbul Municipality has killed the square by having a large pool and flower beds built around
the pool, and has taken care of numerous roads passing through a treeless park. It should not be
forgotten that the square is a flawless space in the city where the people of that city, good or bad,
can gather. [...] Squares are halls of rallies, great political demonstrations, revolutions, without
walls and ceilings that gather tens of thousands of people; That is why tyrannical and despotic
administrations did not like the squares at all. They tried to destroy the squares with pools, beds,
trees, and to narrow the area where human feet could step as much as possible, under the name of
enlivening and beautifying the squares®®. (Kogu, 1960)

15 Translation by me.

36



The square was used as a traffic junction until the end of the 1930s (Giilersoy, 1999). In
1933, the War Office building was given to the university, marking a significant turning

point in the square’s history that has persisted to this day.

According to Tarik Sengiil's (2009) urbanization periodization in Turkey, the period
between 1950 and 1980 was named as “urbanization of labor power” (Sengiil, 2009). The
most distinctive difference of this period was the movement of large populations from
rural to urban areas. In this period, the state primarily focused on rural development
policies. However, especially with the modernization in the field of agriculture, a labor
surplus occurred in rural areas, and this surplus labor population migrated to rural areas.
The state's limited investments in urban areas caused local communities to be the
dominant factor in urban development. This situation resulted in solving the need for
shelter with slums and seeking unemployment in the informal sector (Sengiil, 2009, p.
123).

The separation of the governorship and the municipality took place on 1 March 1956.
Adnan Menderes was given the title of “Honorary Mayor of Istanbul” by the Municipal
Council on 1 June 1957 due to his reconstruction works. In the 1950s, Menderes wanted
to use a proposal submitted by Sedad Hakki Eldem!® for Beyazit Square in the
arrangement of Beyazit Square, which was one of the large-scale reconstruction
movements. In this period, the fact that the square arrangements lasted for a few years
created a wide debate and resonated with the public. These construction activities changed
the face of Beyazit Square, but Eldem'’s proposal was not used (Yesilkaya, 2003). Eldem's
project envisioned connecting the university level to the Ordu Caddes level with a series
of stairs (see Figure 3.2.). The slope was used as design data in Eldem's project. However,
this proposal left the space needed by a square in the background. That's why Eldem
thought of expanding the square to the other side of Ordu Street (Bayrak, 2019). It was

also planned to build a new pool on this street.

16 See Sedad Hakki Eldem's proposal: (Eldem, 1983).
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Figure 3.2.: Sketch by Sedad Hakki Eldem for Beyazit Square in 1958, SALT
Reasearh, Sedad Hakki Eldem's Colleciton

Concerns that Beyazit Square had lost its functionality both as a square and as a square
resulted in the organization of a square competition in 1958. For the remodeling of the
square, Prof. Luigi Piccinato, Prof. Hans Hogg, and Architect Turgut Cansever had
projects prepared, and Cansever's project was chosen to be implemented. Cansever's main
goals for the square in his scheme are; pedestrianization of the square, which has turned
into a traffic intersection, highlighting the monumental structures, arranging the
contradiction of direction of the Beyazit Mosque and university buildings, and making
the description of the place (Bayrak, 2019). In this period, competitions for square
planning again put the “competition” before the principle of democratic participation in
the formation of public spaces. Turgut Cansever’s project has not been fully implemented.
Although the square was pedestrianized first, it was later used as a parking lot and bus
stop (Giil, 2017). Again, the fact that the project still needs to be implemented shows that
even the concept of publicity reduced to competition is not successful. Instead, publicity
should be built with the active participation of citizens.

The mass that came together in Beyazit Square on April 28, 1960, to protest the political
power carried out one of the most important political actions in Turkey's recent past. This
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event is also the first of the student movements that will determine the political life of the
country in the coming years. In this respect, this example shows the opposite publicness
practices of the period. In these protests, a student named Turan Emeksiz lost his life as
a result of the fire opened by the police. After the 1960 coup d'état, the idea of building a

monument in memory of Emeksiz was put forward.

With the 1960 coup d'état, the mayorships were handed over to the governors and district
governorships for two years. The period between the two coups appears as the period
when Turkey was relatively free. In this period, we see that the public space emerges as
a counter-public space that hosts oppositional movements such as opposition worker-
student movements. This situation could also be followed by the news about Beyazit
Square reflected in the media. In this period, it is seen that the news about the protesters
who appeared in the square for protest rather than the intervention of the mayors or the

municipality on the square took place in the newspapers.

The squatting brought about by the population increase along with the migration from the
countryside to the city also shaped the political relations and local administration's
understanding of this period. Especially at the end of the 1960s, two different approaches
developed to respond to the demands of the society living in the slums. The first of these
used tools such as amnesty, providing essential services such as roads, water, and
electricity in order to obtain the vote of the communities living in the slums. Another
period was the questioning of the slum problem in a radical framework and placing the
issue within the problem of social justice by the section within the CHP that turned to a
leftist line (Sengiil, 2009, p. 132). Especially in this period, with the CHP's approach to a
leftist line, the emergence of the Turkish Workers' Party, and the rise of effective
opposition and opposition movements, the understanding of the urban problem as a

justice problem has been shaped.

With the elections held in 1973, Republican People's Party (CHP) candidates won the
mayorships and council memberships in large cities. For the first time, local government
experiences have been strengthened with the coming to power of different parties in the
central government. In this period known as “communal municipalism,” new municipal
principles such as “autonomy,” “participation,” and “social justice” developed. In this

period local politicians under the roof of CHP developed new approaches that prioritized
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slums and their needs in big cities and emphasized use value versus exchange value
(Tekeli, 1992). The CHP, which won the local elections in 1977 in big cities such as
Istanbul, Ankara, and lzmir, started to develop larger-scale and systematic policies for
the management of municipalities. However, this period, which is also called “new
municipalism,” lost its effect over time due to reasons such as leftist orientation in local
governments, the central government being generally under the control of right-wing and
conservative parties, the emergence of a new form of economic accumulation, and is

foreign to the struggle on the street.

3.2. Spatial Practices of the Local Governments on Beyazit Square from 1984
to 2019

In the second part of the study, the effect of municipalities, which are local governments,
in shaping the space was mentioned. In this context, the bureaucratic development process
of the municipalities in Turkey and the effective actors are discussed. In this chapter, the
change, development, and effect of the local government’s understanding in the process
from 1984 to the last local elections in 2019 will be examined in Istanbul Beyazit Square.
However, since the year 1980, there have been major changes that will affect the coming

years, which is the subject of the thesis.

The period after 1980 was named “urbanization of the capital,” according to Tarik
Sengiil’s (2009) periodization of urbanization in Turkey. In this period, the abandonment
of industrial investments to a large extent and the emphasis on the service sector caused
large cities to become the focus of private and state assets. With the increase in the rent
obtained from urban areas, especially in the 1990s, large and medium-sized investors
started to invest in cities. In this case, it was seen that both central and local governments
opened up administrative and legal space for them. Therefore, this period was when the
urban space was commercialized, and the exchange value came to the forefront rather
than the use value. The military regime played a fundamental role in transitioning from a
“labor-centered” urbanization period to a “capital-centered” period (Sengiil, 2009, p.
139).

The 1980 coup d’état was a major turning point in local governments as well as

throughout the country. With the coup, all mayors were dismissed, and all local councils
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were dissolved (Acaroglu & Atauz, 1982). Along with a legal regulation!’, municipal
revenues were increased by putting into effect financial regulations that could not be made
during the civil administrations period, and with this practice, instead of boosting local
administrations' authority, this method was intended to make it easier to solve urban
issues that had gotten worse and to depoliticize local administrations (Kogak & Eksi,
2010).

The practices of the military administration regarding the cities are not only aimed at
ensuring urban order and security. The first steps of urban entrepreneurship that will
dominate the next period were taken in this period (Keskinok, 1986). Again, with the
outward open, export-promoting accumulation model known as the “January 24
Decisions”, it was aimed to remove the industrial areas, especially in Istanbul, from the
city centers. In this period, the infrastructure of the marketing of cities and their
transformation into places of consumption by commercialization formed. For this
purpose, plans such as strategic plans and regional development plans have been prepared
in order to make cities compete in order to attract large capital to the city. With these
plans, the city is divided into zones with function definitions, such as central business
areas and tourism development areas. Also, in this period, the previous policy of local
governments to provide urban services in favor of the poor was abandoned, and the
strategy of providing services below the cost became the policy of all local governments
(Giiler, 1992).

Governors replaced the mayors who were dismissed after the 1980 coup d’état. In this
period, they carried out more daily services and did not make large investments or
constructions (ilkin & Tekeli, 2004). With the law on the establishment of Metropolitan
Municipalities in 1984, additional financial opportunities were provided to metropolitan
municipalities.’® On the administrative scale, this situation has led mayors to become
stronger vis-a-vis the municipal council and have a greater say in city politics as the sole

actor.

With all these developments, the understanding of urban politics has been shaped.

Especially in terms of urban interventions, great changes have begun to occur in these

17 Law No. 2464. Municipal Income Law
18 Law No. 3030: Law on the Administration of Metropolitan Municipalities
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years. In this chapter, from the local elections in 1984 until the elections in 2019, in line
with the developments in the social, political, and economic fields on a national and
international scale, the interventions of local governments, especially the mayors of
Istanbul, in Beyazit Square will be examined, and the public space quality of the square

will be questioned.

3.2.1. Quiet public space under the effect of 1980 coup d’état: marketing of
the local (ANAP era from 1984 to 1989)

After the coup on September 12, 1980, the first general election was held in November
1983. The Motherland Party (ANAP), which was established under the leadership of
Turgut Ozal, obtained a majority of the valid votes, came to power alone with 211
deputies in the 400-member parliament (URL-1), and Turgut Ozal became the prime
minister. Having achieved great success in the general elections, ANAP also had a great
impact on the local elections held in March 1984 and gained the management of many
local administrations. At that time, the number of provinces was 67, and ANAP won local
government elections in 57 provinces (URL-2), including Istanbul, Ankara, and Izmir
(Vural, 2005). In this period, Tahir Aktas from ANAP won the administration of Eminonii
District Municipality, which is the area where Beyazit Square is located. In the case of
Istanbul, the prominent name in this period is Bedrettin Dalan, who was the mayor of the
period. Describing himself as a “fixer’!®, Dalan has become the most important actor

shaping the future of the city with its large-scale reconstruction operations.

It is aimed to attract large capital to the city by using the social and physical advantages
of the local, with the accumulation model that is open to the outside and encourages
exports and privatizations, which developed with the January 24 Decisions (Keyder,
2000, p. 22). City spaces were opened to trade in the period that was driven by the strategy
of “development through localities” supported by the discourse of “competing cities.”
Sennett says although the birth of stores may seem like an ordinary event, it actually
constitutes the essence of the paradigm of how the public space as an active shopping

space is replaced by a more intense but less social public experience in human life

19« et's Unite... Let's Unite... Let's Look to the Future, Not the Past” (Terciiman Newspaper, 24.03.1984).
Translation by me.
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(Sennett R. , 2013, p. 191). As Sennett states, this commercialization undermines the

experience of publicness.

Although the effect of the military administration on the city remained bureaucratic since
1984, the political authority of the period used the “silent public” of the coup period in
the implementation of the decisions and carried out great destructions on the city. Again,
during Bedrettin Dalan's mayorship period, international and national competitions were

held for Beyazit, Taksim, and Uskiidar squares, but no results could be obtained.

Interventions of municipalities and local actors to space do not always occur with big
projects or plans. Interventions on the structures that take place in the arrangement or
perception of the space and form the memory of the space are also effective in the shaping
of publicity. An example of this is the constant relocation of the statue of Turan Emeksiz,
which was erected in the square in memory of Turan Emeksiz, who was killed during the
protest action organized by the students to protest the Investigation Commission?® formed
by the Democrat Party (DP) government on April 28, 1960.

The statue, which was first placed at the spot where Emeksiz was shot and died, is at least
as important as the statue since it is erected in a public space (see, Figure 3.3.). This statue,
which can be seen from all over the square, has the quality of being a center. The
surroundings of the monument, where student protests have been held for years, are also
important in terms of creating a counter-public space where politics are spoken, and
discussions are held. (Negt, 2007). The statue and its surroundings, which were built in
memory of the laborer, became an area where opposing publics expressed themselves,
especially the student movements that came to the fore in the period. It has been seen that
leftist groups gathered around the statue for years, and actions and various

commemorations took place in this area (Giilpinar, 2012).

20 The commission was established within the Grand National Assembly of Turkey in line with the proposal
of the DP on April 18, 1960, and equipped with broad powers to investigate the allegations that the CHP
(Republican People's Party) is preparing to rebel in order to come to power through non-election means.
As soon as the commission was established, it banned all political activities as well as party congresses and
meetings throughout the country (Erogul, 1970).
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Figure 3.3.: Turan Emeksiz Monument, where it was first placed in Beyazit Square

The proposal made by Sirzat Ulusoy, a member of the Istanbul Municipality Council, to
relocate the monument in January 1966 was carried out on April 21, 1985, after the
September 12 coup. As a result, the monument was removed from its place and moved
across the street to a terrace two meters above the ground (see, Figure 3.4.). After the
relocation, the monument lost its features of being a center, defining the square, meeting,
and action center. The statue, which was removed from the spot where Emeksiz was shot
and placed across the street, in a spot that would not attract the attention of passersby, no
longer reminds Emeksiz, the 28th April Events, or the students gathered in Beyazit Square
(Giilpinar, 2012). From this vantage point, we can state that the memory war of the
September 12 Coup was effective, and the effect of the central government realized this
by intervening in public spaces through local governments. Benhabib (Benhabib, 1996)
argues that government laws and policies should be guided by the public space and that
the only legitimate governments are those who listen to the public space (Benhabib,
1996). In this example, it is seen that the ideas and actions that come out of the public
sphere are ignored by the local government and even tried to be forgotten. Therefore,
there is a transformative effect on the public space.
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Figure 3.4.: Turan Emeksiz Monument, where it was placed in Beyazit Square in 1985

In this period, business areas were determined with the Tourism Incentive Law in order
to attract domestic and foreign capital with the aim and discourse of “creating a world
city.” The first condition for this is the development of services related to transportation.

In this respect, extensive transportation infrastructure works have been initiated.

In this news, which was reflected in the newspaper with the headline “Vedat Dalokay and
Doruk Pamir received their awards,” we see that the competitions for the arrangement of
Taksim and Uskiidar Squares have concluded. Again, in the news, it is seen that the mayor
of the time, Bedrettin Dalan, announced that an arrangement would be made regarding

Beyazit Square (see, Figiire 3.5.).

In 1987, an international competition was held by the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality
for the reorganization of Beyazit Square. The project of Vedia Dokmeci and Yaprak
Karlidag became the winner of the competition. The design envisaged a pool similar to
the one found in the square in the early 1900s. At the same time, the plan aimed to take
and synthesize the elements of the Roman Forum, the square in the Ottoman and modern
periods (isézen, 1980). The Square project and the pool proposal were never

implemented.
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Vedat Daloak& ve Doruk Pamir
odiillerini

Istanbul Haber Servisi — Istanbul’da Taksim ve Uskidar
meydanlarinin yeniden dizenlenmesine iliskin agllan proje
yansmalarimi kazananlara Odiilleri diin Mimar Sinan
Universitesi'nde yapilan bir trenle verildi. **Taksim ve
Uskidar Meydanlar: Kentsel Tasanm Uluslararas: Proje
Yarigmas:”’ adiyla diizenlenen yarismada Taksim Alani
birinciligini kazanan eski belediye bagkanlarindan Vedat
Dalokay ile Uskiidar Alam birinciligini kazanan Doruk
Pamir ve ekibi, odillerini Istanbul Anakent Belediye
Bagkam Bedrettin Dalan’dan aidilar. Istanbul Valisi Nevzat
Ayaz'in da hazir bulundugu tOrende Dalan bir konusma
yaparak, Beyazit Meydani’min da yeniden diizenlenecegini
belirtti. Yanismaya 6 yabanc: mimarla birlikte toplam 19 eser
katildi. Birincilik odilil olarak 25’'er milyon lira verildi.
Ayrica birinciligi kazanan projelerin en gec 1988 yilinda
uygulamaya konulacag belirtildi.

Figure 3.5.: Vedat Dalokay and Doruk Pamir received their awards? (Cumhuriyet,
30.12.1987)

3.2.2. Public space in the understanding of communal municipalism (SHP era
from 1989 to 1994)

Before the local elections were held in March 1989, general elections were held in 1987.
ANAP became the ruling party with 292 deputies. The Social Democratic Populist Party
(SHP) became the second party with 99 deputies (URL-3). The local reflection of these
elections is important for Istanbul. In the local elections held two years later, the SHP
gained power in the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality (URL-4). The effect of this
situation has caused the emergence of the local/central duality of two parties, both

spatially and with two different ideological bases.

It will not be possible to understand the municipal approach of the SHP period and the
spatial practices of the local government without analyzing the activities of the ANAP
period. In this period, every party and its leader, who were candidates for the metropolitan
municipality power, came to the fore with their anti-Dalan and ANAP statements. There
are constant rumors of corruption in ANAP municipalities in general, with its

2L «“Vedat Dalokay ve Doruk Pamir ddiillerini aldi”. Translation by me.
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understanding of municipality, its approach to the state, its attitude in doing business, and
the understanding of the party that enables them. In this period, the SHP came to the fore
and gained power both with the “communal municipality understanding™ it put forward
in the 1970s and the discourses developed by Bedrettin Dalan against local government
activities. In this period, Beyazit Square is still located in the Eminénii District
Municipality area. Again, the Mayor of Emindnii District was Ahmet Naci Akgiin, a

candidate from the SHP.

