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Abstract—Estimation of both cascaded and residual self-
interference (RSI) channels and a new training frame structure are
considered for full-duplex (FD) amplify-and-forward (AF) one-way
relay networks with rapidly time-varying individual channels. To
estimate the RSI and the rapidly time-varying cascaded channels,
we propose a new training frame structure in which orthogonal
training blocks are sent by the source node and delivered to the
destination over an FD-AF relay. Exploiting the orthogonality of
the training blocks, we obtain two decoupled training signal models
for the estimation of the RSI and the cascaded channels. We apply
linear minimum mean square error (MMSE) based estimators to
the cascaded channel as well as RSI channel. In order to investigate
the mean square error (MSE) performance of the system, we also
derive the Bayesian Cramer—Rao lower bound. As another perfor-
mance benchmark, we also assess the symbol error rate (SER) per-
formances corresponding to the estimated and the perfect channel
state information available at the receiver side. Computer simula-
tions exhibit the proposed training frame structure and the linear
MMSE estimator MSE and SER performances are shown.

Index Terms—TFull duplex, one way relay, self interference, time

varying, channel estimation.

FFICIENT use of the radio spectrum has become more
E important because of the ever-increasing demands on the
limited wireless bandwidth. From this perspective, recently, in-
band full-duplex communication radio has gained significant
attention since its spectral efficiency, as a measure of num-
ber of information bits reliably communicated per second per
Hz, doubles that of half-duplex communication radio [1]-[3].
Conventional communication systems operating in half-duplex
radio, transmit and receive in different time slots or over
different frequency bands whereas in-band full-duplex com-
munication systems transceive simultaneously over the same
frequency band. Due to the so-called self-interference (SI) that
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is caused by the fact that a full-duplex transceiver will also
receive its own transmit signal, in-band full-duplex communi-
cation systems have not been used in widespread practice so far.
However, recent achievements in SI cancelation [4], [S] may
allow widespread use of in-band full-duplex which is a suitable
candidate to meet higher spectral efficiency needs of upcom-
ing fifth generation (5G) radio communication systems [6]. SI
cancelation/suppression in full duplex (FD) mode is achieved
by estimating the SI channels [7]-[12]. In FD communication,
residual self interference (RSI) still remains despite the SI can-
celation [1], [5], [8], [13], and RSI channel needs to be es-
timated and canceled at the destination so as to improve the
system performance. Relaying is a key solution especially in
urban environments where strong shadowing effects appear and
very useful for the coverage of the structures in which point-to-
point communication is inadequate such as underground tunnels
and subways. Transmitted signal can be delivered over the re-
lay to the destination by analog or digital transmission methods.
Amplify-and-Forward (AF) is one analog option, whereas in dig-
ital transmission, observations at relay are quantized, encoded,
and transmitted via digital modulation. Accordingly, one of the
most important reasons to prefer the AF relaying is the limited
power consumption at the relay [14], [15].

As mentioned, FD relaying suffers from severe SI and the
cancelation of RSI emerges as a challenging problem. Stud-
ies in the literature investigate the system performance in the
presence of RSI channel with respect to different criteria [13],
[16]-[18]. The study in [13], assuming imperfect channel state
information (CSI), concentrates on spatial domain RSI power
suppression using null-space projection by deploying spatially
separated receive and transmit antenna arrays in the relay with-
out considering the channel estimation problem. Authors in [17]
investigate the error and diversity performances of full-duplex
AF relaying under the effect of RSI. In [18], the authors analyze
the optimal power allocation scheme and the corresponding ca-
pacity limit for the same system setup of [17]. Both works in
[17] and [18] assume a perfect CSI scenario.

Apart from one-way relay network (OWRN) scheme as in
[13], [16]-[18], an FD-AF relaying can be employed in also
two-way relay networks (TWRN) [19]-[23]. In an FD-TWRN,
two source nodes transmit their signals to each other over re-
lay node. References [19], [20] analyze the effect of channel
estimation error and suppression of STin TWRN. In [21], authors
investigate achievable rates of the FD-AF-TWRN comparing
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with the half duplex (HD) AF TWRN. In [22], instead of purely
suppressing the self-interference, end-to-end performance max-
imization is addressed by jointly optimizing the beamforming
matrix at the MIMO relay as well as the power control at the
sources. Reference [23] focuses on estimation of the individual
channels as well as the RSI channel simultaneously and ana-
lyzes the effects of channel parameters and transmit powers on
the Fisher information.