When the SHP took the helm of the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality under Nurettin
Sozen, it made a series of practices to prevent the destruction created by the ANAP
government with the understanding of neoliberal municipalism. Activities carried out
with a social justice understanding of the municipality started to decrease after 1992. One
of the reasons for this is the political changes that have developed after this year from the
municipalities with the SHP. Situations such as the decreasing influence of the working
class that brought the party to power after 1991, the increase in wages between 1989 and
1991, and the reflection of the costs of the war in Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia to
local governments can be shown as the reasons for this political change (Dogan, 2007, p.
75). According to Rusen Keles, a communal municipality should be socially just, allow
all layers of people to participate in the decision process, act not only as a local
government unit but as a local government, should not allow the formation of
monopolistic rents in the city, and should exhibit economic resource-creating
management (Keles, 2000). According to Keles, moving away from these characteristics
of a communal municipality can also be cited as an example of these political changes
and can be cited as a reason for the SHP to lose its influence and leave the political scene.

Of course, all these situations and economic difficulties have caused a regression in the
physical interventions of the municipalities in the city, resulting in the absence of major
spatial changes, especially in Beyazit Square, which is the study area of this thesis. When
the newspaper news of the period is examined, it is seen that several headlines stand out
(see, Appendix B). One of these newspaper headlines, which dealt with the interventions
of local governments in the market established in Beyazit, was “The free market in

Beyazit was abolished” (see, Figure 3.6.).
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Wirth (1964) stated that the city is not just a place where houses and workplaces are
located, it is a place that gathers and transforms many remote communities, different
areas, people and activities of the world, initiates and controls the center of economic,
political and cultural life (Wirth, 1964). As can be seen in this news, different activities
in the public sphere are prevented and the solution is tried to be provided through

prohibitions.

Beyazit’taki serbest pazar kaldirildi

istanbul Haber Servisi — Beya-
21t Meydani’nda bulunan Polon-
ya pazan, Emindn@ Belediyesi
tarafindan din sabah saatlerinde £
bosaluldi. Seyyar saticilann ve
Ozellikle Polonyah turistlerin,
araclanm park ederck saus yap-
malan ylzinden gevredeki esnaf-
lar arasinda rahatsizhk yaratud
belirtildi.

Eminona Belediyesi Bagkan
Yardimais: Arif Oztiirk’ten alinan
bilgiye gore, Beyazit Meydam'mn
bitisiindeki otoparkin uzun stire-
dir ozellikle Polonyal: turistlerce
bir “‘ahgveris’’ merkezi haline ge-
tirildigi kaydedildi. Ayrica, bura-
mn otopark Ozellifini yitirerek,
gevreyi rahatsiz eder bir duruma
geldigi belirtildi.

Yabancailara ait Kumkapi'da bir
otoparkin bulundugunu soyleyen
Anf Oziirk soyle konustu:

saticilar, Istanbul’un
en bilyiik sorunu haline geldi. Es-
kiden para cezas: kesiyorduk.
Ama bu yolla basa ckamadik. Ya-
bancilar da bu otoparka yerlesti-
ler. Ne bulurlarsa, ne getiririerse
satiyoriar. Aslinda bu polisin isi.
Sattiklan mallann ne tir mallar
oldugunu aragtirmak gerekir. Aca-
ba, bu mallann gimrikleri oden- 7 ©

boyle Beyazit Meydam bitisiginde- Yabanc: tagitiara izin yok- Beyazit Meydani'nin bitisigindeki otopark, uzun siredir Polonyali turistier tarafindan alis-
ki otoparka shnmayacaklar." veris merkezi olarak kullaniiyordu. (Fotograf: Vedat Yenerer)

Figure 3.6.: The Free Market in Beyazit is Abolished?? (Cumhuriyet, 27.10.1989)

In this news titled “Oh Cinaralt1 Woe Cinaralt1” it is mentioned that Cinaralt1 Kahvesi has
been removed (see, Figure 3.7.). It was mentioned that on the aforementioned date, it was
not clear who was selling what in the place of Cinaralti, which was removed, and chaos
prevailed. It was stated that Eminonii Municipality had a plan for the re-establishment of
the cafe, but no attempt was made. Public spaces reveal the identity and historical
accumulation of the city. They are also tools to transform and reshape the city physically,
socially and symbolically. According to Sennett, public spaces, as the bearer of
democracy, the heart of the city, the spaces where civic feelings, and memories take place,

22 «“Beyazit’taki serbest pazar kaldirildr”. Translation by me.
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lost their original meanings after they turned into a function that allows movement
(Sennett R. , 2010). As in this example, it can be said that Beyazit Square's potential to
transform the city physically, socially, and symbolically has been interrupted based on

the lost functions and daily life practices.

Ah Cinaralti ‘ .
Yah Cinaralti © g

I stanbul Universitesi ciimle kapis ile
Sahaflar Carsisinin arka kapisi ara-
sindaki asirhk gmnarlar alunda yer alan
iinli “Cinaralti kahvchanesi’’ artik yok.
Kimin ne sattigimin pek anlasilmadig,
gergek bir mezbeleyi andiran bugiinkii
Cinaralti’nda ise kargaga ve diizensizlik
hiikiim stirityor.

Cumbhuriyet Gazetesinden Necati Giing6r
ile Celik Gillersoy tarafindan yazilan
yazilarda; Eminont Belediyesi'nin.
kahvenin yeniden kurulmas) igin
¢aliymaya baslayacagi yolundaki
haberlere deginiliyorsa da, Ekim ay
basinda yoreyi ziyaret eden gazetemiz
ekibinin fotograf saptamalari, heniiz hig
bir ¢aliygmanin yapilmadigin
kamitlamaktadir.

Tarihi Cinar Alti Kahvehanesi, iginde
biiyitk bir insan kalabaliginin dolagtig:
kocaman bir giivercin heldsi haline gelmistir.
Giivercin pisligi kokusuna karisan

arnavutcigeri, kokore¢ ve ter kokular ise K *s (o '

yorenin yeni havasina katkida bulunuyorlar. - .

Figure 3.7.: Oh, Ciaralt1 Woe Cnaralti?® (Kostantiiyye, 17.11.1990)

The newspaper article titled “Make-up for Beyazit Square” states that the most important
square of Istanbul has been held for the third time since the Republic. It was stated that
the project was prepared by the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality (see, Figure 3.8.).
Within the scope of the project, it is mentioned that the square will be arranged for
pedestrians to use it more comfortably, the Cinaralt1 Tea Garden (also known as Cinaralti
Kahvesi) will be reopened, and an area will be created where newspapers, books, and
antiques will be sold. There is no mention of the participation of the citizens who use the
square or the people of Istanbul because it is an urban public space that concerns the

23 “Ah Cmaralti Vah Cinaralt1”. Translation by me.
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whole city. In direct or semi-direct democracies, Ozbek speaks of democratic structures
in which everyone will negotiate to determine the design and functioning within a
collective space or business framework (Ozbek, 2015, p. 129). The quality of Beyazit
Square, which is one of the squares expected to be this democratically constructed space,

as a public space should be questioned.

Istanbul’un é6nemli meydani, cumhuriyetten bu yana iiciincii kez diizenleniyor

Beyaz1t Meydam na makya]

uyumunu
bozmayacak

sekilde diizenlenmesini
ongoriiyor. Tarihi
Cinaralti cay bahgesi
yeniden agilacak.

REMZI GOKDAG

Istanbul'da ilk botytk yikim-
lan gergeklestiren 47 yil onceki
belediye yonetiminin cikardifx

“Giizellegen Istanbul” adh ki-
tapta Paris'in “Etoile” Meyda-
mt ile kiyaslanan Beyazit Meyda-
n, ginimizde de Istanbul’'un
en iglek meydanlanndan biri ol-
ma &zellifini koruyor. Eskilerin
“Is giig sahibi olup da Beyant
Meydani'ndan gegmeyen adam
yoktur” sozil bugtin is giig sa-
hibi olmayanlar i¢in de gegerli.
Ancak ginimiiz Beyazt Mey-
dam’ndan gegmek eskisi kadar
kolay degil. Emindnit Belediye-

si'nin bir bolumnnu o(opuk

Seyyar saticidan gecilmeyen Beyanit Meydam yeni proje ile rahat nefes alacak. (Fotogral: Ugur Saner)

alam olarak
da, kurulan seyyar satici tezgfih-
larin: agarak bir ugtan difierine
gidebilmek i¢in bity(ik bir ufiray
vermek gerekiyor. 1889 ekimin-
de Alman Imparatoru 2. Wil-
helm'in Istanbul ziyareti icin iki
ici araka

bugiin de gelistirdigi bir proje ile
meydam: yayalanin daha rahat
kullanabilmesi igin yeniden dd-
zenliyor.

Istanbul Boytksehir Beledi-
yesi'nce hazirlanan Beyaat Mey-
dam projesine gore, tarihi Cina-

k. Cevresiyle uyumu boz- boltma kazilan danda yapi- tiin deleye ragmen al
k sekilde diizen) lan yayalann kull gtkar di. Seyyar
meydan, yayalann rahat dolagi- alanini daraitti, Bu tarihten son- meydandan gikaramayan beledi-
miny, oturup dinlenmesini sag- ra cesitli pro;eler haznrlanmas:- ye yonzmm umhn Cnaralt: cay-
layacak bicimde diizenlenecek. na ragmen u konula- k alanin ta-

Cumbhuriyetin ilk willannda
yollan diizeltilip ortasmna 2 fis-
kiyeli bir havuz yerlestirilen
meydan, Harbiye ve Maliye Ne-
zareti ile Istanbul Universitesi
binalarmm yerlestirilmesiyle ye-
ni bir gortinim kazand. 1940'h

yillarda meydandaki baraka ve
dukk&nlar yikilarak alan genis-
letme calismalan yapildi. 1950l

wilarda Beyazit Meydan: Onemli

ralt: caybahgesi yeniden faaliyete dejmkhklﬂenhne oldu. Boyiik

mads. Ylllann ihmaliyle unutu-
lan ve zamanla bir bdliimi oto-
park haline getirilen Beyant
Meydans giinimiizde seyyar sa-
ncilann mekdm haline geldi.
kapnhqarsl 'nin hemen giriginde
olmas: ve is merkezlerine yakin-
i nedeniyle yogun yaya hare-
ketine sahne olan Beyazit Mey-
dani'nda ozellikle Vezneciler ve
Sahaflar Cargisi girisinde kuru-
lan seyyar tezgihlar, yapilan bo-

rihi Ozelligine darbe vurdu. Bo-
tin bu olumsuzluklara izin ve-
rilen meydan, sonugta Istanbul®
un karmagasini yansitan, yaya-
larmn itig-kakyy yOridoga bir
alan haline geldi.

Projesi tamamlanip ibale asa-
masina gelen Beyazit Meydam
dozenleme caligmalan, tamam-
landiginda Sahaflar Carsisi'n-
dan Sulunahmcle ulasan ve
Kapalicarsr ile Nur

Caddesi’ni de igine alan bir ya-

lan ya yolu olusturulacak. Projeye

gore Sahaflar'm hemen girigin-
de bulunan alanda Cinaralt cay
bahgesi yeniden diizenlenecek.
Iki ayr yere daha cay bahgesi
yerlestirilmesi planlanan mey-
danda, cesitli bdigelerde olustu-
rulacak yesil alanlarn etrafina
oturma yerleri yapilacak, Ala-
mn parke taslanyla dosenmis
zemini bozulmadan tugla dose-
meler korunacak. Mecydana ga-
zete, kitap ve antika esyalarin
sang icin de portatif, gorunima
bozmayacak saus yerleri yerles-
tirilecek.

Figure 3.8.: Make-up for Beyazit Square?* (Cumhuriyet, 20.11.1990)

It was stated in the news, which was reflected in the newspaper with the headline “Beyazit
is looking for its square,” that the square was the scene of the most important events in
the city and has been on the attention of local governments since 1926. It is also said that
the square was affected by the reconstructions made by each municipality during the
Republican period but still could not find its identity for 65 years and that the Eminonii
Municipality allowed a part of the square to be used as a parking lot, which was effective

24 «“Beyazit Meydani’na Makyaj.” Translation by me.
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in alienating the square from its history. Again, it is seen that Nurettin S6zen, who was
the mayor of the return, also stated that the square was losing its character and that he had
plans to remove the car park and revive the historical Cinaraltt Tea Garden. In addition,
it is stated in the news that the square reflects all the chaos of the city, that there is the
confusion of functions due to the busy shopping centers, and that pedestrian movement
is significantly restricted. In addition to the news, it is striking that Resat Ekrem Kocu
described the square arrangements made with the activities of Menderes in the 1950s as

“an obstacle to the demonstration that can be held in the square” (see, Figure 3.9.).

Istanbul’un en é6nemli meydani, 65 yildir kimligini bulamadi

Beyazit, meydanin artyor

Sehrin tarihindeki Snemli olaylara sahne olan Beyazit Meydani,
1926 yilindan beri yerel ydnetimlerin ‘ilgisini’ tizerinde topladi.
Yaz-boz tahtasina dénen meydan, su siralar yeni bir

meydana inga edilen oval havuz
da 1957 wikimlarinda yok edil-
di. Ban tarihgiler ve bilim
adamian bu cabymalaria mey-
danda tarih katliam: yagandig:-

meydanin yerel yoneticiler tara-
findan sOmiroldogont soylt-
yor. Istanbil*un cesitli semtle-

rindeki ykimlann hizla sunlp Tui

gintigi 1958'de greyderlerin,

Bi- bul etti. 27 Mayis 1960

1957'de Sedat Hakki Eldem®

in projesini degistirerek uygula-
mbelcdlyel’donhndlmhn
ngut Cansever'in projesini ka-

. tarihin-
pro;eyle karsx karslya‘ n:x:d; alarun Mlnn.n azelliklerini :nna saraymna k,:u mermer sdfun- de yonetime gelen Milli Birlik
— e n ¢ zamanis of kullanilan alan i Yitirdigini soylayorlardia Onine katarak Aksaray's Komitesi de projenin uygulan-
REMZI GOKDAG b ucian iferine gouiMle . botaminnn i T * eyt Meydaninda biyok dogru yokus asah sirkledifi- maum isiedi. Uygolama ahs.
Cumhuriyet déneminde her lebilen, kentin butdn kaosusu  Omemli tarihi o;.,h..;.,m, dedigimlerin yasandigs S0'li yil- ne tamik olan mimar Haydar malan devam ederken 7 Mart
yonetimi tarafindan ya-  yansian bir gorGa0m aldi. Cev- olan meydan, cumhuriyet done- larin sonlannda arastirmac: ve - Karabey meydanla ilgili bir ani-  1961'de Belediye Meclisi'de uzun
pum imar degisikliklerinden pa- resindeki yogun ahigveris mer- minin ilk yillannda yollani du- faribci Resat Ekrem Kogu, yapi- sim s0yle anlatiyor: stiren gorigmelerden sonra na
na diseni alan Beyant Meyda-  kezleri nedeniyle fonksiyon kar- zeltilip ortasina iki fiskiyeli ha- lan dazenlemeleri meydanin yo- ~ “Beyant'taki evimizin bir 2m plan hanrlandikian soora
Au 65 yildur kimligini bulamadi. magas: yagayan yaya ,‘. iyle onemli do- kedilmesi icin bilyok bahane babgevam vardi, Aym zamands Beyazt Meydam’mn ditzenlen-
1926 yilindz dénemin Istanbul hareketi Onemli olgade ki- zenleme caliymalarina sshne ol- olarak tammlryor, czhsmhn Beyant Meydani'ndan sorumlu mesinin dofru olacaly gbrusd
Valisi Haydar Bey'in meydan or- sitianch. du, 1940’ nillarda kent 8Or Park Bahgeler Midiriagi'nde afirhk hundn.‘ 1963 ylnda
tasina bir havuz yapturmasiyla Imnh:muyuk;dur Belediye- baraka ve ditkkanlar yikilarak Cibam” [2i yaratacagim w)lﬂ galiyan alelade bir Ga- Turgut Cansever'in hazirla
bagl dazenk la- si'nce meyd: yaklagik 40 bin alans genigletme caligmalan ya- Yordu. Kogu, calismalan “mey- pa, kazma, kiirek, hortumuyla proje degistirildi ve kendisi g0
n irili ufakh deisikliklerle bu- memlwrh} a.hnda yapilan dll pilds. 19507erde Beyaznt Meyda- danda L eri geben bu adam bir revden ahnarak calismalan Be
gooe dek sirda. Yaz-boz tahta- zenleme m tarihinin en blyik defisimi- Menderes = yénetiminin yok oldu. Intihar etmis. lediye Planlama Modira Erdo-
Sina donen Beyant Meydani iin ki gonlerde tamamlanacak. Ya- ne sahne oldu. 1957de kentin olarak  nitelendi- emegiyle yillarca yetigti- gan Celasun yOraQ.
son olarak Bosiksehir Belediye-  prlan calismalarla meveut dose- cesitli semtlerinde buyilk yikim- fiyordu. rip bakngs Beyamt Parki'mm  Yaklagik 30 yil sonra Beyazt
si de )‘“‘ bir proje gelistirdi.  me dokusu korunarak onanidi. lar yagamrken Beyazit Meydams  Beyazt'ta dogan mimar ve g smunds  Meydan: dizenleme gabigmala.
Son donemde artan seyyar sa-  Meydana hanr bafeler, kig0k da payina digeni aldi. Meydan- hirci l!lyur Kambey de hl;bnr dozerlerle yok edilmesine daya- rinin miman Targut Cansever,
ticilan meydandan cikaramayan  satg birimleri, sirali saty birim- da yeni yollar aghirken bu yol- yoneticinin, kentin yizyillar bo- namayip kezzap icerek infihar kendi projesinin tamaminin uy-
Emindni: Beledivesi'nin bir b6- leri, sabit oturma elemanlari ve lar meydan seviyesinin .mm yu tamk oldugu unhsel stireci etmis. Bir lanetienme olsa gerek madigini belirtti. Projenin
|omant otopark olarak kullan- gicek havuzlan yerlestirildi, Or- ahndh ve i agag! ki Beyazst Meydan: o gén bugun sizgilerinin uygulanmasina
mastyla tarihine +  du Caddesi otopark bir bolumn kesildi. msd- degigtirmeye hnuu olmadiing, topariansmads™ karsin bazn eksikliklerin oldugu-
nu belirten Targut Cansever, en
cok elegtiri aldils basamak sis-
temi konusunda sunlan sdyledi:
biiyiik ve egsiz ta-
riki bir meydan-
b ‘*MM "
kapes: ile Ordu Caddesi arpan-
da 9.5 metrelik bir egim vards
Bu egim 3 kath bir spartmans
eplttir. Onemili olan halkm mey-
dandaki sanat eserleriyle bétin-
iesebilmesidir. Setler yuparuk
bursdaki mimari yapuan yiicelt-
tik. Onlann meydanls uyumu-
ou sagladik™ diye konustu.
Gegen 30 yil iginde yonetime
gelen belediye baskanlan mey.
dania il devam ettiler.

geldi.
kemlesme. kimilerine gore koy-
lesme olarak degeriendirilen [s.

tanbul'un nlmmn Beyaat Mey
dam’'na da yansidi. Meydanda

{im idu can veren Ofrenciler,
ug yemi satiasi, kendini pazar-
layan tarist kadin manzaralan

mmmmummmnmmmmm mnmmwnmm Or

Figure 3.9.: Beyazit is looking for its square?® (Cumhuriyet, 29.03.1991)

25 «“Beyazit Meydanmi Ariyor”. Translation by me.
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In this news with the title “Sirkeci is getting a tram” (see, Figure 3.10.), the arrangement
works of Istanbul Biiyiiksehir Municipality are mentioned. For the plan of a line that will
pass through Beyazit Square, it has been stated that the area is not completely closed to
transportation. As seen in all these examples, Beyazit Square and its immediate
surroundings are in a state of blockade with constant arrangement and infrastructure work.
Urban memory is formed by everyday life practices, and public spaces have great
importance as the urban spaces where this memory is built. The fact that the square has
undergone such a long period of change and transformation, and the limitation of these

activities to everyday life, harms the formation of the urban memory of the square.

Sirkeci ust gegidinin nikilmasindan sonra ray doseme islemleri mizlandi. (Fotograf: KADIR CAN)

Sirkeci-Aksaray tramvay hattt nisan ayinda hizmete giriyor

Sirkeci tramvayh oluyor

siparis
Yurticindeki vagonlann kulla-

verildi, amsa sart degil. cak. Kullanilan vagonlar 200-

memes: igin 15 gun geciktirdik-
250 kisi olup motrisler S'er da-

lerini kaydeden Erkin, sunian

Istanbul Haber Servisi —
Sirkeci-Aksaray tramvay hatt

nisan ayinda hizmete agilacak
Cahsmalan hizlanan tramvay
hatn: nedeniyie Istanbul Buvik
schir Beledivesi Carsikapi-Laleh
arasinda yeni dozenlemeler yap
ti. Duzenlemelerle yolun her iki
vaninda birer serit daratildy
{stanbul Bayluksehir Beledive-
si Genel Sekretert Tugrul Erkin,
“Lok lzh giden bir proje’ ola-
rak tamimladi® Sirkeci-Aksaray
tramvay hattimin kentin ulasimi
na buyik katkis: olacagim soy
ledi. Carsitkapi'daki ¢ahsmalarn
vilbag: dncesi aligverigim etkile

dedi:

“Proje murt ay: sonunda, ni-
san basginda bizmete acilacak.
10-15 gunlak bir gecikme olabi-
lir. Bu da wiibas hazirhklan
icindeki esnafa zarar vermemek
icin Aksarmy-Carsikap: amasin-
daki yolu kapamak istememe-
mizden kaynaklamyor. Bu bol-
#edekl yol 1S gus ges kapatildi.
Tamamen kapanmad: zaten.
Her iki taraftan birer gerit tma-
fige kapanidi. Burada caliyma-
lara devam ediliyor. Yurtdisin-
dan vagonlann getirilmesi igin

mimas: da 56z konusu olabilir™

Nisan sonuna kadar bitirilme-
si dogOndlen projenin kesif be-
deli yaklasik 15 milyar lira. Ya-
p1 Merkezi AS. tarafindan ya-
pilmakta olan tramvay hatu 4
kilometre uzunlugunda olacak
ve iki hat olarak dosenecek
Hatun Aksaray-Beyazat aras:
tercihli yol olarak tanzim edile-
cek ve Ramada Oteli ile Kimya
Fakultesi sntinde yeni bir kav-
sak duzenlemesi yapilacak. Hat-
tun dzerinde 8 adet Onden ve ar-
kadan kumandal: motris ¢ahsa-

kika arayla hareket edecek. Pro
Jjenin tamamlanmastyla Sirkeci
Aksaray hatunda saatte 7-8 bin
yolcu taginacak

Aksaray Hizhi Tramvay Istas-
yonu'ndan baglayarak Laleli,
Beyazit Meydam, Carsikaps,
Cemberlitag, Sultanahmet hat-
undan Gulhane Parki'na kadar
gidis gelis qift hat, bundan son-
ra Gulhane Parki-Sirkeci aras)
Muradiye Caddesi'nden gidis,
Ebusuut Caddesi'nden donds
olmak tzere tek hat olarak plan-
lanacak

Figure 3.10.:

Sirkeci is getting a tram?® (Cumhuriyet, 07.01.1992)

2 «Sirkeci tramvayli oluyor”.

Translation by me.




In the news titled “Beyazit is unable to settle down,” it is stated that the square quality of
Beyazit Square has become controversial. Again, ready-made kiosks, small sales units,
fixed seating elements, and flower pools are mentioned. These arrangements, while
disrupting the pedestrian flow of the square, also include the aim of bringing an aesthetic
appearance to the square. Again, the opening of the parking lot on Ordu Street to the use
of pedestrians can be considered as a change that affects everyday life practices (see,
Figure 3.11.).

Beyazit Meydam kimi zaman y-mmu. kimi zaman havuz kondu. Su anda ‘meydan’ nitelii tartsymals bir duruma geldi. (Fotograf: ERDOGAN KOSEOGLU)

Tarihi meydanda yapilan diizenlemeler bosa ¢ikti. Seyyar saticilar kol geziyor

Beyazit d1k1§ tutmuyor

Istanbul Haber Servisi - Paris’in “Etoile” Mevdan ile kiyaslanan Be- ™ saliymalan 1991 yilimin yaz aylaninda kogesine diktigi, “Bu meydana seyyar sua-

tamamland:. Yapilan cabgmalarla mev- tics giremez” yazlh tabelaya karsin scy-
vazit Meydam, 1991 yilimin yaz aylarinda yapilan diizenleme ca-  toy OBy A Rl oo Al M,f‘,,, c2kiz gnboyb meyt e e
hsmalanna karsin kentin batun kaosunu yaositan bir meydan ol- Meydana hazir biifeler, kiigiik satig bi- @mbi kullamyorlar
ma ozelligini koruyor. rimleri, sabit oturma clemanian ve \Iggl
> havuzlan fctlc;nnldx Ordu Caddesi'nde
Cevresindeki aligveris merkezleri nede-  Eskilerin * !; gils sahibi olup da Beya- otopark olarak kullamlan alan yayalann
niyle giin boyu yogun yaya hareketlerine a1t Mcydani'ndan gecmeyen adam yok- kullammina agildi. Meydamin ¢ yerinde £l uiabaiarnd s baltk ve et targ maddele.
sahne olan meydan, bugiinlerde fonksi- tur™ s6zi bugiinlerde is gug sahibi oima- seyyar cay bahgelen kuruldu 3 o : ot a
eyt e _ o Ao - . in kizartarak satigina yapan bu saticilar,
yon kargagas: yagiyor. Ditzenleme ¢ahiy- yanlar iin de gecerli. Ancak. Beyant Anczk yapilan butdn diizenleme galig- b Savd el kosebask t
malarindan sonra belediyenin G ¢ay Meydani'ndan gegmek eskisi kadar ko- malanna kargin meydan kentin bitin ““(;‘“ i ’"'“ D FOOURO SRR s~
bahgesi yerlestirdigi meydanda, kurulan lay degil. Meyvdamin g yerine kurulan ksrgagasimi yansitmaya devam cdiyor, Mus durumdalsr
seyyar satics tezgihlan da vaya hareket- ¢ay buhgelerini agip, seyyar satici tezgih- Ozellikle Dogu Avrupa ve Rusya'dange-  Istanbul'un bu Snemli meydam cum-
Icnn onemli dlgude kisithyor. Tanhi Jan dan gegerck diger uca ulagmak  len tunstlenn “bavul tunem:™ yaptuiklan huriyet tanhinde G5 kez dGzenlenmesine
.)\San aym zamanda Kazakistan'dan icin vayalann 1y bir mucadele etmeleri Beyazt Meydani'nda belediye ile satcs- karg:n heniz kimligini bulamads. Kentin
Balkanlar'a uzanan genis bir cofirafya- gerckiyor lar arasindaki micadeleyi imdilik sey- tarthinde Onemli olaylara tanik olan
dan Istanbul's akan girigimei 1unstlerin Istanbul Biiyiikschir Belediyesi'nce 40 yar satcilar kazanmig goraniyor. Bele- meydan bugin d») rel yonetimlerin ilgi-
*serbest satiy piyasass’ durumunda bin metrekarelik alandas yapilan diszenle- diyenin, bir sire once meydamn bir sini gckmeye devam ediyor

Belediyenin dizenleme ¢aligmalanmn
ardindan Beyazit Mevdam daha once ta-
mimadi@e bir seyyar saticr tirayle tamsgt:

Figure 3.11.: Beyazit is unable to settle down?’ (Cumhuriyet, 28.01.1992)

When these arrangements are considered together, an area is formed where more people
can pause in and around the square or shop at the aforementioned kiosks. Some of these

pedestrianization works are carried out to preserve the historical texture, while others are

27 “Beyazit dikis tutmuyor”. Translation by me.
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carried out to increase economic activities (Dolliik, 2005). In the previous news, it was
stated that the tram works were postponed in order not to affect the New Year's shopping.
In this case, it can be said that it is aimed at bringing commercial activities to the fore in
the field. The “identity” problem that still continues in the news was expressed as
“Although this important square of Istanbul was organized three times in the history of
the republic, it has not yet found its identity”.

In 1994, the 1/50.000 scaled Istanbul Metropolitan Area Sub-Region Master Plan (see,
Figure 3.12.) was approved by Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Mayor Nurettin S6zen.
The plan is important in that it constitutes the legitimate source of the municipality's
spatial interventions. In the plan, it is aimed protecting historical and cultural values and
cleaning Istanbul of industrial areas. It is foreseen that Istanbul will be transformed into
a mega city by 2010 (Sentiirk, 2011).

Y5
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Figure 3.12.: 1994 — 1/50.000 scale Istanbul Metropolitan Area Sub-Regional Master
Plan
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According to the 1/50.000 scaled Istanbul Metropolitan Area Sub-Regional Master Plan,
Beyazit Square and its surroundings come to the fore with the commercial-oriented usage
area called the Central Business District (CBD) (see, Figure 3.13.). In the previous parts
of the study, | discussed that the commercial practice of Beyazit Square and its
surroundings were organized many times in history. However, in this period, tourism also
came to the fore as a service area that would generate income by withdrawing the industry
from the city centers, so it is seen that the trade units in the area changed form to be
offered to the services of the tourists. The concentration of trade in the squares, which are
urban public spaces, has affected the daily use of the area and damaged the practices of
publicness. The area's becoming a place to come and go, and short-term consumption by
tourists has caused the local people to move away from the activities of everyday life in
the area. This situation also caused a decrease in the use of the square at night and limited

the use of the area with daytime consumption practices.

Figure 3.13.: Beyazit Square and its surrounding in 1/50.000 scale Istanbul
Metropolitan Area Sub-Regional Master Plan
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3.2.3. “Milli Goriis” municipalism (RP era from 1994 to 1999)

SHP, which was in power in municipalities in many large and medium-sized cities in
Turkey between 1989 and 1994, moved away from the claim of the communal
municipality before the elections, abandoned the understanding of participatory
management, and hindered its activities for the collectivization of mass consumption
services. In fact, with the foreign borrowing policy the party followed, it left both the SHP
and the administrations to come after SHP under the burden of debt during his rule. Just
like the center-right governments before the SHP, it procured the goods and services to
be produced by the municipality with a project-oriented approach from the private sector,
and in this sense, it started to get a share from the urban rents by doing “urban
management” (Dogan, 2007, p. 77).

The economic and political atmosphere in the process leading up to the general elections
in Turkey, which were held three years before the 1994 local elections, and the results of
the general elections also led to the rise of the Welfare Party (RP), the representative of
the Islamist line, which achieved success in the local elections throughout the country.
Again, the stagnation of the workers' movements in this period, the dissolution of the
Socialist Bloc in 1991, and the process that Korkut Boratav called the “transition to the
dominance of international finance capital” (Boratav, 2004) are among the reasons that
brought the RP to power. Tugal called this period the Islamization of the informal city
(Tugal, 2002). During this period, Beyazit Square is still within the jurisdiction of
Eminéni District Municipality. In the local elections in 1994, while the RP won power
under the mayorship of Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the metropolitan municipality, ANAP
came first with Ahmet Cetinsaya in the district municipality (Ozgiir & Cansever, 2022).

It is seen that the discourses about the future of the city on the basis of the Master Plan
made in 1994 determined the election work to be done soon. Again, in this period,
ANAP's candidate [lhan Kesici said that with the “21. With the “City of Istanbul in the
21st Century Project,” it has aimed to build the third bridge and sports and touristic
facilities in the north of the city, which is close to the third bridge, to close the tourist part
of the Historic Peninsula to traffic, to produce new lands in the city and similar works.
Bedrettin Dalan, the candidate of the DYP, also aimed to remove heavy industry from

city centers and to plan city centers as history-tourism-culture-trade centers (Sentiirk,
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2011). In this context, it was reported that the Historic Peninsula would be opened to
tourism with the intervention of the municipality and the urban interventions to be made.
Again, it was seen that a bilateral coalition between politics and capital was planned by
planning to meet some of the economic resources of these projects from the private sector
and foreign capital. This goal, which brings about the privatization and commercialization
of urban-public spaces, has been blocked by the municipality-private capital dichotomy,
which damaged the spontaneous structure of public spaces and prevented citizens from

forming a public freely.

In its election announcements, the RP promised that everyone would benefit from public
services without discrimination, that the infrastructure problems of the cities would be
solved, and that the city would be managed together with the people.?® As an example of
the Islamist line represented by the RP in Istanbul, Recep Tayyip Erdogan emphasized
“clean administration” and “justice” in addition to the “world city” emphasis.?® This
justice includes not only the economy but also the social and public space. Again, with
the addition of the goal of “the capital of the Islamic world” to these statements, the period
when the tradition of Islamist municipalism was most evident began. The shaping of
public spaces with religious references gained momentum with this process. Talking
about the “second conquest of Istanbul in the sense of opening the darkness to the light,”
Erdogan made a reference to the re-conquest of the city with Islamic references (Bora,
2000, s. 62).

In this period, explanations were made for the re-use of the Hagia Sophia Museum, which
had an important meaning for the re-conquest of the city as a mosque.®° In this context,
priority was given to Islamic artifacts in the preservation of historical artifacts in Istanbul
during the Erdogan government. However, this was not applied within the scope of
criticisms of the religious issues associated with the private sphere to remain in the private
sphere, as in the Ancient Greek Period, but with the aim of building religion as a form of
domination, a way of life, and direct publicness. The symbolic conquest of space is also
one of the ways of regulating the public sphere-citizen relationship. For this purpose,

monuments suitable for Islamic representations were erected in public spaces, urban

2816.03.1994, Hiirriyet Newspaper.
2917.01.1994, Hiirriyet Newspaper.
%0 07.08.1996, Hiirriyet Newspaper.
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furniture such as plastic trees and portable waterfalls were placed, and the newly built

streets and avenues were named after Islamic scholars (Dogan, 2007, p. 87).

In this period, unlike other periods, we see the Welfare Party's approaches that include
segments that were previously excluded from public spaces. We see that this approach
has been partially achieved in urban infrastructure works and in the arrangement of public
spaces. In this period, the proliferation of public spaces and especially their opening to
the use of lower and lower-middle-income groups enabled all citizens to benefit from
urban space. In other words, the low-income population and the immigrant population
also took place in the urban space (Sentiirk, 2011). However, this understanding of
publicity has served an understanding that excludes other citizens and social segments

who are not liked by the power holders.

In this period, we see those public spaces such as Beyazit Square, Giilhane Park, and
Topkap1 Palace were reorganized. The news that was reflected in the newspaper with the
headline “Pool for Beyazit Square” reflected the decisions taken by Erdogan on the square
alone and without the implementation of democratic participation processes (see, Figure
3.14.).