The FD-AF relay system can be also combined with MIMO
[8], [24], [25]. In the MIMO case, the signal distortion caused
by hardware impediments like the limited dynamic-range of
non-ideal amplifiers, oscillators, ADCs, and DACs has to be
considered [26]—[31] when modeling the RSI channel. However,
with sufficient passive self-interference suppression and analog
cancelation in RF [5], the distortion can be reduced [1] to a
Gaussian model for the RSI channel [22], [32], [33].

In the context of the RSI channel estimation in an FD-AF
relay network, [33] addresses two channel estimation problems
for large scale antenna arrays consisting of one base station,
one relay and a group of users around the relay. These are
cascaded estimation, where only the base station estimates the
cascaded two-hop channel, and individual estimation, where
the base station estimates its respective channel, and the relay
simultaneously estimates both the source-to-relay and SI chan-
nels. The authors conclude that the resulting interference affects
the accuracy of channel estimation significantly. Reference [34]
proposes a maximum likelihood RSI channel estimator and de-
rives the Cramer Rao Lower Bound (CRLB) so as to provide
benchmark for the MSE performance of the estimator. Never-
theless, works in [33], [34], [35] only consider time-invariant
channel scenarios. However, the relay channel is more suscepti-
ble to the time-varying fading as compared to the conventional
point-to-point communication systems, because of the motion
of either the source, the relay or the destination. To the best of
our knowledge, time-varying channel estimation in an FD-AF
relay network has not yet been reported. This open problem
motivates our current work.

Time-varying channels are usually modeled by using the
Gauss-Markov model [36] or basis expansion model (BEM)
[11], [12], [37]-[40]. In Gauss-Markov model, channel vari-
ation is tracked through symbol-by-symbol updating. In the
BEM, time-varying channel variation is represented by a few
basis functions scaled with corresponding basis coefficients.
Thus, time-varying channel estimation becomes possible by
means of estimating only unknown basis coefficients, which are
significantly smaller than the total number of unknown chan-
nel coefficients. The BEMs proposed in [11], [12], [37]-[40]
are Karhunen-Loeve, discrete-prolate spheroidal, complex ex-
ponential and discrete cosine BEMs, respectively. All of these
BEMs except Karhunen-Loeve BEM have an error floor due
to high Doppler spread environments. However, the Karhunen-
Loeve BEM requires prior knowledge of channel statistics. In
addition to these BEMs, [41] proposes the discrete Legen-
dre polynomial (DLP) BEM which models the time-varying
channel very accurately without the knowledge of channel
statistics.
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In this work, in contrast to our previous work in [23] and
[34] in which the mobile channels on the source-relay and
relay-destination links are assumed to be time-invariant, we
address the estimation problem of both RSI and time-varying
cascaded channels in an FD-AF-OWRN. We use the discrete
Legendre polynomial [41] which captures the time-varying cas-
caded channel variation by a finite set of parameters to be es-
timated. The RSI channel at the relay results in an end-to-end
inter symbol interference (ISI) channel [16], [23]. Thus, the
resulting ISI channel includes high order powers of RSI chan-
nel. In other words, the observation is nonlinear with respect
to the RSI channel. In order to obtain a linear training signal
model with respect to RSI channel by way of eliminating the
higher powers of RSI channel, we propose a new training frame
structure in which one-sample consecutive orthogonal training
blocks are sent by the source node. By exploiting the orthog-
onality of consecutive training blocks, two decoupled training
signal models are obtained so as to estimate simultaneously the
BEM coefficients of the cascaded channel and the RSI channel.
Thus, after estimation and the equalization, the RSI is can-
celed at the destination node. In order to estimate the BEM
coefficients of the cascaded channel as well as RSI channel, lin-
ear minimum mean square error (MMSE) based estimators are
proposed.

In this paper, our contributions are five-fold:

1) We propose time-varying cascaded channel estimation for
the FD-AF-OWRN:S. To the best of our knowledge, time-
varying channel estimation in an FD-AF relay network
has not yet been reported in the literature.

2) Conventionally, BEM is used to represent point-to-point
channels. In this work, we modified and apply the BEM
to the rapidly time varying cascaded channel of the FD-
AF-OWRN:S.

3) We express the power scaling factor at the relay analyti-
cally for the FD-AF-OWRNSs with time varying individual
channels.

4) A new training structure suitable for FD-AF-OWRNSs is
proposed. In the training frame, one-sample consecutive
orthogonal training blocks are sent by the source node.
By exploiting the orthogonality of consecutive training
blocks, two decoupled training signal models are obtained
0 as to estimate simultaneously the BEM coefficients of
the cascaded channel and the RSI channel.