Beyazit Meydani'na havuz

*-STANBUL Bilyiiksehir Belediye Baskan
Tayyip Erdogan, Beyazit Meydan,
Giilhane Parki ve Topkap: Sarayl

gevresinin yeniden diizenlenecegini agikladi.
Emindnii Gedikpasa'da 206 milyar liraya
insa edilecek, 650 arag kapasiteli 10 katl
otoparkin temel atma téreninde konugan
Erdogan, Beyazt Meydanindaki
¢ayhaneleri kaldirip, alanin eski bir
fotografinda gérdiigti dev havuzu insa
ettirecegini soyledi. Beyazit Meydam'min
~ yallar oncelk goriiniimiine dondirilecegini
belirten Erdogan, Giilhane Parki'nmin da,
giillerle donatilarak, giilhane haline
getirilecegini anlatti. Giilhane Parki ile
Sarayburnu Parkiin biltiinlestirilecegini
de belirten Erdogan, bu konudaki
projwnln hazirlandiginy, caligmalara
yakinda baslanacagini anlatti. Erdogan,
Yesilkdy'den Yenikapi'ya uzanan sahil
rekreasyon alaninin, Eminénii’ne kadar
uzahlacagim da agiklad:.

Kemal DIYARBEKIR

Figure 3.14.: Pool for Beyazit Square®! (Hiirriyet, 31.05.1997)

81 “Beyazit Meydani’na Havuz”. Translation by me.
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Erdogan states that he sees the old state of the square in a photograph. He says that he
sees a large pool in the square in this old photograph and that the tea gardens in the square
will be removed and a giant pool will be built as in the past. The fact that the mayors, as
local actors, convey their projects about urban public spaces to the public using precise

expressions causes the democratic content of the public space to be questioned.

In this period, special attention was paid to the realization of urban interventions
according to the city plan. The Istanbul Master Plan made during the S6zen period was
revised shortly after the elections. With the 1/50.000 scaled Istanbul Metropolitan Area
Sub-Regional Master Plan (see, Figure 3.15.) prepared in 1995, the surroundings of
Beyazit Square again come to the fore as a commercial and tourist center.

ISTANBUL METROPOLITEN ALAN ALT BOLGE NAZIM PLANI

ARAZI KULLANIMI e y i o Foma ALY ULASIM VE ALTYAP!
e e )

MoAXMARA4 DENTZ

ISTANBUL BOYCKSENIR BELEDIYESL
EHIR PLANLAMA MODURLUGD
TARAFINDAN HAZIRLANMISTIR.

(MART, 1995)

(53840 Tamir soxrees

Figure 3.15.: 1995-1/50.000 scale Istanbul Metropolitan Area Sub-Regional Master
Plan

In this news report with the heading “Parking fraud in court” (see, Figure 3.16.) about the
corruption of the parking lot, we see that Eminonii District Mayor Cetinsaya and 12 other
district mayors were prosecuted for “abuse of office.” First of all, it catches the eye that
the squares are used as parking lots here. Apart from this, we see that lands belonging to
the municipality are leased to foundations for the use of parking lots.
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Eminonii Beledzve Bagkam C etznsava gorevi Aotuve Aul/anmaA tan uugz/anacal\

Ahmet Cetinsaya ve 13 arkadagi cadde, sokak ve belediveye ait verlerin otopark olarak kirayaverilmesi nedeniyle mahkeme niine gtkacak. (MEHMET DEMIRKAYA)

Otopark yolsuzlugu yarglda

belediye

Istanbul Haber Servisi-Emindnil Beledi-

ve Baskani Ahmet Cetinsaya ve di-

ve yoneticist hakkinda, “gorevi kiitiiye kul-
bul [

rulu'nun, saniklar igin 1995 de verds

ni muhakeme™karan geg mln\hrmﬂ

nistay tarafindan bozularak “Jizumu muha-
keme” karan verildi. Istanbul 6. Asliye Ce-

7a Mahkemesi saniklari, 25 Kasim 1997 ta-
nhinde durusmaya cagirdi

Emindni Belediye Bagkam Ahmet Ce-
arkadag, cadde

oneticisinin yargilanr

Bd«ﬂunln mulnrluhmlzwlmmn
umuma ait yerlere park edilmesi sonucu
tahakkuk ettirecegi isgal harcimin sahin-
masi ve toplanmas vetki ve gorevini Emi-
nonii Hizmet Vakfi'na devretmek, Bele
diye'nin dzel milkiyetinde olup, genel
kamu hizmetlerinden birinin yiiritil-
mesine aynimayan ve otopark olarak kul-

lamlan yerlerinin igletme hakkin 2886 sa- :r.::
- il Deviet hale Kanunu hiikiimlerine |

redil rm 1 lizering, nnlndx \lr*llanmx\lm Lu\'l\nn\nr Ce-

i Hizmet Vakfi'na

suren
- kanhﬁl'nmhtmlAh\aelhmmhalandz-

finsaya ve |3

sin goz gore gire sovulmasina ve cebinden
haksz ve hukuk digtbir sekilde parasmn alin-
masina dur demelidir™ded:

rigok onemli. Ciinkil Istanbul'da hirgok
belediye ayn yontemi kullanarak sug iy
liyor. Bu karar o ilge belediye bagkania-

avkin olarak, |halm7 ndl gecen vakfa
vermek." Belediye ¥

Figure 3.16.: Parking fraud in court® (Cumhuriyet, 30.08.1997)

3.2.4. “World City” vision (FP era from 1999 to 2004)

In the general elections held in December 1995, RP emerged as the first party with 158
deputies, followed by the True Path Party (DYP) with 135 deputies and ANAP with 132
deputies (URL-5). In the process of forming a government after the election, the Refahyol
Government was established between the RP and the DYP under the presidency of
Necbettin Erbakan. However, after the February 28, 1997, military memorandum,
ANASOL-D Government was established, in which ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz was the
prime minister, and the Motherland Party, the Democratic Left Party, and the Democrat
Turkey Party participated. The next general election and local elections were held on the
same day in 1999. In this respect, there has been a period in which local election studies

and general election studies were carried out together, and the discourses made in the

82 “Otopark yolsuzlugu yargida”. Translation by me.
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name of urbanization throughout the country showed a clear similarity in locales in this
direction.

The understanding of municipalism, which included Islamic references, of the previous
period changed its form with the February 28, 1997, military memorandum. Although the
new political approach embraced the legacy of its predecessor with the establishment of
the Fazilet Party after the closure of the RP, this period was a period in which different
approaches to urban interventions emerged. The “Milli Goriis>> Municipality”, which has
risen since 1994 in Istanbul, continued to show itself and rise in the understanding of
municipality, although Ali Miifit Giirtuna was not from this tradition. Despite the effect
of the February 28, 1997, military memorandum, the rise of this understanding showed
itself in local government experiences. The victory of the Virtue Party (FP), which comes
from this tradition both locally and in the metropolitan municipality, shows this. In this
period, Beyazit Square is still within the borders of Emindnii Municipality. In Eminonii
Municipality, Liitfi Kibiroglu, who was from the FP, was the mayor of the district. The
lawsuit filed in 1999 with the allegation that FP is the continuation of the RP and that it
carried out acts contrary to the principles of the secular republic was concluded, the FP
was closed, and since 2001, Giirtuna has continued to serve as the mayor independently

(Seving, 2000).

S6zen and Erdogan Era is known as the period when the city focused on infrastructure
problems (Sentiirk, 2011). In 1999, a period of intense superstructure work began under
the chairmanship of Ali Miifit Giirtuna. At the same time, in this period, the new issue
that the parties focused on was “city management” (Kirmanoglu & Giiveng, 2009).
Therefore, we can talk about a period in which the citizen-government relationship was
tried to be rebuilt with the authority of local governments. During this period, Giirtuna

announced his visions for the city that would make Istanbul a global city. When he was

33 A number of Islamist groups, including a religious-political movement called Milli Gériis, also known
as "National Outlook" or "National Vision," were influenced by Necmettin Erbakan. It makes the case that
Turkey may advance with its own human and economic might by defending its fundamental beliefs, having
faith in God, and taking faster advances by competing with the Western nations. Numerous political groups
in Turkey, including the National Salvation Party, New Welfare Party, Felicity Party, Virtue Party, Welfare
Party, and National Order Party, accepted the concept.

See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mill%C3%AE_G%C3%B6r%C3%BC%C5%9F
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elected as the mayor, he talked about the “Istanbul 2023 Vision Projects” and stated that
he would try to ensure the development of Istanbul as a city of culture, art and trade.®*

When the urban interventions of this period, which were reflected in the newspaper, in
particular Beyazit Square, are examined, it is seen that the headgears diversified.
However, in this period, it was observed that the urban interventions against Beyazit
Square were not directly reflected in the newspapers as in other periods, and it found its
place among Giirtuna's promises. As a matter of fact, the period when Giirtuna was mayor
was a period when interventions in the square were not intense. Giirtuna's plan was
featured in Milliyet Newspaper with the headline “Bus only for women” (see, Figure
3.17.). In addition, promises about intervention on the square were given with the
sentences “Sultanahmet, Beyazit, Taksim, Edirnekapi, Uskiidar squares will be
reorganized, and Istanbul will turn into a city with squares”

Giartuna: Kadinlara 6zel otobis

Gurtuna: Kadinlara ozel otobis

§
'
\

QOO
Arife AVCU - ISTANBUL (Fotograf: Anmet DUMANLI)

yapiimasindzn
Istek olursa kad

Istznbul's Hollywood
3 doku projele

7l gibi balikiar girdi. Gelecsk yil &

Projeleri
* Sultanahmet, Beyazit, Taksim, Edirnexapi, Uskidar basta olmak Gzere meydaniar yeniden
ditzenlenscek. Istanbul. meydaniarn oldufu bir kent haline donlisecek.
* Tarini Kig y v enecek.

n yol. yerin altina alinarak Gilhane Parki denize
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Figure 3.17.: Giirtuna: Bus only for women® (Milliyet, 12.03.1999)

3 15.04.1999, Hiirriyet Newspaper.
% “Giirtuna: Kadinlara 6zel otobiis”. Translation by me. https://www.milliyet.com.tr/the-others/gurtuna-
kadinlara-ozel-otobus-5254854
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The news, which was reflected in the Cumhuriyet Newspaper with the headline “Sahafs

(second-hand bookseller) await attention,” mentions the interventions in the square (see,
Figure 3.18.). With the subtitle “The Sahafs (second-hand bookseller), which connects

the past with the future, has begun to lose its identity,” the indifference to the second-

hand booksellers located between the Grand Bazaar and Beyazit Square is highlighted. It

was stated that the bazaar lost its cultural function in 1977, as the municipality temporarily

placed the street vendors who occupied Beyazit Square in the Sahafs (second-hand

booksellers). This and similar “securitization” and ‘“cleaning” objectives of the

municipalities have caused the loss of one of the prominent values of the square, as seen

in this example.

|
|
|
|
|

Gegmisle gelecek arasinda bag kuran garsi, kimligini yitirmeye basladi

Sahaﬂar llgl bhekliyor

Istanbul Haber Servisi - Kapaligarst'nin
Fesgiler Kapist ile Beyazit Meydan: arasin-
dayeralan Lmnbul un eslu"kmpahs\ms
merkezi® Sahaflar Cargisy,
glinlerini 6zliyor,

1970"lerden sonra dokusu hizla bozulan
arg. belediyenin kiralan ain bigimde art
firmass; eski kitaptan anlayan, bu ise goniil

eski hareketh

veren esnafin azalmasi ve isporta baskis-
min huzursuzluk yaratmasi nedeniyle kim
ligini yitirmeye basladL.

Ozellikle 1977de belediyenin Beyazit
Meydani'm isgal eden isportacilan gegici
olarak Sahaflar Carsist'na yerlestirmesiy
le cars: kiiltirel iglevini kaybetmeye basla-
di. Istanbul Sahaflar Cargisi Dernegi Bas-
kan! Adil Sarmusak. c2itim sisteminir
Zismesi, Beyazit'taki fakiiltelerin sayrsimn
azalmasiyla eski kitaplara olan ilginin azal-
digim belirtn

stanbul Biyiksehir Belediyvesi'ne bag
Emindnil Belediyesi'ne ait 49 ol n.nk
plam 42 dnnk indan olusan gary
da bugiin sadece 3-4 dukkan sahaflik ya-
pryor. Diger ditkkanlarda isc “ayakta kala-
bilme” kaygisiyla ders kitaplan, defter, ka-
lem gibi kirtasiye malzemeleri; yabanci
der ulu giincel kitaplar ve yiizik, kolye
gibn hediyelik esyalar satiliyor.

Sahafhik, medrese dgrencileninin 15 v
16. yuzyillarda Fatih nc[kmnlgmhuwk
camilerin etrafinda kitap alim satimi yap-
malar ile birlikte meslek bhaline geldi. Bas-
rah Abdullah Yetimi de sahathigin pin ola-
rak bilinen ilk kitapgiydi

1894 teki [stanbul depremine kadar Ka-
paligarst iinde faaliyet gdsteren sahaflar.
depremden sonra bugiink@ yerlenine tagin-
dilar. Bilim ve kultir adamlanna, Gniver-
sitelere ve kitaphklara birgok basma ve yaz-
ma kitap saglayan sahaflar, 1950'de 6nem

h23

libir yangn gegirdi. Yangin sonrasing:
lediye, caryidaki arsalan ala

fiy ll arla kmu \rrdnum belirterck, bu
"mn i
lan’1n belediye baskanhi yapuigs donem-
de son buldugunu ifade etti
Sarmusak, Dalan doneminde belediyenin

kira taleplennde bliyuk miktarda artis ol-
dugunu ve buna bagh olarak carsida kitap-
Lailgih diger malzemelenn de satlmaya bas-

ladiim sdvledi. Sahafligin “kitap doktor-
lugu” o u soyleyen Sarmusak, artik
kendilenne eski kitap saglayan kaynakla-
nin da kalmadigim ifade etti. “Eskiden boh-

cacreskici denilen sahaflar varde. Mahalle
aralannda dolagir, eski kitaplar toplayip
caryiva getiriflerdi. O kitaplar da agk
arttirmayla saohrdi™diye konusan Sarmu-
sak, d\bcr bir eski kitap kaynaklannmn da,
len bilim adamlan ve Gniversite hocalan-
na ait kitaplann caryida mizayede ile satil-
masi oldugunu belirtti

Nihal Kitabevi, Elif Kitabevi gibi 2-3
dikkimn sadece sahafhk yaptiim vurgu-
layan Sarmusak, sahaflik mesleginin yok ol-
mast halinde gecmisle gelecek arasindaki
bagin da kopacegina dikkat ¢ekti. Sarmu-
sak §oyle devam etti

*“Bizi sahal yapan degerli kitaplan depo-
h.nh.hsnlzmhs:unumz. nlhnhmp

eski qup erbaplanna bu kitaplan wrhr
ruz. Artik arastiran, tartisan bilim adamu.
yazar ve tniversite hocalan da kalmad™

Eskiden sadece Kuran, yazma, kullanil-
mis, elden disme ve diger dini kitaplann
sanldigs carsiya Tanzimat ddneminde ba-
sili kitap da girmeye baghyor. 1950"lerden
sonra ise kitaplann yani sira defter, kalem,
turistik ve hediyelik esyalar sanimaya hag-
Iiyor ve sahaflann miisteri tipi de degisiyor.
Sarmusak, gargiya, okullann agilmasiyla
birlikte dgrencilerin yogun olarak geldig-
ni, eski musterilerin ise fazla ugramadigs-
i soyledi

Sahaflar Carg: sinda kalan son birkag sa-
haf da, uzun siire Istanbul *a bir*kiiltiir mer-
kezi™ olarak hizmet veren ¢arsimin dnemli
sarsintilar gegirdigini ifade ederek devlet-
ten, belediyeden, kiiltiir adamlannda ilgi bek-
lediklerini belirtiyor.

Figure 3.18.: Sahafs (second-hand bookseller) await attention® (Cumhuriyet,
01.11.1999)

NTVArchive's news in 2003 was published with the title “Istanbul gets its squares” (see,

Figure 3.19.). The approach of local elections has led to an increase in the promises of

% «Sahaflar ilgi bekliyor”. Translation by me
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physical intervention in the squares, which are the visible and public spaces of the city.
In the news, not only the projects to be built in Beyazit Square but also the plans and
projects for other squares are mentioned. As in this example, it is seen that the public
spaces used by all citizens are functionalized for local election promises. Again, in this
news, it is seen that the mayor made a decision about an area that concerns the whole city.
In particular, the emphasis on the identity of the square is observed in every political
period change. From this, it can be deduced that the identities of the squares are actually

tried to be shaped by local governments.

Istanbul meydanlarina kavusuyor

istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi,
kentteki tarihi meydanlari arag
trafiginden arindirarak, yeniden asli
kimligine déndiirmek igin bir dizi
projeye start verdi.

Istanbul
aa

16 Aralik 2003— Bayiikgehir Belediye Bagkan Ali Miifit Giirtuna, Taksim
Meydam Kentsel Tasarim Projesi ¢ercevesinde otobiis duraklarimn meydandan
kaldinlarak AKM 'nin yanmdaki kat otoparkina alinacagim sdyledi.

Istanbul quuksehuBaledJyeBs.stmn AhMuﬁtGumms.,]m.nguqdalgssl sonuc artan trafik yodunloFunn ortadan kaldimsak icin

Istanbul’da m i, ancak o dinem igin ¢izim olan bu uygulamamn bugin problem oldufum
kaydederek, sumlan soyledi: © Bunygllamasm.ncukmbu] ;iblmnmblrsehudemeydan]mmmksybemk Biz simdi tarihi kent,
meydanlanna tekrar kavugsun diye atek baglamk. yenmiden kavsak olmsktan qkanp, gezilen

gorilen, turistik, kiiltiirel ve sosyal mekanlara donfistindyomez ™

TAKSIM MEYDANI

Taksim Meydam Fentsel Tasanm Projesi gergevesinde otobiis duraklanmn meydandan kaldinlarak AEM 'nin yanmndaki kat otoparkina
almacafm anlatan Giirnma, su bilgileri verdi:

“Taksim’de meydam pargslayan yollar ortadan ksldhnlacsk. Meydan arag trafifine kapanlacak Maydan ile Gezi Park: amsmdaki
yiikseklik kaldinlarak, meydamm park ile bitinlifi saflanscak. Aynca ileri bir tarihte Gezi Park1mm iginde lazer gosterilerinin de
yapilacag ses ve 15tk havuzn yapilacak ™

Giirtuna, KDW harig 4 trilyon 92 mibyar liraya thale edilen meydan di - ‘halen siindiiEini kaydetti

BEYAZIT MEYDANI

Beyazt Meydam'mn da araq trafifinden srmdm]al:aglm ve Beyamt'a arag giriginin Laleli'den kesilacagini belirten Giirma, zlana
sadace topln ulagim araclan ile turist otobiislerinin girecegini bildirdi.

Giirtana, tramvay ynhma arag ve yaya girigini engellemek igin yapilan beton setler ile duraklann kaldnlarak digik tabanl
mwy]xm hizmeat verecegini, meydandaki ¢irkin gorimtilerin ortadan kaldmlacagim ve tarihi Beyazt Meydan'nda varolan havuzm da
yenidan inga edilacegini belirtt.

EMINONT MEYDANI

Giirtana, Eminfnii'nds ise Yeni Camii ile sahil arasindaki yolu kaldinms imkanlanmn baloumadriim, sncsk bekleme yapan IETT
otobislerini buradan kaldirarak daha ileri bir noktadan ring yapmalanm sagladiklenm anlatm.

Whsr Carsia oo ile iggal slanlanmn tamamen ortadan kaldmlacafim, seyyar sancilars izin verilmeyeceini vurgulaysn Girtuna,
Eminénii-Sirkeci-Beyazt ams cadde, meydan ve evre dizenleme isinin 2002 yib fiyatlanyla 3 trilyon 250 milyar liraya ihale edildiZini ve
Subat 2004 tarihinde bitiflmesinin planlandifim kaydetd.

DIGER PROJELER
Benzer projeler, Mecidiyekdy, Bagiktag, Ks.d.ltuly Bakl.ﬂn:ry Urskiidiar, Hsrem., Ku;ul;ehnece, Pendik, Gingdren ve Topkap: Ealeigi

iginde hamrladiklanm belirten Giirtuna, dahalenpm]
Dlﬂugunnsoy]edl

Giirtana, “Istanbul‘um h.erbnlgesme hurmzydmhnmamhedeﬂ:yomﬁedeﬁmzkmd 'a 100 meydan, 100 gagme. Tuzlz'dan
Avcilar'a kadar ulagmm Zeqtifi yaparak bir taraftan yollanmiz daha verimli we giizel hale getiriyomz, bir
yandan da maydan ksvrammm firatmeye calsynme dedi

Figure 3.19.: Istanbul gets its squares®” (NTVArsiv, 16.12.2003)

37 “Istanbul meydanlarma kavusuyor”. Translation by me. http://arsiv.ntv.com.tr/news/248385.asp
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3.2.5. “Unending” AKP era (from 2004 to 2019)

The three-part coalition government (DSP-MHP-ANAP), which was formed after the
1999 general elections, ruled the country for three years, and after the political partnership
between them broke down, a re-election process was prevented. The 2002 general
elections, which were held two years before the 2004 local elections, also affected the
results of the local elections in this sense. The establishment of the Justice and
Development Party (AKP) by a group of politicians under the leadership of Erdogan after
the closure of the RP was the beginning of a long process that would affect both the local
and general elections and the policies to be developed regarding the organization of the
city. AKP, which came to power in 54 of 81 provinces (URL-6), both throughout the
country and especially in big cities, will continue to rule until the 2019 local elections. In
the general elections in 2002, the AKP, a newly formed party, gained the most votes as a

result of the political and economic situation in this process.

All these developments have formed the AKP's view of urban politics at both the central
and local levels. The decrease in the impact of the financial crisis that the country entered
in 2004 accelerated the urban interventions and led to the start of the planning process on
a large scale. In this period, the vision of the city was defined within the scope of large-
scale plans, and important interventions were made in social and cultural areas as well as
infrastructure works. Again, interventions were made to make the city an international
event/organization and tourism center. In addition, both foreign and domestic capital was
encouraged to invest in urban space (Sentiirk, 2011). In this period, the interventions
towards the city gained momentum. One of the reasons for this is the relative political
stability in the country and the similarity of the means of intervention in the city due to
the political consensus between the center and the locals. At the same time, the center-
local unity caused the problems arising from the differences in political views to decrease.
Again, in this period, a series of legal arrangements were made in order to prevent the
problems arising from the differences in authority regarding urban interventions, and the
majority of the powers of the urban interventions were concentrated in the hands of the
Metropolitan Municipality. The neoliberal understanding of municipalism, which has
been going on since the previous periods, and the perspective that aims to obtain rent
from the whole city are the most important features of this period.
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3.2.5.1. AKP era from 2004 to 2009

In the 2004 local elections, AKP and SHP did not announce their candidates for the
Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality until the deadline. During this period, it was
announced that Kadir Topbas was the candidate for AKP, Sefa Sirmen was the candidate
for the CHP, Masum Tiirker was the candidate for the DSP, Ahmet Vefik Alp was the
candidate for DYP, and Meral Aksener as the candidate of the MHP (Tuncer & Kasapbas,
2004). Looking at the candidates of the parties, it can be said that they are in a race for
the Istanbul local elections, and they wanted to make their power visible here. During this
period, Kadir Topbas made politics by using the influence of Erdogan, who was the mayor
before him.

The AKP demonstrated its success in the 2002 general elections in the Istanbul local
elections as well. AKP won the elections with 45% of the votes (URL-7). Beyazit Square
and its surroundings are affiliated with Eminonii District Municipality until 7 March
2008. After this date, the square remained within the administrative borders of the newly
established Fatih District Municipality.®® Again, Nevzat Er, who was nominated by the

AKP, won the elections in Eminénii, which is the district municipality.

According to Dogan, this period ushered in a new phase of neoliberal Islamist
municipalism (Dogan, 2011). Dogan explains the reason for this with the process of
transition from religiosity to conservatism with the addition of the logic of global
capitalism. This started a process in which urban spaces and public spaces were decorated
with Islamic motifs, while at the same time, commercialization was not blocked by any
religious value. On the one hand, construction and zoning activities continued by using
Islamic capital. On the other hand, the entrance of national and international large capital
to the city was ensured by the municipality. In this period, it was seen that sociological

changes, the construction of a new citizen, and publicness were aimed at the physical

38 According to article 2, paragraph 2 of Law No. 5747 on Establishing Districts within the Boundaries of
Metropolitan Municipality and Amending Some Laws, Emindnii district was abolished; In accordance with
the first paragraph of the temporary article 2 of the same law, the legal entity of Eminénii Municipality was
abolished and joined Fatih Municipality with its neighborhoods.

See. https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/MevzuatMetin/1.5.5747.pdf
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plans and projects that intervened in the city. This approach is also seen in Kadir Topbas's

“Healthy city, healthy life, healthy environment, healthy generation” equation.3®

Starting from this period, during the AKP rule, when we look at the news about Beyazit

Square, it is seen that there were many interventions to the square. However, in the period

when Kadir Topbas was first elected, not many findings were reached. Pedestrianization

projects come to the fore in the news, which is reflected in the Cumhuriyet Newspaper

with the headline “Impositions in the Capital of Culture” (see, Figure 3.20.)
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Figure 3.20.: Impositions in the Capital of Culture*® (Cumhuriyet, 17.11.2007)

% 06.08.2007, Hiirriyet Newspaper.
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40 “Kiiltiir Bagkenti’nde dayatmalar”. Translation by me.
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Again, in this period, when the annual activity reports of the municipalities are examined,
it has been determined that a number of spatial interventions have been made regarding
the square, mostly on a small scale. The first of these is the intervention to prevent
sidewalk occupations by removing peddlers from the area (see, Figure 3.21.). As seen in
this example, there are not only physical interventions in the public space but also
prohibitions, obstructions, restrictions, and punishments.

Dilencilerle Miicadeleye Yonelik Denetimler

Seyyar Saticilara Yonelik Yapilan Denetimler

Istanbul'un ana arterleri ve meydanlarina yonelik olarak
belediyenin yapmis oldugu calismalar sonu¢ vermis ve seyyar
satict ve kaldinm isgalleri biyik oranda engellenmistir.
Ozellikle Emindnl, Beyazit, Aksaray ve Kadikdy meydanlari
seyyar saticilardan arindinlmistir ve sirekli kontrol altinda
tutulmaktadir. Isyerlerinin kaldinm isgallerine yonelik yapilan
calismalarda da Kabahatler Kanununa istinaden cezai
mieyyideler uygulanmaktadir.

Figure 3.21.: Inspections for Itinerant Vendors in 2009 IMM Annual Activity Report

The 1/100.000 scaled Istanbul Provincial Environmental Plan, approved in 2006, also
explains the development decisions regarding Beyazit Square and its surroundings as a
high-scale plan (see, Figure 3.22.). According to the map, it is seen that Beyazit Square
and its surroundings are the historical and commercial centers. Again, in the synthesis

report of the map, it was determined that one of the neighborhoods with the most
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commercial activities on the European Side of Istanbul is the Beyazit District, where the
square is located (1/100.000 dlgekli istanbul 11 Cevre Diizeni Plan1 Sentez Raporu,
2006)*

Figure 3.22.: 2006 - 1/100.000 scale Istanbul Provincial Environmental Plan

In the Research Report of the Environmental Plan, Beyazit Square is stated as “another
creator of the image of Istanbul, the focus on the converging and intersecting roads, one
of the most important center-focal points emphasizing the image and aesthetics of the
Province of Istanbul” (1/100.000 &lgekli Istanbul Il Cevre Diizeni Plam1 Arastirma
Raporu, 2006, p. 847). Again, in his research report, it is mentioned that the people living
in Istanbul lose interest in the history of Istanbul, but that history always directs people.
It is seen that citizens are put in a passive position in changing this and speaking about
the future of the city by ascribing a role to public spaces and their symbolic values, saying
that “it does this with its topography, great monuments, roads, and squares.” Despite all
this, the 2006 Istanbul Environmental Plan is known as one of the most detailed planning

studies for Istanbul.

412006 - 1/100.000 scale Istanbul Provincial Environmental Plan
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In the synthesis report of the Istanbul Environmental Plan, one of the strategies for culture
and tourism is related to the arrangement of the existing squares of Istanbul. The
following target is stated in the relevant article:
The process of increasing and disseminating social projects with the active participation of NGOs
for the renewal of neighborhoods and districts beyond the area scale such as Beyoglu, Tarlabasi,
Cankurtaran, Beyazit, Yedikule through the ‘Improving and Developing the Stock of Cultural
Heritage and Buildings in the Metropolitan Area’ program. In this article, non-governmental
organizations are shown as participants in the construction of public spaces. (1/100.000 6lgekli
Istanbul i1 Cevre Diizeni Plan1 Sentez Raporu, 2006)
This approach, in which there is a distinction between civil society and citizens
constituting the public, limits the participation processes to certain groups. Giiven Giirkan
Oztan explains this situation by stating as “Because governments want to make politics
within the borders they have determined, they tend to narrow the political space and curb

participation” (Oztan, 2013, p. 167).

3.2.5.2. AKP era from 2009 to 2014

In the election held on March 29, 2009, the AKP decided to continue with Kadir Topbas,
who was already in office. Kemal Kiligdaroglu was nominated by the Republican People's
Party (CHP) in this period. With the assertiveness of the candidates of the two major
parties, this election period was more contentious, and the promises about projects and
plans for the city came to light during this time. Kadir Topbas became the Mayor of
Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality with 44.35% of the votes in that election (URL-8).

During this period, the area where Beyazit Square was located remained within the
administrative boundaries of the newly established Fatih Municipality. Mustafa Demir,
who was the mayor of Fatih in the previous period when Eminonii and Fatih districts were
separate, continued his duty as the mayor of Fatih after the merger of the districts. In the
2011 general elections, which took place between the 2009 local elections and the 2014
local elections, the AKP came back to power with a high vote rate of 49.83% (URL-8).
This situation also reinforced the power of local governments, and in this direction,

acceleration and scale expansion were experienced in urban interventions. Especially the
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urban policies discussed over Istanbul have been a determining factor in this general

election.

While the pace of urban interventions increased in the whole city, the city was tried to be
shaped with large-scale projects in some regions, and partial approaches called zoning
amendments in some regions. In this period, the newspaper news included the
interventions made to make Beyazit Square and its surroundings a touristic place and to
market it. For example, in the newspaper article titled “They said ‘We will not harm,’
then they cut down 12 trees”, it is mentioned that a film shot in the region has damaged
the natural and historical monuments in the surrounding area (see, Figure 3.23.).

"Zarar vermeyecegiz' dediler, 12 agac kestiler

GOnosilems Tarth: Nisan 18, 2012 1230

007 James Bond serleinin son Mimi ‘Skytaif'in Eminond ve Beyazit' celamiert neden olmustu.
Simdi Iss boigeds Ikamet eden baz qOrRA tanikian, fMimin cekimisrt Igin IKis! assrtik cmar, 12 adacin Kesliaidint Iddia stt.

Habertrk Gazetesinden Serkan AKKOC ve Ozan Kise'in naberine qore: 007 James Bond serisinin son fimi “Skyfaiun stanbul EMinond ve Beyaza eroskiesen
‘gekimiert igin, noe 3agiar Kesid, yoilar Kapatic:. SOnra bir motosikiets, KOVAII3Ca S3SING3 N bir binad3 yer 33n mOcevher AJKK3NINN Vtrninl prampargs el
‘Avalaringa HOTam y02000n0n de buNGUQL Dirgok 2! Mo2herat yenere s3I, lsyesne Qaip Atanak tutiuran Mete Boyoer, “DOKK3NT 0an bina 1461 13 1489 yilan
rasnda yapimis. Omotor dlev 36 AOKK3NMI Yaksa bunun hesain: KIm vereoskii? SIKAyetoim” dedil. Daha sorraki qUn oian pazaries Ise Gzeilitle 550 il i
Kapalicarsmin, 1785t yapéan, 227 seneilk catisna cikaréan motositistier, Kiremizenn Ostinde cit 310, baziannin kinimasina neden oid.

EMINONONDE IKISI ASIRLIK CINAR, 12 AGAC KESTILER

Adanada baslayan [ yankilan, Fim ekt Enossinden basiadt. EMIngnd Meydaninin 5 Mays'a kadar aralikana ¥anae
Kapatiacak oimas: Ik qOnden tarbsmalara neden olau. Fath Belediyes), qlnier ncesingen bOieds haziniara basiad. Onceilkie boigedell baz aQacar kesid ve
Dudand. Kesilen 333ciar rasinda kavak ve INCIN Yan I3, Y35 3SK13r Varan ¢inar a%acian da bunuyordu. Fath Belediyes! Ise kesim ve budamanin timie ligtl
M3t 3;klarken, 303 meveimss! budama yaplad 3ikiandl. Keshen a0aciam yerine ihiamur ve disbudak gibl ekonomik SmrlD olan 3gagiarn dikiaY! belrtidl.

Iamet ecen b3z Qo0 boye DI Uy 25 351k Cnar 12 393cin im kin Keslian 10353 ettl.
PARAVANLI ONLEM “FILM EXIE! PLASTIR KIREMIT KULLANDI'
3 motorsiketn DuUNGUQU abd3 Yakiasik 20 Qirevl hummal b caisma. & Yovetem Kerbe Dy ek ik,
YaDiordu. Beton zeminds Kovaiamaca sanesinin provaEnN: yapan

bin, SSO ik tarhi casindayd. ylek ¢

Tanni esar ek, “Fikm chibe, madece gehws ek et

g tamirat iZne bal gabda oriarca Kink Kiremit goze Gt DO yeniden
Ka3lICars(ya giden MUnabirmiZ. bu sefer bir - Tambes Vatikes

catnn aani "t Kagmdioey
X0/ QOOKD. e

berioet,

ESERLER! TANITIM ICIN FEDA ETMEYIZ e ity dye ks

catisinda 3 tepkisine neden
cidu. James Bond fiml sahnelerinin oeKimesint degerendiren sanat tarcés! Prof. Dr GGndl Cantay, yasak
GduQUny hatriatarak, “lstarbu, S2siikle de Tariy Yanmaca fimya da pito alol, Eer tzn \, KOtr Sakanhl
veya Kapangarg! g Vakiiar Ganel denetimi atnds Uygun fantImina Katkis| ebette
X olumiu oiacakir. Ancak rekiam Katiis: oi3cak alye ant esenienimizin Zarar Qomes! Kabul edbeilr mi? ANt esefleriTiz rekiama feda ediebiir m/?” dive konusiu, Prof.
Cartay, n bir sredir

Figure 3.23.: They said “we will not harm”, then they cut down 12 trees*? (Hiirriyet,
18.04.2012)

42 «7arar vermeyecegiz' dediler, 12 agaci kestiler”. Translation by me.
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/zarar-vermeyeceqgiz-dediler-12-agaci-kestiler-20369499
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According to the news, the institutions responsible for the supervision of the process are
the Ministry of Culture, the Governorship of Istanbul, and the Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality. Interventions like these for the purpose of “marketing the cities” both affect
the daily use of the space and cause the loss of the public space quality by being
commercialized. In addition, historical and natural beauties become a commodity that

will only be the subject of movies with this approach.