5) We derive the Bayesian CRLBs for both the RSI channel
and BEM coefficients of the rapidly time-varying cas-
caded channel.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows: Section II de-
scribes the system model of an FD-AF-OWRN, introduces basis
expansion model to represent the rapidly time-varying cascaded
channel by a few basis functions. Section III provides a new
training frame structure and two decoupled training signal mod-
els so as to estimate simultaneously the BEM coefficients of the
cascaded channel and the RSI channel. Section IV evaluates the
performances of the proposed estimators via computer simula-
tions. Finally, Section V summarizes the main conclusions of
the paper.
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Fig. 1. FD-AF-OWRN with rapidly time-varying channels

II. SYSTEM MODEL

We consider a wireless cooperative communication system in
which the source node S transmits information to the destination
node D with the assistance of the relay node R. In our system, as
seen in Fig. 1, the source and the destination nodes have only one
HD antenna while the relay node has an FD antenna. Because of
limited power consumption, we assume that the relay node does
not perform channel estimation but just amplifies-and-forwards
(AF) its received signal in order to keep the computational com-
plexity as low as possible and to satisfy an average transmit
power constraint. In the HD mode, since the relay node has only
one HD antenna, the source node transmits during the first half of
the transmit interval, and the relay node amplifies-and-forwards
the received symbols during the second half [42]. In contrast, in
our system operating in the FD mode, the relay keeps receiving
the new symbols while amplifying-and-forwarding previously
received symbols and, thus, both the source and the relay nodes
transmit over the entire transmit interval. We assume that there
is one sampling delay between the received and the transmit-
ted signals at the relay node [16]. For notational simplicity, we
call the communication links S — R and R — D as link-1 and
link-2, respectively. Let {s;[n],y[n], hi[n], wi[n] }12:1 denote
the nth discrete time samples of the transmitted signal, received
signal, time-varying flat fading baseband channel and the addi-
tive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) on the [th link, respectively.
A separate pre-stage is assumed to gather the information of the
self-interference channel to perform analog and digital cancela-
tion methods in the next transmission stage [5], [33]. During the
transmission, the self-interference is reduced in RF with analog
cancelation methods until the residual self-interference power
falls in the ADC dynamic range, and then is further suppressed
by digital methods. However, despite these suppression meth-
ods, the RSI is still present at the destination. We assume that
RSI channel is a time-invariant flat fading channel and denote it
by h().

The time-varying flat fading individual channels h,[n] and
ho[n] are independent from each other and modeled as wide-
sense stationary (WSS) zero-mean complex Gaussian random
processes with variances 2 and Q3%. Time variations of the
channels are caused by the mobility of the three nodes [43]. As-
suming the Jakes model, the discrete autocorrelation functions
of hy[n]’s are given by

E{h[n]h;[n']}
OFJo(2nf, To(n—n')), 1=1,2, (1)

piln —n'] =
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where (-)* denotes the complex conjugate operator, .Jy (+) is the
zeroth-order Bessel function of the first kind, .]f)l is the maximum
(one-sided) Doppler shift and 7§ denotes the sampling period.
The power of the signal transmitted by the source is represented
by o2 and the variance of the complex valued AWGN on the Ith
link is denoted by o;?. We also assume that the RSI channel 5y
is a zero-mean complex Gaussian with variance Q% [22], [33].

The received symbol at the nth discrete time at the relay and
the destination nodes are given by

y1[n] = hi[n]si[n] + hos2[n] + w; [n] ()

y2[n] = ha[n]sz[n] + we[n}, n=0,1,..., (N -1), (3)

where transmitted symbols by the source and relay nodes are
s1[n]and sa[n] = ay; [n — 1], respectively, the final observation
of the system at the destination node is y» [n] and N stands for the
number of samples within one observation interval. The relay
gain « is used to satisfy the average transmit power constraint at
the relay. We will derive a closed-form expression for o in terms
of the average power P, o7 and 27 in Appendix-B. Substituting
these definitions into (2) and (3), the recursive solution of (2) is
expressed as

n

y1[n] :ZHK(hl[n—é]sl[n—E] +w1[n—€]), 4)

(=0

where § = ahg. The received symbol at the destination in (3) is
found as follows

yo[n] = aha[n] Z 0V [n— s [n— ) +nn], (5)
=1

where the overall additive colored noise term 7[n] is defined as

nln] = ahy[n] Z 0V wy [n — 0)) 4ws[n)] . (6)
=1

colored noise

In (5), we assume distortion of the signal caused by hardware im-
pediments is reduced due to sufficient passive self-interference
suppression and analog cancelation in RF [1]. However, if the
distortion has to be considered, (5) does not change because
the distortion can be incorporated as part of the noise. To be
specific, the distortion from the transmitter and the receiver are
incorporated into the colored noise term and white noise term
of n[n], respectively [29] by modifying the variances of these
terms.

A. Receive Signal Over the Cascaded Channel

The higher powers of 6 in (5) occur due to the RSI loop
resulting in inter-block interference as well. Thus, we adopt
a block based transmission with a guard time of the effective
length of RSI loop in which the sources keep silent to prevent
inter-block interference. We use a block-based transmission with
a guard time to avoid inter-block interference [23]. Choosing
guard time of L as the effective length of the RSI loop where
the most of the energy, (e.g., 99.9%), is contained, the received
signal model in (5) after discarding the last L. symbols can be

Authorized licensed use limited to: ULAKBIM UASL - Kadir Has University. Downloaded on December 20,2020 at 12:22:36 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.



SENOL et al.: RAPIDLY TIME-VARYING CHANNEL ESTIMATION FOR FULL-DUPLEX AMPLIFY-AND-FORWARD ONE-WAY RELAY NETWORKS

rewritten as
L
y2[n] = ahs[n 29 Jhi[n = Osi[n— € +nln). ()
(=1

where note that channel terms are { s [n]0"Y by [n — ¢] }5:1 .
Basically, the estimation problem of the cascaded mobile radio
hl n K } (=
However, comparing the speed of change in the terms of 6/~ )
and h [n — €] inside the summation, assuming { /iy [n — /] }5:1
terms are almost the same within short discrete time interval L, it
can be possible to reduce the number of unknown channel terms
that enables computationally efficient mobile radio channel es-
timator. If || <1, it is straightforward to obtain |0°|/|0°!| <
1,4=1,2,...,L that shows how fast {9“’1)}5:1 terms
change. On the other hand, using (1), we can figure out how
fast the channel terms { h; [n — /] }5:1 change by the autocorre-
lation coefficient of hy[n — €], p1[1] |Q% \=Jo(2nf, T,), for
one sample discrete time shift, where we note that the zeroth-
order Bessel function of the first kind .Jy is less than but very
close to 1 since f, T is very small. Consequently, we conclude
from |0¢]/]60"1|< 1 and p;[1] |Q%:1 =Jo(2nf, T,) that 6*
goes to zero very quickly if |#| < 1, whereas h [n — {] is almost
constant within the range of 1</< L for small L values. So,
we conclude that very rapid changes of {#(‘"V}/_| dominate
slow changes of {h1[n — ¢]}}_| and we can assume that h; [n]
is almost constant within short time interval (e.g. L = 2,3,4)
in the system setup. Besides, when the channel h; [n — /] is not
constant, our simulation results in Section-IV also reflect that
this assumption is accurate for the parameters considered. It fol-
lows from (7), the received signal model can be approximated
as

channel is to estimate the channel terms {hg

Mh

ya2[n] = ahgn 0"V hy[n — sy [n — €] +nn]
5:1
L
= 29 Vs1[n — €] +nln), (8)
=1
where h[n] := hy[n]hi[n] is the so-called time-varying
cascaded channel that represents the overall channel

throughout source-relay-destination and h, [n] & hy[n — (], £ =

1,2,..., L. The autocorrelation of h[n] is determined as
pln —n'} == E{h[n]h*[n']}
= B{hnlfi ')} B {hafml s ]}
= piln —n']pa[n — 7). ©)

Stacking the time samples, the observation model in (8) can be
written in vector form as

y = oaHHys + 7
= adiag(Hyps)h + 7, (10)
together with the following additive noise vector definition

n = aHyHywy + wo, (11

where

y = [3200] v (1], g [N — 1]

s = [s1[0), sa[1],.. s [V - 1)),

H = diag(h), h = [A[0], h[1],...,A[N —1]]"

n = [n[0],n[1],....n[N - 1]]

wi = [wi [0}, wi1],...,w[N = 1], 1=1,2,

H, = diag(hy), by = [0, l[1],..., [N = 1]]", 1=1,2,

(12)

In (11), Hy matrix whose first row entries are all-zero is
an N x N Toeplitz matrix with the first column vector of
[0,1,0%,6%,...,00N~ 2>]T and Hy in (10) is a banded version
of Hy W1th the powers of 6 greater than L being set to zero. An
entry of Hj, at pth row and gth column can be given as

plr—a-1)
[HO]IM(I = {O

where p,q € {1,2,..., N}. From (9), it is straightforward that
the autocorrelation matrix of the non-Gaussian cascaded chan-
nel vector h is given by

Ry = Ry, O Ry,

4 <P

13
, otherwise (13)