In the tourism supplement of Cumhuriyet Newspaper, it is seen that a tour company
advertises a travel route called “Conquest ‘or’ Fall: Fatih's Reconstruction of Istanbul”
consisting of Beyazit Square, Bayezid Mosque, Panoroma 1453 History Museum,
Yedikule Fortress, Walls, Fatih Complex, Tekfur Palace, Mahmud Pasha Mosque (see,
Figure 3.24.). The first point that draws attention here is the finding and marketing of a
historical region in the tourism supplement of a newspaper. Another important point is
that some events selected from historical processes form spaces organized according to
the logic of power, the dominant ideology, economic order, and discourse, as Lefebvre

states.

FEST'le tarih gezileri...

24 Kasim 2012 Cumartesi: USKUDAR Ilvaz Efendi Camisi, Eylip Zal Mahmut Pasa

Mihrimah Sultan Kiilliyesi, Yeni Valide Kiilli-
yesi, Kara Davut Paga Camisi, Nurbanu Sul-
tan Hamami, Semsi Pasa Kiilliyesi, Rum
Mehmed Pasa Camisi, Ayazma Camisi, Ah-
mediye Kiilliyesi, Aziz Mahmud Hiidai Tekke-
si, Usklidar Mahkemesi, Giilfem Hatun Cami-
si, Devati Mustafa Efendi Turbesi, Toptas!
Atik Valide Kiilliyesi, Cinili Camisi ve Selimiye
Kiilliyesi. (Bazi yapilar digandan gortlecektir).

24 Kasim 2012 Cumartesi:

BOGAZICI KALELERI -1  (ANADOLU YA-
KASI)

Istanbul’'un Anadolu yakasinin
stratejik 6nemi nedeniyle yapilmis
olan Anadolu Hisari, Anadolu
Kavagi Kalesi, Yoros Kalesi,
Poyroz Kalesi, Hasan Pasa Kale-
si ve Riva Kalesi

1 Aralik 2012 Cumar-

tesi:

ISTANBUL'DA TEK-
KELER VE MEVLEVIHA-
NELER (Anadolu Yakasi)

Uskiidar Mevlevihanesi, Aziz Mahmud Hi-
dai Tekkesi (Celveti Tekkesi), Uskldar Valide
Sultan Tekkesi (Halveti Tekkesi), Karacaah-
met Sultan Tlrbesi ve Cem Evi ve Sahkulu
Sultan Tekkesi (Bektasi Tekkesi).

1 Aralik 2012 Cumartesi:

ISTANBUL’DA MIMAR SINAN YAPILARI - II
Besiktas Sinan Pasa Camisi, Findikli Molla
Celebi Camisi, Tophane Kili¢ Ali Paga Camisi,
Azapkapt Sokulu Mehmet Pasa Camisi, Ok-

meydani, Piyale Pasa Camisi, Ayvansaray

Camisi ve Topkapi Kara Ahmed Pasa Camisi.
2 Aralik 2011 Pazar:
FETIH “YA DA” DUSUS: FATIH'IN ISTAN-
BUL’'U YENIDEN KURGULAMASI
Panaroma 1453 Tarih Mizesi, Surlar, Yedi-
kule Hisan, Fatih Kulliyesi, Tekfur Sarayi,
Mahmud Paga Camisi, Beyazit Meydani, Ba-
yezid Camisi.
2 Aralik 2012 Pazar:
ADIM ADIM BEYOGLU - Il  PERA- I
Galatasaray Meydani, Aznavur
Pasaji, Hacopulos Pasaji, Ro-
yal Hotel, Blyiik Londra Ofeli,
Kallavi Sokak, Olivio Ge-

sesi, Elhamra Pasaji, Sa-
int Trinite Kilisesi, Nur-u Zi-

@ & cidi, Rejans, Misirli Apart-
P ~  mani, Saint Antoine Kili-

ya Sokak, Mason Locasi,

Fransiz Kralligi Saray, Hol-
landa Sarayi, Postacilar Sokagi, Santa Terra
Sapeli, Fransa Kralligi Mahkeme Binasi, Ve-
nedik Sarayi, Santa Maria Draperis Kilisesi,
Rus Sarayi, Suriye Pasaji, Markiz, Tomtom
Sokak, Hidivyal Palas Oteli, Asmali Mescit,
Pera Palas Oteli, Eski Amerikan Sefaret Bina-
si, Kroker Oteli, Union Frangaise Binasi, Val-
laury Evi, Botter Apartmani, Narmanl Pasaji,
Isvec Sefarethanesi, Tiinel, Metro Han, 6. Be-
lediye Dairesi, Dogan Apartmani, Kinm Kilise-
si, sivil mimarlik 6rnekleri ve sokak dokusu.
(Bazi yapilar disaridan gorilecektir.) Ayrnintili
bilgi igin: 212-5591940 532-2314896
azizlerli@yahoo.com

Figure 3.24.: History trips with FEST*?® (Cumhuriyet Tourism Supplement, 14.11.2012)

43 “FEST’le tarih gezileri”. Translation by me.
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In a column published in Cumhuriyet Newspaper in the period, it is mentioned that

squares are places that create opposition and political space to undermine the power of

the government (see, Figure 3.25.). The publication date of the newspaper coincides with

the days of the Gezi Resistance. While projects are being carried out on the local

government's marketing of the city and squares, on the other hand, the evaluation of the

power of counter-public space practices that emerged in the Gezi Resistance to undermine

the power of the squares is reflected in the media. In addition, it was stated in the article

that Adnan Menderes struggled a lot with Beyazit Square, but could not succeed, and the

mass demonstrations that started at the end of this brought his own fate. Then, again, it

has been commented that the political powers are afraid of the “opposition to the square”

to the extent that they weaken, leading the governments to close the squares. Examples

such as the continuous renewal of Beyazit Square by every power in the historical process,

leaving it under construction, and closing it with bans are a response to the comments

reflected in this newspaper article.

_— 2000°LI YILLAR
Erdal ATABEK

crdulatak @ gmail com

e Tel: 0,554 694 13 39

%

Meydanlann iktidan...

Meydanlar her zaman iktidarlara
kar gittir,

YWandaglar meydanlara dolusup
bafingmaz. Onlar destekledikler iktidann
nimetlerini béligsmekle ugrasirar. Ama
iktidann kargitlar,, kendileri gibi olan,
kendilerinden olanlann toplastign
meydanlarda seslerini duyurmaya
cahsirlar.

Fransa'da Concord Meydan

Cin'de Tiananmen Meydan.

Misir'da Tahrir Meydan.

Adnan Menderes Beyazit Meydaru ile
cok ujrasmist. Bozmaya galist, olmad)
Oradan baslayan kitle gésterileri de
kendisinin sonu oldu.

Taksim Meydar, Tarkiye'nin kiltlr ve
politika tarihidir.

Ortasindaki Cumhuriyet Anit, Ata'va
baswvurma noktasidir. Simdi onanm
bahanesiyle kapatilan AtatOrk KaOltlr
Merkezi, herkesin bir etkinlikle katildign
yerdir. Gevresi ylksek yapilarla dolmus
da olsa Gezi Parki, meydandan basglayan
Istiklal Caddesi, asafiya dogru inen 4nlid
madazalan, lokantalan, birahaneleri ile
tzel bir anlarm vardir. Gigek Pasaj her
zaman ilgi geken bir bulugma mekaridir.
Daha sonra “Curmartesi Anneleri” de bu
caddede toplanacak, kayiplanm herkese
hatirlatacaklardir

Taksim Meydan"ndan bu iktidar hig
hoglanmadi. Taksim'e cami yaparak
durusunu degistirmek istediler. Hala da
bu proje gindemdedir. Gezi Parki"ri
kaldinp Taksim kiglas: bahanesiyvle
aligveris merkezi yapmanin pesindeler.

Camilerle AVM lerin birlikte durusu da
ilgingtir ve |Islamin kapitalizmle nasil
uyustuguna isaret etmektedir. |badet ile
ticaret hangi din felsefesi ile agiklaruyor,
bilmiyorum. Islamin sadeligi ile
ginidmizin liks igindeki dindarlan
ashinda bagdasmiyorlar, ama hig de
yvadirganir gérinminyor.

Figure 3.25.: The power of the squares** (Cumhuriyet, 06.05.2013)

4 “Meydanlarin iktidar”. Translation by me.

Siyasal iktidarlar zayfladiklan olgOde
‘meydan muhalefeti'nden korkmaya
basglarlar. Bu korku da onlan meydanlan
kapatmaya gttirir. Silivr de durusmay
izlemeye gelen, tutuklularla dayarigma
gostermek isteyen kitlelere yapilan zulme
varan gsiddet gdsterilerinin nedeni de bu
korkudur

1 Mayis 2013"te Taksim Meydani'nda
yagsananlarnn nedeni de budur. lktidar,
meydan muhalefetinden korkmaktadir.

Zayflayan siyasal iktidar, toplumu
kapal salonlara, gireni cikam belli
mekanlara sokmaya calisir. Meydanlara
cilap da muhalif oldugunu haykiran
kalabalklann toplumu etkilemesinden
korkar. Bu korku da iktidan siddet
gostermeye yoneltir. Ofke-giddet-saldin
zinciri elbette kendi karsit tepkisine yol
acar.

Peki, iktidar zayflarmig midir? Yaptinlan
anketler oy oraninda digme oldugunu
gtstermiyor. Buna karsin iktidann
zayifladigir nerden ¢ikanyoruz?

Evet, iktidar zayflamigtir ve zayiflama
sirmektedir. COnki artik herkes, AKP'ye
oy veren yandaslan da, Tlrkiye'nin bu
iktidarla béltinmeye gétirildagini, bunu
da Amerika'nin "BOProjesi” geredince
yvapildigim gériyor. Ordunun basinda
gorev yaprmig generaller “terdrist”
suclamas jile hapislerde tutulurken
Abdullah Ocalan’in “lmral™ kod adiyla
gizlenerek “mizakere edilen deviet
adarn” kabul edildigini gbriyor.

Bunlan AKP'liler de gériyor. “Akan
kanlar dursun”, “Anneler aglarmasin” gibi
herkesin kabul edecegi sloganlann
arkasinda nelerin yapilmakta oldugunu
herkes gériiyor. Tek sesi gikmayan
“Elemeye devam eden pasif CHP 'ye
karsin” toplum olan bitenin farkinda.

Meydanlarnn iktidan sandiklara alkip
sonucu degistirmeden elbette iktidar
degismesz, ama bu isler de béyle gitmez.
Sandiklann sonucu da hig beklenmedik
zamanda dejisecektir.

Turkiye, ne yapilsa Cumhuriyetin
kurulus felsefesinden ayrimayacaktir.

Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk
yenilmeyecektir...
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In the IMM Annual Activity Report published in 2012, it is seen that the Urban Design
Idea Project for Beyazit Square was tendered (see, Figure 3.26.). Also, the tender
processes or results related to the urban design project are shared with the public after the
project has been implied. Although the annual reports prepared are a report of the urban
services that the municipality is responsible for, information such as that the projects were
not shaped by the participation processes beforehand, how much budget is required for

the tasks, and from where this budget is met are not shared.

Tablo 13 Tamamlanmig Cephe ve Zemin Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasarim Uygulama Projeleri

Proje Adi lige Inale Tarhi Iin Biti Tarhi
EsenleresiTem-E5 Badlant Yolu (Esenler Kavsadi-Gazi Cad. Gilzergahi) Zemin Rehabilitasyonu KentselTasanm Uygulama Frojes Esenler 00 012
Beyazt Meydani Kentsel Tasanim Fikir rojesi Fatih m m2
BeyeztMeydan Kentel esarm ki FrojesiMaket Tini Fatih 0 012
Beyazt Meydan: Kentsel Tasarim FikirProjest Animasyon Temini Fatih m 02

Kaynak. Etlid ve Projeler Daire Baskanlid, 2012

Figure 3.26.: 2012 IMM Annual Activity Report
In the IMM Annual Activity Report published in 2013, it is stated that 30% of the Beyazit

Square Urban Design Implementation Project has been completed (see, Figure 3.27.).
Between these two published reports, information was not found about the details of the
project. The local government has not officially issued a report on the progress in Beyazit
Square, a public space. However, information about urban projects can be obtained from

newspaper reports that include statements made by mayors.
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Proje Ad IhaleTarihi lsin Bitis Tarihi  Fiziki Gerceklesme

Bagalar Bagalar, Esenler, Sultangazi ligeleri Cephe R 50 961 Adet Binanin Cephe Rehabilitasyonu
Esenler Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasanim Uygulama Kentsel Tasanm Uygulama Projesi
Sultangazi Projesi
Galata Bilgesi Kentsel Tasanm Rehberi Kentsel Tasanm Rehberi Hazirlanmasi,
Hazirlanmas, Cati ve Sokak Arayiizleri 2013 2014 Catr ve Sokak Arayizlerinin Sagliklastiri-
Saliklagtima Kentsel Tasanm Projeleri mast ve 100 Adet Catinin Sagliklagtinimast
Beyazit Meydani Kentsel D Pt 16.250m? ik Balgenin Zemin ve 235 Adet
Tasanim Uygulama Projesi Binanin Cephe Rehabilitasyonu lidir.

Kaynak. Etud ve Projeler Daire Baskanlig, 2013

Figure 3.27.: 2013 IMM Annual Activity Report

Facade rehabilitation projects are prepared in order to bring a modern appearance to the

main arteries of the cities, to contribute to urban aesthetics, and to put an end to the visual

pollution on the facades of the buildings. In the IMM Annual Activity Report published
in 2014, it is seen that 30% of the project is still completed (see, Figure 3.28.). This

information in the report shows that there has yet to be any development regarding the

ongoing project regarding the square in the past year. In addition, the details of urban

design requirements and principles are determined by the technical teams that realize

these projects. Again, details such as the area to be covered by the signs, notices, and

advertisements on the facades of the buildings and which materials can be used are also

determined by the technicians under the authority of the local governments.

Fiziki

Proje Adi ihi  Bitig Tarihi

Agiklama

Gergeklegme

istanbul Geneli ﬁ;?gﬁ;ﬂ;ﬁ.f:l Ef“g]zf‘ Kprisi Arasi Cephe Rehabiltasyonu 2012 2014 %100 1305 Adet Binanin Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasarim Uygulama Projesi
Beyodlu Galata Balgesi Kentsel Tasanm Rehberi Hazirlanmasi, Cati ve Sokak Arayiizleri 2013 2014 %100 Kentsel Tasarm Rehberi Hazirlanmasi, Cati ve Sokak Araylzlerinin

&g Sagliklagtirma Kentsel Tasarim Projeleri Sagliklastinlmasi ve 100 adet Catinn Sagbklastinlmas:
sile iﬁiﬁ‘az:m"mﬁ:‘&'ﬂ"“ Caddes Cephe Rehabilitasyonu 2013 2014 %100 189 Adet Binanin Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasanm Uygulama Projesi
Fatih Beyazit Meydan Kentsel Tasanm Uygulama Projesi 2013 2014 %30 16.250m? ik bolgenin zemin ve 235 adet binanin cephe rehabilitasyonu isidir
Beyodl Beyoglu llgesi Teksirm Meydan: Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tesanm 2014 2015 %35 189 Adet Binanin Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasanm Uygulama Projesi

Uygulama Projesi

Fatih Sultanahmet Meydaninda Ses ve Isik Tasanm Projesi 2014 2014 %100 Sultanahmet Meydaninda Ses ve Isik Tasanmi Yapilmast
sile l?'rl;igl;“‘ Deniz ileti Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasanm Uygulama 2014 2015 %35 181 Adet Binanin Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasanm Uygulama Projesi
Istanbul Geneli : Kentsel Tasanm Rehberi Arama Konferansi 2014 2015 %1 100 Kigilik Kentsel Tasarim Rehberi Arama Konferansi

Kaynak. Etiid ve Projeler Daire Bagkanl, 2014

Figure 3.28.: 2014 IMM Annual Activity Report
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The first images of the urban design project were shared in this report published in 2014
(see, Figure 3.29.). The report regarding the visuals shared as “suggestive design” states
that 30% of the project has been completed. In this sense, it is seen that the public does

not participate in the design processes, and even the decided design is not shared.

=

Figure 3.29.: Beyazit Square Urban Design Application Project, Proposal Design, in
2014 Annual Activity Report

3.2.5.3. AKP era from 2014 to 2017

The 2014 local elections were held after the 2013 Gezi Resistance, one of the most
massive protests in the history of Turkey. Both during and after the Gezi Resistance, the
social opposition created park forums and various political discussion grounds, thus
expanding the use of public space and claiming to re-establish the citizen-state
relationship. Giiven Giirkan Oztan talks about the effect of the spirit of solidarity and
togetherness that emerged during the Gezi Resistance, which goes beyond the given
antagonisms, shakes the dominant bourgeois values and the security-law template, thus

76



transforming the social and political from a libertarian perspective (Oztan, 2013). The
Gezi Resistance was, of course, discredited by the governments and tried to be forgotten.
Especially Gezi, which is one of the most massive movements to shake the AKP's years-
long power, has been tried to be erased from both memories and cities with various
prohibitions and policies. We can say that during the Gezi Resistance, a contrasting public
space construction, as defined by Negt and Kluge, was dominant (Negt & Kluge, 1993
(1972)). However, due to the subject of the study, it is necessary to look at how this
opposing publicity was eliminated in the process leading to the local elections and in the

urban policies of the victorious sovereign after the elections.