(14)

and the overall additive noise vector 1 in (10) and (11) is zero-
mean non-Gaussian vector with uncorrelated entries. Detailed
derivation of the autocorrelation matrix R,, of n is given in
Appendix-A, where it is shown to be a diagonal matrix. Re-
calling the definitions in (12), it follows from (5) that the vector
form of the observation model with respect to individual channel
vectors h; and hy can be written also as

y=Gs+n, (15)
where the channel matrix G is given by
G = OéHQHOH1. (16)

B. Basis Expansion Model (BEM) of the Time-Varying
Cascaded Channel

The performance of the receiver critically depends on the es-
timate of the time-varying cascaded channel vector h € CV and
the RSI channel 6. It seems the estimation of the NV + 1 un-
knowns is impossible by means of y € CV since there are more
unknowns to be determined than known equations. In order to
express the time variations of the cascaded channel by a finite
number of parameters, basis expansion model (BEM) can be
applied to approximate the time-varying cascaded channel h[n]
in (8). As the cascaded channel h[n] is essentially a lowpass pro-
cess whose bandwidth is determined by the Doppler frequency,
it can be well approximated by the weighted sum of substan-
tially fewer number D(< N) of orthonormal basis functions
{#;[n]} in the discrete time interval [0, N — 1] as follows

D—-1

hln) 22" cjiy(n],

j=0

a7)
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where ¢; are the expansion coefficients. Similarly, using the
orthogonality property of the basis functions, the expansion
coefficients can be evaluated by the inverse transformation as

N-1

cj = Z hin);[n] .

n=0

(18)

Thus, the channel and the expansion coefficients can be ex-
pressed in matrix form:

h= ¥c
c= ¥'h, (19)
where h=[h[0], h[1],...,h[N = 1" c=lcp,c1,...,cp-1)]"

and the transformation matrix W contains the orthonormal basis
vectors as

v = [¢U7¢17"'7¢(D71)] ERNXD? (20)

withtp; = [% 0], ¢;[1],...,¢%;[IN — 1]]T. In (17), the number
of basis functions D is a function of the maximum Doppler
frequency f; of the cascaded channel h[n] and the interval length
NT;. From (19), it is straightforward that the autocorrelation
matrix of the BEM coefficient vector of the cascaded channel is
found as

R. =9 'R, ¥ e, 1)
The number of basis coefficients satisfies [41], [44]
2f, TsN <D <N, (22)

where fp = fp1 + fp2, and fp; and fpo denote the maxi-
mum (one-sided) Doppler bandwitdh of link-1 and link-2 due
to relative motions between source-relay and relay-destination,
respectively.

In our work, we make use of a BEM, based on the orthonormal
discrete Legendre polynomial (DLP) basis expansion model
(DLP-BEM), to represent the time variations of the channel in
an observation interval. DLP-BEM is well suited to represent the
low-pass equivalent of the Doppler channel by means of a small
number of basis functions. Also, the DLP basis functions have
the advantages of being independent of the channel statistics
and having expansion coefficients that become uncorrelated as
the number of observations N gets larger, as proven in [41].
The Legendre polynomials are generated by carrying out Gram-
Schmidt orthogonalization on the polynomials {1,7n,n?,...}
with respect to the time-varying channels in a neighborhood of
the middle point of the considered interval. The orthonormal
Legendre polynomials can be defined as [41]

¢;[n]

NoTo

¥jlnl = (23)

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON SIGNAL PROCESSING, VOL. 66, NO. 11, JUNE 1, 2018

where ¢;[n] denotes discrete orthogonal Legendre polynomial
that can be computed recursively as

(25 — 1)(N — 1 — 2n)

¢jln] = TN =7) $j-1[n]
G-LDWN+j-1) . )
- j(N*‘]) ¢]*2[n]7j_2737"'7(D 1)
(24)
with the following initial polynomials
2
doln] =1, ¢1[n]=1—Nf1. (25)

Substituting (19) into (10), the observation model can be written
with respect to the symbol and the BEM coefficient vector as
follows

y = adiag(¥c)Hys +n

= adiag(Hys)¥c +n, (26)

III. TRAINING SIGNAL MODEL AND CHANNEL ESTIMATION
A. Training Signal Model

In this section, in order to estimate the residual self interfer-
ence (RSI) and the rapidly time-varying cascaded channels, we
propose a new training frame structure in which one-sample con-
secutive orthogonal training blocks are sent by the source node
and delivered to the destination over FD-AF relay. Exploiting
the orthogonality of training blocks, we obtain two decoupled
training signal models, each of them for the estimation of the
RSI and the cascaded channels.

Collecting the observations {ya[ny —m]}:_} in (8), we
obtain
yvi = adiag(h;)S;0 +n,., k=1,2,... K, 27)
where
yi = [yl = (L= 1))yl = (L= 2)],...,yln]]"
hy = [hlng — (L = 1), hlng — (L —2)],..., h[mi]]"
Sk = [Sk.1,Sk2,- - SkL]
St = [sle — (¢ + L —1)],

slng — (g + L= 2),... s — ]
6=10,0,. .. 6097

me = [nlne — (L= V], nlng — (L=2)),...onlm]]”
(28)

k stands for the training block index and the smallest value
of the training time index should satisfy n; > 2L — 1 since
ny — (g + L —2) > 0fork = 1and ¢ = L. Note that the signal
matrix Sy is a Toeplitz matrix. In the training signal model in

(27), choosing S, = bA, we arrive at
yvi = abdiag(h)A6 + n,, (29)

where b is the unique training symbol, A = [a;,as,...,ar] is
an L x L Toeplitz matrix having orthogonal column vectors of
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Euclidean norm /L and each entry has unity norm. It is possible
to show many orthogonal matrices having such properties but
in this we use the following orthogonal Toeplitz matrices for
L = 2, 3,4, respectively,

; -1 1 1 1
el /31 1
[ 11 . oi2n/3 . 1-1 1 1
-1 1 ) L e 1 1-1 1
11 1-1
(30)

For matrices that have different values of L > 4, one can use
the results in [45], which generates deterministic matrices that
are orthogonal Toeplitz and symmetric. Note that

a}yk = ab a} diag(h;)A6 + aan,
= abal diag(h;)A; 6;

+ aba) diag(h,)A; 0] +alm,, (31
where 0, =[1,0,....,0" VT A, =[a;,a,...,a/]",
0, =[0%,01+ 1), 0 D]T and Al = [a(r41), Ar42)s

.,ar]? and (- ) denotes the conjugate transpose operator.

Because of orthonormality of the vector set {aj,as,...,
a,;} and |0 < 1, it is clear that |a1 diag(h;)A,; 0, | >
|a diag(h;)A; 0, |. Therefore, we may incorporate the second
term on the right hand side of (31) or simply omit it. For
simplicity, we prefer to omit this term. It follows from (31) that

T

aly, = abaldiag(h,)A;6; +aln,, (32)

Keeping in mind thata, ® aj = 1, ¥/ and using (32), we define
Ty = aflm
— abal diag(hy)a; +aln,
= ab1lh; + a];nk
= ab(1XW;)c +aln, (33)
and

2k = a;}’k,

abal diag(hy)a; + abal diag(hy)ay + aln,
ab(ay ®a}) hy +ab1f hy 6 +aln,
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Stacking the observation vectors in (33) and (34), we arrive at
the following observation models

x=ab®ct+w € Cl*! 36)
and
z = ab®sc + abPicld + £ € cKx1 37
where
w= (Ix ®al)77tr c cKkx1
£= (Ig @al)py e !
e = [l,mb,... ] e ki
& = Iy ®10)0, e cKxP
P, = (Ix @ (as @al) )Ty € CKxD
U= [l el el e kil %)

Here note that the operation ® denotes the Kronecker prod-
uct. As seen from (28) and (38), the additive noise vec-
tor 1 is obtained by stacking the discrete time samples
{nlne — (L = D], nlng — (L= 2)],...,nlni] }p_, - So, the au-
tocorrelation matrix of the noise vectors 7y is defined as the
sub-matrix of the diagonal autocorrelation matrix R, in (56) as
follows

Rntr = [Ralgr (39

where, noting that time index starts from zero, [-]¢ represents
all entries whose both row and column indices are in the index
setof {ny — (L —2),n — (L —3),...,nx + 1}k - Toeplitz
matrix S;. in (28) is constructed w1th (2L — 1) training sig-
nals transmitted within one training block. Accordingly, discrete
time indices {nk }?:1 leading to the training blocks are chosen
as equally spaced such that

np = [(2k — DA + k(2L —1), k=1,2,..., K, (40)

where |- | rounds the number to its integer part. The number of
training blocks K should satisfy that

N-Q2L-1)K
2K
and A = 0 means that all transmitted signals are considered

as training signals. Accordingly, it is straightforward from (38)
that

A= > 0. (41)