It is seen that the parties gave importance to the province of Istanbul in the 2014 elections.
In particular, the influence of the Gezi Resistance, which | mentioned above, and the
opposition to the AKP's years-long rule, have led to more intense work on local elections
in Istanbul. Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), which had an important place in the
political arena during this period, also put forward a candidate for mayor in Istanbul. As
the alternative and opposing public struggles that emerged during the Gezi Resistance
could not be collected under the umbrella of a political party, the AKP again retained the
mayorship of Istanbul with a high rate of 47.92% (URL-9). In this period, Kadir Topbas

was nominated again.

The urban opposition that emerged in this period struggled against the conservative
policies of the government and urban interventions. The AKP's interventions in city
politics in Beyazit Square and its surroundings were reflected in the news under various
headings. The target shown as a “participatory municipality” in the AKP's election
manifesto does not reflect the truth when an article about Beyazit Square is examined in
the Cumhuriyet Newspaper (see, Figure 3.30.). A CHP councilor of Fatih Municipality
stated that the public, students, and professional chambers were not included in the
process regarding the project announced by the metropolitan municipality in Beyazit
Square. As can be seen in this example, it is seen that no actor who has the right to speak
on the square participates in the process, and intervention in the public space is necessary
by the municipality, which holds power. Again, in the news, it was stated that the square
turned into a construction site due to the restoration and that Istanbul University students
reached the school with the guidance of hand-drawn signboards placed in the surrounding

area. In addition, it has been stated that the VVezneciler Underpass, located in the entrance
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construction will also join the square site.

et g™
‘Halka da bir

® Beyazit Meydani yenileniyor

Meydan
bittiginde
bu sekilde
gorunecek.

sorsaydiniz’

Istanbul Haber Servisi -
Istanbul Universitesi'nin (IU)
ana gins kapisi ve Beyazit
Camisi’'nin de yer aldigi Beya-
zit Meydani yenileniyor. Resto-
rasyan nedeniyle Beyazit Mey-
dani santiye alanina dondii.
|U &grencileri, insaat alaninin
cevresindeki paravanlara “el
cizimi yonlendirme levhala-
n” yerlestirmek gibi alternatif
cozumler treterek okullanina
ulagmaya calisiyor. Fatih
Belediyesi'nin CHP'li Giyesi
Soner Ozimer, “Proje yapi-
lirken halka, 6grencilere ve

lek odalarina sorulsayd
daha iyi olurdu. Umuyoruz
eski Beyazit Meydani’'ni bize
arattirmaz” dedi.

Beyazit Meydani’ndaki
restorasyon calismalar kap-

saminda I0'yii meydanla
bulusturan ana kapi 6niinde
bulunan tarihi merdivenler
gegici olarak kaldinldi. IU ana
kapisindan Elektrik |daresi'ne
kadar olan bélim sac levha-
larla kapatildi. Meydan’da bu-
lunan tarihi Beyazit Cami’'nde
de restorasyon calismalan
basladi. Ogrencilerin tiniver-
sitenin boélimlerine ulasmak
igin, uzun bir yol katetmesi
gerekiyor. Eski ismi Dartilfi-
nun altgecidi olan Vezneciler
altgecidi de yaklasik 5 milyon
liraya yenilenerek yiiksekligi
2.90 metreden 4.70 metreye
cikartildi. Meydandaki diikkani
olan esnafa yikim icin tebligat
gonderildi. Proje ile diikkan
alanlan da Beyazit Meydani’na
katiimasi planlaniyor.

area of the square, has been renewed. The shops demolished for the underpass

Figure 3.30.: Beyazit Square is Renovated “Wish you would asked the public’**
(Cumbhuriyet, 28.01.2015)

In the Annual Activity Report published in 2015, it was stated that the Beyazit Square
Urban Design Implementation Project, which was said to have been tendered in 2012,

will be completed in 2016 (see, Figure 3.31.).

45 «Beyazit Meydam Yenileniyor — ‘Halka da bir sorsaydiniz’”. Translation by me.
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ilce Proje Tahmini Bitis Yili

—0 O L
Bagailar Bagcilar Meydan ve Zeminalt Otopark Elektrik Revize Projesi 2016
Bahcelievler Sirinevler Kent Meydani ve Cevresinin Diizenlenmesi ile Otopark Projesi 2016
Bakirkdy Bakirkdy Ozgiirik Meydan Diizenleme Prajesi 2016
Begiktag Besiktas Ortakoy Meydani ve Cevresi Duzenleme Projesi 2016
Begiktag Besiktas Meydani Diizenleme Projesi 2016

feterya ve Meydan Dizenleme Projesi 2016
Beyoglu Seyr-i Istanbul Halic Alternatifinin Silugt Calismast 2016
Beyoglu Istiklal Caddesi Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasarnm Uygulama Projesi 2016
Beyoglu Tophane ile Kasimpasa Arasinda Fetih Yolunun Canlandirlmasi Projesi 2016
Eytp Eyup Meydani Ve Yakin Cevresi Kentsel Tasanmi 2016
Fatih Fatih Aksaray Meydani ve Yakin Cevresi Kentsel Tasarim Projesi 2016
Fatih Molla Zeyrek Camii Yakin Cevresi Cephe ve Zemin Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasanm Uygulama Projesi 2016
Fatih Beyazit Meydani Kentsel Tasanim Uygulama Projesi 2016
Fatih Sirkeci Demiryolu Hatti Cephe Rehabilitasyonu Kentsel Tasanm|Uygulama Projesi 2016
Fatih Eminenu Aligegit ici Dukkanlarinin Cephe ve Altgecit Zemin Tasanim Calismalan 2016

Figure 3.31.: 2015 IMM Annual Activity Report

In the same report, another visual about the project was included (see, Figure 3.32.). After
the annual report published in 2014, this is the third visual shared with the citizens. In this
sense, it is seen that the public does not participate in the design processes of a square
that concerns everyone and cannot access public information about a design decision to

be made by the municipality.

Figure 3.32.: Fatih, Beyazit Square Urban Design Application Project in 2014 IMM
Annual Activity Report

It is seen that Beyazit Square is also included in the “Completed Facade and Ground
Rehabilitation Urban Design Implementation Projects” in the IMM Annual Activity
Report published in 2016 (see, Figure 3.33.).
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ilce Proje

1 Fatih Beyazit Meydani

2 Beyoglu istiklal Caddesi

3 Beyoglu Tepebasi Otopark

4 Fatih Halic Metro Gecis Glizergahina Bakan Binalar
5 Umraniye Alemdag, Sttt Imam ve Mithatpaga Caddeleri

Kaynak. Etiid ve Projeler Daire Baskanligi, 2016

Figure 3.33.: 2016 IMM Annual Activity Report

In the same report, a visual from the square was shared by giving details about the
completed project (see, Figure 3.34.). The annual reports published in 2013 and 2014
shared that the facade rehabilitation was 30% completed. The annual report published in
2016 states that an urban design implementation project for facade rehabilitation has been

prepared. In the project, it is striking that a pool was placed in the middle of the square.

Beyazit Meydani; Beyazit Meydani ve cevresini iceren
bélgenin 16.250 m*1ik alaninin zemin rehabilitasyonu
ve bdlgede yer alan 235 adet binanin cephe
rehabilitasyonuna iliskin kentsel tasarim uygulama
projesi hazirlanmustir.

Figure 3.34.: Beyazit Square Urban Design Application Project, Fatih in 2016 IMM
Annual Activity Report

In the news, with the heading “Dariilfiiniin Underpass in Vezneciler will be rebuilt,” it
can be seen that the underpass, which has created a big problem in the perception of
Beyazit Square, has been renewed (see, Figure 3.35.). The news stated that the
Dariilfiinin Underpass in Fatih-Vezneciler will be demolished and rebuilt due to its
insufficient height and damage to the underpass by high vehicles. However, there is no
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information on the effect of this destruction process. As Richard Sennett stated, urban
spaces that do not have a function-purpose relationship are transformed into “neutral
spaces” by using them only as a transition area (Sennet, 2002). For this reason, one of the
most significant factors that prevent squares from being a transition area is the continuity
of the functions of the square space and the structures that make up the square.
Furthermore, functional continuity provides the emergence of urban identity by creating

rituals for the community in the urban space (Krier, 1979).

Vezneciler’deki Dariilfiindn
Altgecidi yeniden insa edilecek

Glncelleme Tarhi: Agustos 05, 2014 1355

Olusturulma Tarihiz Agustos 05, 2014 13:51 1dk okuma

Fatih-Vezneciler'deki DariilfiinOn Altgegidi, yliksekliginin yetersiz olmasi
ve ylksek araglarin altgecide ¢arparak zarar vermig olmasindan dolay
yikilarak yeniden inga edilecek.

Vezneciler Altgegidinin halen 2.90 metre olan yiiksekligi, 4.70 metreye
cikartilacak.

Figure 3.35.: Dariilfiiniin Underpass in Vezneciler will be rebuilt*, (Hiirriyet,
05.08.2014)

This term ended with Ahmet Selamet acting as deputy for six days, replacing Kadir
Topbas, who resigned from his position as the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Mayor

on September 22, 2017, without explaining the reason.

46 «“Vezneciler’deki Dariilfiinun Altgecidi yeniden insa edilecek”. Translation by me.
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3.2.5.4. AKP era from 2017 to 2019

After Kadir Topbas's resignation, in the first two rounds of the election held at the Istanbul
Metropolitan Municipality Council for the Metropolitan Municipality, one of the
candidates could not be elected as the chairman because two-thirds of the council
members did not receive the vote. Ekrem Imamoglu, who was nominated as a CHP
candidate in the third round, received 125 votes, while Mevliit Uysal, who was nominated
by the AKP, received 179 votes and was appointed as the mayor of Istanbul Metropolitan

Municipality.

In this period, the heritage taken from Kadir Topbas as a city policy was continued. In his
speech at the Istanbul Design Summit in 2019, “It is the design that gives cities identity
and spirit. It shows what kind of cultural climate we live in. Cities are places where design
flourishes. In this respect, Istanbul is actually a city of design.” He established his
approach to the city through the concept of design. When we look at the news reflected
in the media about Beyazit Square, we see that Uysal announced that the ongoing project

about the square would be stopped (see, Figure 3.36.).

MEYDAN CALISMASI DURDU

[
R
|
|

Istanbul Buyuksehlr Beledlye5| (iBB) tarafln-
dan yuratulen “Beyant Meydani Cevre Du-
zenleme insaati” projesinin, iBB Baskani Mev-

liit Uysal'in “Proje yeniden degerlendirilsin” ta-
limati Gzerine durduruldu. Calismalar projenin

degerlendiriimesinin ardindan yeniden basla-

yacak. Calismalar kapsaminda istanbul Univer-
sitesi onlindeki merdivenlerin calismalar kap-

saminda yikilmasi tepki cekmisti. ¢ DHA

Figure 3.36.: Work for square has stopped*’ (Cumhuriyet, 02.03.2018)

47 “Meydan galismasi durdu”. Translation by me.
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In the IMM Annual Activity Report published in 2018, it was stated that 40% of the

“Beyazit Square Landscaping” project was completed (see, Figure 3.37.).

llce

Tahmini
Bitis Yil

Proje

Fiziki
Gerceklesme (%)

Arnavutkdy

Arnavutke

Bagalar

Bagalar

Bahcelievler

Beykoz

Beykoz

Beyodlu

Eylpsultan

EyUpsultan

Fatih

Sirinevler Ulucamii Yam Meydan Diizen-
leme ve Zeminalt Otoparki

Fatih Caddesi, Eski Edime Asfalt Caddesi 2019

e Bagl Yollarn Duzenleme

Bagcilar Meydan Dizenleme 2019

2019

Beykoz Meydan Diizenleme ve Deniz
Yapilan

2019

Kanlica Meydani Dizenleme 2019

Sishane Meydan ve Cevre Diizenleme 2019

Eylipsultan Meydam Ve Yakin Cevre 2019

Yollan Diizenleme

Beyazit Meydani Cevre Diizenlemesi 2019

93

Gaziosmanpasa Caddesi Diizenleme 2019 94

1

Maslak Caddesi Dizenleme 2019 9%

80

70

Islambey Caddesi Diizenleme 2019

40

Figure 3.37.: 2018 IMM Annual Activity Report

In the news, the heading “The latest version of Beyazit Square was viewed from the air”

says that the works in the central areas of the city have gained momentum recently, and

the pedestrianization projects of the squares and public areas are mentioned. It states that

the “Beyazit Square Urban Design Application Project,” implemented by IMM with the

statement, “In order to achieve the best results in terms of urban aesthetics as well as

functional, it is aimed to carry out an accessible urban design study that is sensitive to

urban identity” and works in a certain part of the square starting from the stairs of Istanbul

University can be seen (see, Figure 3.38.).
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Beyazit Meydani'nin son hali havadan
goriuntulendi

Girig: 12.12.2017 - 03:58Giincelleme: 12.12.2017 - 07:03

Istanbul'un meydan projelerinden biri olan tarihi Beyazit Meydani’'nda iki yil 6nce
baslatilan ¢galigmalar strayor. istanbul Universitesi ana girig kapist dntinde yogunlagan
caligmalar havadan géruntalendi

istanbul'un merkezi bolgelerinde son dénemlerde hummali bir galigma s6z konusu. Kentin iglek
meydanlanni trafikten anndirarak yayalastinimayi ve modern bir géranim kazandirmayi
hedefleyen ¢alismalar kapsaminda Taksim, Uskidar ve Kabatag gibi meydanlarda duzenleme
projeleri yaratalayor. Caigmalarin devam ettigi alanlardan biri de tarihi Beyazit Meydani.

Osmanl imparatorlugu déneminde saray meydani olarak kullanilan Beyazit Meydani
caligmalar havadan gérantilenerek projenin son durumu gézler énane serildi. IBB'nin
“Fonksiyonel oldugu kadar kent estetidi agisindan da en iyi sonuglara ulagmak amaciyla, kent
kimligine duyarl, erigilebilir bir kentsel tasanm ¢aligmasi yapilmasi hedefleniyor” agiklamasiyla
hayata gegirdigi ‘Beyazit Meydani Kentsel Tasarim Uygulama Projesi‘'nde Istanbul Universitesi
merdivenlerinden baglayarak meydanin belli bir kisminda galigmalar yGrataldaga gordalda.

Figure 3.38.: The latest version of Beyazit Square was viewed from the air*® (Haber
Tiirk - 12.12.2017)

It was determined that Uysal, who remained in office for a short period of 2 years until
the elections in 2019, did not have any other spatial intervention plan, especially in

Beyazit Square.

This section examines the process from the local elections in 1984 to the local elections
in 2019. In every five-year administrative period, when there was no extraordinary
situation, local governments developed many projects related to Beyazit Square. It has
been seen that some of these projects are implemented, and some of them are presented
as a promise, especially during election periods. The process, which started with the
military coup in 1980, led to the narrowing of the public space, the dissolution of
participation mechanisms, and the lack of transparency in administrative processes. Each
period has used the cores of the executive, legal and political dissolution left by the
previous period, creating a cumulative disintegration in the public space quality of

Beyazit Square.

48 “Beyazit Meydani’nin son hali havadan goriintiilendi”. Translation by me.
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4. CONCLUSION

This news headline, which was reflected in the newspaper in 1991 as “Beyazit is Looking
for Its Square ““, makes a reference to Beyazit's “lost” square. Although the emergence of
the square dates back to Ancient Rome, it can be said that the quest to become a square
is just as old. In this thesis, Beyazit Square as a public space and the change in the public
character of the square are examined within the scope of the spatial interventions of local
governments. The public character of the square is sometimes lost and sometimes
interrupted by the changes in the space. The reasons behind these have been investigated,

with the focus on the process that started with the local elections in 1984,

First of all, the theoretical approaches developed on the notion of public sphere and the
discussions that developed within the framework of this concept were discussed. In this
context, | started this study, which I suggest that Beyazit Meyani is a public space, by
investigating its functions in the Ancient Roman Period, when the square emerged as a
“forum”. “Forum Tauri”, as a gathering place, where everyday life is spent and where
political discussions are carried out, has the quality of a public space in this respect. After
making this decision, | assessed the publicness of the present by summarizing the
historical modifications that have been made to this square, which, in my opinion, has

lost its publicness.

In this newspaper report, which was reflected in the media with the headline “The power
of the squares,” it was discussed through the examples that the governments wanted to
have the squares, and it was stated that the squares, which were the scenes of social
resistance, were tried to be disrupted by the rulers with spatial arrangements. Beyazit
Square has been an area where power relations have been staged since the day it emerged.
The square, which confronts us as an area where these power relations are questioned and
shaken from time to time, especially in terms of being the square of the student
movements that started in the 1960s, was also used to stop these counter-publics. An
example of this is the punishment of dissidents, especially in Beyazit Square, after the
1908 Revolution. Again, in the 1950s, turning the square into a crossroads, terracing it
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with flowers, and building a pool in the middle was among the spatial interventions made
by the rulers to stop these social movements. In my thesis, the concept of power is
embodied in municipalities, which are mostly local governments and mayors who hold

power.

The economic and political developments of the period, both at the international, national,
and local scale, and the approaches of the political parties, which are the institutionalized
form of the ideological infrastructure, to the city determined the urban policies of the
municipalities. These factors have been effective in shaping the public space. The
neoliberal economic accumulation regime, which was dominant both in the world and in
Turkey after 1980, brought an understanding of the city that aimed to market the cities
and generate income by increasing tourism activities. In Turkey, it is seen that this
understanding has grown with the January 24 Decisions and the 1980 coup d’état that
followed. In this period, upper-scale plans were prepared, aiming to bring the industry
out of Istanbul in order to open the city to tourism. Projects for the pedestrianization of
Beyazit Square have also been prepared in order to facilitate the commercial use of
tourists. The understanding of municipalism of the tradition of “National Vision,” which
prevailed after this period, was formed by Islamic approaches. Examples of this include
the Hagia Sophia Museum's transformation into a mosque and the Islamic-inspired
decorations in the squares. As a result of the convergence of the Islamic approach with
neoliberal consumption practices, public spaces have begun to be designed in a way that
will shape daily lives with conservative codes and open to consumption. In this period, in
which priority was given to infrastructure works, it is seen that more emphasis was placed
on the management style of the municipality. This means the reorganization of democratic

participation processes.