_ #\ T T i N
= ab((ay ®a])' Wy )c+ab (1, ¥y)ch +ayn,, (34) Ro = (Ix ®aDRntr(IK 2 al)l 42)
where the transform matrix ¥, as in (20) is given within kth  apd
training block time interval {n; — m}m 0 by (35) shown at _ n F\t
the bottom of this page. Re=(Ix ® )Ry (Ix @ ay)'. (43)
Yo (nk — (L —1)) 1 (np — (L —1)) Yp1 (e — (L —1))
Yo (n — (L —=2))  r((nr — (L —2)) Yp-1(nk — (L —2))
) = e RMP. (35)
Yo () 1 () Yp-1(n)
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B. Estimation of Cascaded and RSI Channels

Signal term of the receive model in (36) does not depend on
# and this model is linear with respect to c. However, signal
term in (37) depends on both # and c. Hence, we estimate both
parameters in a successive way: first we estimate c using the
observation model in (36) and then using the estimate value of
c and regarding estimation error of ¢ in (37), we estimate 6. So,
using (36), we obtain the linear MMSE estimate of c as

¢ =TI'x, (44)

where the coefficient matrix T'f that minimizes the average MSE,
+E{(c—¢€)'(c — ¢&)}, is obtained as
c CD x K

rf= E{CXT} (E{XXT}) !

. -1
= ab'R P! <a2\6|2‘I’1Rc<I’{ + Rw)
. -1,
_ ab*(a2|b|2¢,‘lR;lq>1+Rgl) RS (45)

and the corresponding pre-computed estimation error covari-
ance matrix becomes

E{(c—&)(c - &)}
E{(c—¢)el} - B{(c - &)’}
~—————

0

R. =

= (Ip — bl ®)R.. (46)
After obtaining the linear MMSE estimate of c, in order to
take advantage of the statistical orthogonality principle of lin-
ear MMSE estimate ¢ and the estimation error € = ¢ — ¢, we
rewrite (37) as follows

z — ab®y¢ = abP ¢l + abPy(c — ¢) + abPi(c—¢)f + &
—_———

N

v: noise term
47

From (47), the linear MMSE estimate of 6 is obtained as follows

0

E{67 ¢} (E{zzT |é})712
= 02 (ab®,&)! (03 (ab®1 &) (ab®1 &) + R,) ' (z — abd,e)

0} (ab®1¢)' R, (z — ab®,¢)
1+ 02(ab®1¢)IR, (ab®€)’

(48)

where the pre-computed autocovariance of the noise term vector
v is given by

R, = Re + a?[b? (agcblecIﬂl + <I>2R€q>;). (49)
In order to evaluate the MSE performances, we present Bayesian
CRLB for each estimator of ¢ and . The exact derivations of
CRLBs are given in Appendix-C. After obtaining the ¢ and 6,
using (19) and (10), transmitted unknown symbols are deter-

mined by first linear MMSE estimation and then rounding to
nearest constellation point.
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TABLE I
SIMULATION PARAMETERS

Sampling Frequency (Fs = 1/T%) 600 KHz
Observation Time Length (7' = NT%) 2007
Number of BEM coefficients (D) 2
Number of Training Blocks (K) 4
Effective Length of RSI Loop (L) 2,3, 4
Training Block Length (2L — 1) 3,5, 7

Normalized Doppler Frequency ( ]EZT,I =1,2)/0.01, 0.1

RSI Channel Power (©22) 0.01, 0.1 Watt

Channel Power on the Ith link (27,1 =1,2) |1 Watt

Average Relay Transmit Power (F) 1 Watt

Modulation Formats BPSK, QPSK, 16-QAM
Transmit Signal Power (o2) 1 Watt

C. Computational Complexity

In this subsection, we evaluate the computational complex-
ity of the proposed estimation algorithms in terms of complex
multiplications (CMs) and complex additions (CAs). The com-
putational complexity of the proposed estimation algorithm is
determined by observation block length /N, number of train-
ing blocks K, number of BEM coefficients D and the adopted
effective length of the RSI channel L.

Each of z; and z; in (33) and (34) is transformed from the
observation vector y;, corresponding to kth training block and
needs DL CMs and D(L —1) CAs, and thus, by stacking
them, the overall calculation of each of x and z in (36) and (37)
requires K DL CMs and K D(L — 1) CAs. We should note that
the matrices R, o R., and R¢ are pre-computed, and following

in a sequential manner, the matrices T, R, and R, are also
pre-computed. So, we will not take these matrices into account
in the complexity calculations.