This headline, which was reflected in the media as “Wish you would asked the public,”
expresses criticism towards democratic participation processes. The nature of the public
space also defines the citizen-state relationship. As reflected in various newspaper
reports, only municipalities, municipal councils, and mayors have a say in Beyazit
Square. In some newspaper reports, it was stated that NGOs, university students, and
professionals should also express their opinions about the square. This approach still
describes a limited understanding of participation. Again, in the annual activity reports

prepared by the municipality, it was seen that an urban design project related to Beyazit

86



Square was tendered. However, there is no information about the details of the design, its
cost, and the use of public resources, let alone the square's shaping with public
information sharing. A few simply prepared visuals of the urban design project were
shared in the annual reports published in the following years. In this respect, the publicity

of knowledge should also be problematized by local governments.

In a news report titled “Beyazit is unable to settle down,” it was stated that despite all the
interventions of the local governments, the square lost its character of being a square, and
it had a chaotic appearance due to the peddlers covering the entire square. As can be seen
in this example, the self-developing publicness, embodied by peddlers, was interrupted
despite all the interventions of the power-holder municipalities, its political content was

emptied, but it could not be completely prevented from appearing in everyday life.
In order to summarize some key findings;

Beyazit Square has been a public space in social life since its existence.

Beyazit Square, which has been shaped for different purposes in different periods, has
always been a public space shaped by power and power relations.

Municipal governments, which are the power holders at the local level, have been shaped
by administrative, legal, and political developments, and this has led to the formation of
public spaces where the state-citizen relationship is clearly observed.

In the case of Beyazit Square, it has been shaped by spatial interventions specially held
by local governments.

The loss of Beyazit Square's character as a public space and its dissolution in this sense
has been a cumulative ongoing process since 1984. The economic, legal, and
administrative infrastructure and favorable conditions of the dissolution process of public
spaces were prepared in the process, and each administration used the favorable
conditions it received from the previous period through spatial interventions for the

ideological transformation of public spaces.

In this thesis, the multi-layered structure of the public space has been examined by taking
local governments to the center. However, this multi-layered structure of the space
requires examining political, social, economic, and cultural developments on a different
scale. | hope that this research, which | have done by centering Beyazit Square, will

contribute to examining the effects of municipalities, which are local governments, on the
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debates on public space. This would only address a tiny fraction of the actors in the public
space, though. The power to shape the public space still rests with the people.

... Avictory every page

Who cooked the victory feasts?
A great man every decade
Who paid the bill?

S0 many reports
So many questions*®
(Willett & Manheim, 1976)

49 Questions From a Worker Who Reads “Fragen eines lesenden Arbeiters” — translated by M. Hamburger
in Bertolt Brecht, Poems 1913-1956, Methuen, N.Y., London, 1976, (Willett & Manheim, 1976).
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APPENDIX A: SOURCES BETWEEN 1984-1989

POIItI?aI Party Political Party Ruling | . . . .
Year Ruling the Mayor - ..~ |District Mayor| Projects Source Media Source
LT the District Municipality
Municipality
MD]? Candidate First Job Beyazit Square (Before the Terciiman Newspaper - 24.03.1984
elections)
Remains in Memory...(Renamed Beyazit Square to Hiirriyet Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 27.04.1985
Square)
“The Love Boat” in Istanbul (Foreign TV series also shot in .
e Love Boat” in Istanbul (Foreig series also shot i Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 26.08.1985
Beyazit Square)
The most important thing is the old ones (the flea market that .
2 Square -
> ANAP (Motherland ANAP (Motherland dgsi gn moved from Beyazit Square to Topkapi at the end of the glzjm?;:gs: l_\l;;vggaf;;;oumal
:nr' Bedrettin Dalan Party)-Eminonii Tahir Aktas . SALT Research |1960s) PP e
> Party) Municinali project - - -
S unicipality (1987) Vedat Dalokay and Doruk Pamir Received their Awards

(Bedrettin Dalan's statement regarding the reorganization of
Beyazit Square)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 30.12.1987

Taksim Republic Area Projects! (They played with Beyazit
Square. They ruined the memories of our youth. You know
what the square has become!)

Cumhuriyet Gazetesi - 05.01.1988

Let the kites fly... (Memoir about Beyazit Square)

Cumhuriyet Gazetesi -14.08.1988

“Balkan Camping” was established in Beyazit

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 28.08.1988

“...I'll strain my eyes!” (Here is Beyazit Square, here is the
Golden Horn, which we have been organizing continuously
for 30 years)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 04.10.1988
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APPENDIX B: SOURCES BETWEEN 1989-1994

. . Political Party —_
Year Political Pa'rt'y R_ullng Mayor | Ruling the District District Upper Scale Projects Media Source
the Municipality N Mayor
Municipality
Beyazit Square is a Free Zone Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 24.10.1989
Free Market in Beyazit is Abolished Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 27.10.1989
Kostantiniyye Newspaper (Bizim Sehir) -
Oh Cinaralti Woe Cinaralti 17.11.1990
Make-up for Beyazit Square (the most important square of . s
Istanbul has been held for the third time since the Republic) Cumhuriyet Newspaper- 20.11.1990
Beyazit is looking for its square Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 29.03.1991
. 1994 — 1/50.000 scaled Istanbul - :
§ SHP (Social SHP (Social Ahmet | Metropolitan Arggasib-;:niol; They litter the square Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 28.04.1991
— - . Nurettin | Democratic Populist - P 9 — P -
& Democratic Populist Sézen Party)-Eminénii Naci Master Plan Peddlers (Description of Eminonii Mayor) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 29.06.1991
§ Party) Municipality Akgiin (https://sehirplanlama. Istanbul's Destruction Plan? (Pedestrianization projects) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 09.11.1991

ibb.istanbul/arsiv/)

Operation peddlers

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 13.11.1991

Sirkeci is getting a tram

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 07.01.1992

Beyazit is unable to settle down

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 28.01.1992

Squares that are the witness of life (intersection-square
difference)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 25.10.1992

The call for demonstration remained unanswered (a large number
of police officers were deployed in the square after the call for
action in Beyazit Square)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 12.03.1994
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APPENDIX C: SOURCES BETWEEN 1994-1999

- Political Party
POI't'(.:aI Party Ruling the District . .
Year Ruling the Mayor District Mayor Upper Scale Projects Media Source
Municipality Municipality
A lament for the country that lost its people (Turkey is a Beyazit . )
Square, where university students were smashed by a bomb) Cumhuriyet Newspaper -12.01.1995
“Black Cat...” (Protests in Beyazit Square) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 26.04.1996
The Islamic section evaluated the “Giindiiz Incident” (Reactions of Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 07.01.1997
Islamist groups “when Beyazit Square turned into a political square™)
1995 — 1/50.000 scaled | 3 in prison for 433 students wh tested against YOK (P .
: years in prison for students who protested agains (Protests _
g Rece ANAP Istanbul Metropolitan | in Beyazit Square) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 14.02.1997
— RP (Welfare Tayyi[;)) (Motherland Ahmet Area Sub-Regional
by Party) g Party)-Eminénii | Cetinsaya Master Plan . . . Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 27.02.1997
% Erdogan Municipality 4 (https://sehirplanlama. Protest against the fascist attack (Protests in Beyazit Square)

ibb.istanbul/arsiv/)

Pool for Beyazit Square

Hiirriyet Newspaper - 31.05.1997

Parking fraud in court

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 30.08.1997

Followers of sharia are provoking (protests in Beyazit Square)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 09.08.1997

If you don't have a square, you don't have a history

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 31.08.1997

1633 young people were detained in 7 years, dozens of students were
injured (Protests in Beyazit Square)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 07.11.1997

Clash in Istanbul (Protests in Beyazit Square)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 07.11.1998
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APPENDIX D: SOURCES BETWEEN 1999-2004

Political Party Political Party District
Year Ruling the Mayor Ruling the District Mavor Media Source
Municipality Municipality y
Giirtuna: Bus only for women (Square projects) Milliyet Newspaper - 12.03.1999
The moment February 28 said stop - The reactionary movement took to . )
the streets to gain the positions it lost (Protests in Beyazit Square) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 14.05.1999
Sahafs (second-hand bookseller) await attention (interventions made to Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 01.11.1999
the square)
YOK's birthday: Beating the leftist (Protests in Beyazit Square) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 06.11.1999
-
§ FP (Virtue Party)- - -
i) FP (Virtue Party) Eminénii Square magic Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 11.04.2000
e Ali Miifit Municipality
- Gii rtulila Liitfi Kibiroglu | They buried YOK in Beyazit (Protests in Beyazit Square) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 07.11.2000
Destroyed newspaper: Tan (Protests in Beyazit Square) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - Journal Supplement - 03.12.2000
Shariaist demonstration in Beyazit (Protests in Beyazit Square) Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 13.10.2001
Time in Beyazit Cumhuriyet Newspaper -21.07.2002
Call from University Councils Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 06.11.1003
s Istanbul gets its squares NTVArsiv - 16.12.2003
§ § wr:gr?iﬁgnlgs r\]/\t/as Independent when
~ . . .
closed the FP was closed New Year's enmity of bigots Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 01.01.2004
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APPENDIX E:

SOURCES BETWEEN 2004-2017

Political Political
Party Ruling Party Ruling | District . 2 . Annual
Year the Mayor the District Mayor Projects Source Upper Scale Projects Media Source Activity Report
Municipality Municipality
2006 — 1/100.000 scaled
Istanbul Provincial .
. Environmental Plan Impositions in the Capital of Culture %u Tlh ;ggst Newspaper -
2 | Akp Qustice AKPa(r;]éJSI'Ce (https://sehirplanlama. i
S ibb.istanbul/arsiv/
N and Kadir | Development | Nevzat ) ,26\?1?1%;';/%': tivity
S | Development | Topbas Party)- Er 2009 — 1/100.000 scaled L Report
Q Party) Emindnii L Hiirriyet Newspaper - 21.02.2012 p
~ icipali Istanbul Provincial https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/beyaz
Municipality Environmental Plan What will be Beyazit Square really? Ups: S yet.com.lr/bey:
; . it-meydani-ne-olacak-hakikaten-
(https://sehirplanlama. 19962485
ibb.istanbul/arsiv/)
They said “we will not harm”, then
they cut down 12 trees (movie shoots)
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/z | Hiirriyet Newspaper - 18.04.2012
arar-vermeyecegiz-dediler-12-agaci- 2011 IMM
kestiler-20369499 Annual Activity
IMM- Report
S | AKP (Justice AKP (Justice Beyazit | 2012 IMM History trips with FEST Cumhuriyet Newspaper - Tourism
. and Supplement - 14 November 2012
N and Kadir Mustafa Square Annual
@ Development | Topbas Developmgnt Demir Urban Activity P
S b Party)-Fatih Desi R Hiirriyet Newspaper - 09.08.2012,
& arty) Municipality esign eport https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/duny | 2012 IMM
Competition The symbol of Beyazit is the books | a/yunanistanda-infial-turk- Annual Activity
kahvesi-tatlarini-kacirdi- Report
42183395
Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 2013 IMM
The power of the squares y pap Annual Activity
06.05.2013 Report
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Political Party

Political Party - Ao -
Year Ruling the Mayor Rul'lng_the District Media Source Annual Activity
g District Mayor Report
Municipality Municipality
Library-e Turkey in the Week of Libraries Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 02.04.2014
Dariilfiinin Underpass in VVezneciler will be rebuilt Hiirriyet Newspaper - 05.08.2014
2014 IMM Annual
L . Gergerhaber - 09.09.2014, f
Historical Beyazit Square is Reconstructed https://www.gergerhaber.net/haber-arsiv-5458.html Activity Report
Eirsc;t;zt against pouring concrete into the Byzantine Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 27.11.2014
Beyazit Square will be like this CNN Tiirk - 27.01.2015
Eeey;ﬁ)tl iSctiuare is Renovated “Wish you would asked Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 28.01.2015
. . . T24 - 18.02.2015, https://t24.com.tr/haber/beyazit-
Restoration work in Beyazit Square started without the - e ol | ’
decision of the conservation board meydanlndal_<| restorasyon call_smaS| koruma:
kurulu-karari-olmadan-baslamis,287711
S Arkitera - 27.02.2015,
‘D . They are also 'resetting' Beyazit Square https://www.arkitera.com/haber/beyazit-meydanini- 2015 IMM Annual
L AKP (Justice and da-sifirli P
= . . a-sifirliyorlar/ Activity Report
™~ AKP (Justice and Kadir Development BirGiin Newspaper - 19.03.2015
& Development Party) | Topbas Party)-Fatih Everything is in the 'square’ https:/Avww.birgun.net/haber/her-sey-meydan-da-
< Municipality Musta_fa 79437
g Demir AA Haber- 27.03.2015,
Historical Beyazit Square viewed from the air https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/pg/foto-galeri/tarihi-
beyazit-meydani-havadan-goruntulendi/0/22375
Bird's Eye View of Beyazit Square Cumbhuriyet Meydani - 28.03.2015
Will your child be the prime minister (terrace Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 04.06.2015
construction for Beyazit Square)
Basin Yaymn Birligi - 01.01.2017,
31st Book and Culture Fair Opened in Beyazit Square https://www.basyaybir.org/basin/31-kitap-ve-kultur-
fuari-beyazit-meydani-nda-acildi/1/76 2016 IMM Annual
Milliyet Newspaper - 10.04.2017, Activity Report
Ordu Street in Beyazit is closed to traffic https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/beyazittaki-
ordu-caddesi-trafige-kapatiliyor-2429958
Newspaper Duvar - 22.05.2017,
30 square projects for Istanbul https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2017/05/22
fistanbula-30-meydan-projesi
. Ahmet
~N Selamet
§ S Independent (Deputy
mayor)
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APPENDIX F: SOURCES BETWEEN 2017-2019

Political Party Political Party
- Ruling the District - - Annual Activity
Year Ruling the Mayor District Mayor Projects Media Source Report
Municipality Municipality
. Haber Tiirk - 12.12.2017,
\Tv};: ageviteéefrrs(;ﬁqntﬁgzﬁyazn Square https://www.haberturk.com/beyazit-meydaninin-son-hali-
havadan-goruntulendi-1750917
2017 IMM Annual
_ _ En Son Haber - 14.12.2017, Activity Report
% | AKP (Justice AKP (Justice IMM-Beyazit | Beyazit Mosque, which is under https:/Avww.ensonhaber.com/emlak/emlak-
& and Mevliit and Mustafa | SAuare Urban | restoration, viewed from the air projeleri/restorasyonu-suren-beyazit-camii-havadan-
' Development . Design oruntulendi
~ Development Uysal . Demir o g
2| Party) Party)-Fatih Competition-
« Y Municipality 2018
Mevliit Uysal gave instructions. CNN Tiirk - 01.03.2018,
landsca ir}; w%rks stoned in ’ https://www.cnnturk.com/turkiye/mevlut-uysal-talimat-verdi-
ping PP beyazit-meydaninda-cevre-duzenleme-calismalari- 2018 IMM Annual
Beyazit Square durdu?page=12 Activity Report
Work for square has stopped Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 02.03.2018
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APPENDIX G: SOURCES EXCEPT THE RESEARCH YEARS AND THE MAIN SUBJECT

Media

Source

It was decided to establish a temporary city council (Beyazit Square is
being reorganized, the construction of the Opera House will be accelerated)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 05.01.1961

Ozal's policy becomes concrete (ANAP's party policy is nationalist-
conservative. Before the elections)

Cumhuriyet Newspaper - 26.02.1984

MDP Candidate First Job Beyazit Square (Before the elections)

Terciiman Newspaper - 24.03.1984

Fair and clean administration

Hiirriyet Newspaper - 17.01.1994

Public Guarantee from the Welfare Party

Hiirriyet Newspaper - 16.03.1994

Ali Miifit Glirtuna

Hiirriyet Newspaper - 15.04.1999

Girtuna 2nd Man

Hiirriyet Newspaper - 07.08.1996

37-year-old book fair will not be held this Ramadan

Newspaper Duvar - 03.05.2019, https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/kultur-
sanat/2019/05/03/37-yillik-kitap-fuari-bu-ramazanda-kurulmayacak

The symbol name of the Sahafs (second-hand bookseller) is in trouble

Sozcii - 19.07.2019, https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2019/gundem/sahaflar-carsisinin-
sembol-ismi-zor-durumda-5238467/

Instruction for Beyazit

Cumbhuriyet Newspaper - 17.08.2019

Ramadan meant book fair

Yeni Safak - 15.04.2021, https://www.yenisafak.com/hayat/ramazan-demek-kitap-fuari-

demekti-3618566

106



CURRICULUM VITAE

Personal Information

Name and surname: Sinem YILDIZ

Academic Background

Bachelor’s Degree Education: Yildiz Technical University, Urban and Regional
Planning (2014-2019)

Foreign Languages: English

Work Experience

Institutions Served and Their Dates:

- UNIVERSUS Social Research Center / Co-Founder & Researcher / since 2018
- YD Architecture / Urban Planner / September, 2020-September, 2021

- Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, Migration Unit / Project Manager / since
September, 2021

107