It is straightforward that the estimator of c in (44) requires
DK CMs and D(K — 1) CAs, and consequently according to
the real valued orthogonal transformation matrix in (19), the es-
timator of the time-varying cascaded channel takes N D /2 CMs
and N (D — 1) CAs.Inthe estimation of f in (48), calculation of
the term ab®; ¢ needs KD CMs and K (D — 1) CAs. In addi-
tion, the calculation of (ab®;¢)'R;! thatis involved two times
in (48) takes K? CMs and K (K — 1) CAs and the calculation
of the term (z — ab®,¢) uses K CAs. The rest of calculations
in the estimation of # need 2K + 1 CMs and 2K — 1 CAs. As
a result, the overall computational complexity load of 6 in (48)
is K2 + K(D+2)+1CMsand K + (K —1)(D+2) +1
CAs. Consequently, we calculate the total complexity cost of the
proposed estimators is ND/2 + K? + 2K (DL + D + 1) + 1
CMs and N(D —1)+ K>+ K(2DL+ D +2) — (3D + 1)
CAs which is linear in N, D, L, and quadratic in K. Finally,
since K, D and L take small integer values as seen in Table I,
we conclude that the total computational complexity load to
implement our estimation algorithms is significantly low.

D. Training Overhead

In our system setup, we use K training blocks in order to
estimate the cascaded and the RSI channels. Each training block
consists of a training sequence with length of 2L — 1 which
means that there is total K (2L — 1) training symbols among
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the N transmitted symbols. We can define the training overhead
metric as a percentage of the total number of training symbol to
the number of transmitted symbol as follows

K(2L — 1)

N x 100.

K= (50)
In our system setup, training overhead measure k% takes the
values of 10%, 12%, and 14% for L = 2, 3 and 4, respectively.
As we can see from (22), the number of BEM coefficients D
increases with more mobility between source, relay and desti-
nation nodes, or with larger observation time length. In order
to estimate D unknown BEM coefficients, we need K > D ob-
servation equations that are obtained by deploying K equally
spaced training blocks within total observation time length to
track the time-varying cascaded channel. On the other hand, as
the power of the RSI channel increases, the adopted effective
length of the RSI loop L should be increased in order to cancel
higher powers of the RSI channel. This results larger training
blocks. As seen from (22), it is possible to reduce the training
overhead by increasing the total observation time length which
trades off computational complexity with training overhead.

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS

In this section, we present computer simulation results to
assess the performance of FD-AF-OWRN operating with the
proposed channel estimation algorithm and the training model.
While evaluating the system performance, the time-varying flat
fading channels are generated directly by using singular value
decomposition (SVD) method [46] that exploits the autocorre-
lations of the individual channels given in (1). However, we use
DLP-BEM while estimating the cascaded channel. Simulation
parameters are chosen as in Table I. The estimates of the RSI and
the cascaded channels are performed by the low complexity lin-
ear MMSE estimation technique using two decoupled training
signal models that are obtained by exploiting the orthogonality
of one-sample consecutive orthogonal training blocks. In order
to test the performance of the FD-AF-OWRN operating under
various scenarios, SER and MSE simulation plots are taken in
four categories such as for different values of RSI channel power,
mobility, adopted effective length of RSI loop and modulation
format. In these figures, SER and MSE results are compared
with the perfect channel state knowledge (CSI) and the CRLB
results, respectively.

The plots in Figs. 2, 3 and 4 show the system performance
for different values of RSI channel power. Fig. 2 exhibits the
MSE performance of the linear MMSE estimator of the RSI
channel for different values of RSI channel power. In Fig. 2, we
observe performance gaps between MSE and relevant CRLB
curves increasing with the higher SNR levels. As we see from
the curves, gaps between MSE and relevant CRLB curves get
smaller as the RSI channel power becomes smaller. These gaps
occur because of the fact that the overall additive noise vector £
in (37) still nonlinearly depends on RSI channel to be estimated.
On the other hand as seen in Fig. 3, the proposed linear MMSE
estimator of the DLP-BEM coefficient vector almost attains the
CRLB for the RSI channel power around 3 = 0.01 Watt. As
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Fig. 2. MSE of 6 vs. SNR results for different Qg values. (N = 200, K =
4, L= 3, fDlT = fDQT = 0.01, QPSK COHSt.)
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Fig. 3. Average MSE of ¢ vs. SNR results for different 52% values. (N =

200,K =4,L =3, fp;T = fp»T = 0.01, QPSK const.)
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Fig.4. SER vs. SNR results for different SZ% values. (N =200, K =4,L =
3, fp1T = fp2T = 0.01, QPSK const.)

observed from the curve plotted for 23 = 0.1 Watt, the proposed
estimator of the DLP-BEM coefficient vector gets away from
CRLB for higher RSI channel powers. This is because the fact
that the adopted effective length of RSI loop (L) is taken as 3
for both Q2 = 0.01 Watt and Q2 = 0.1 Watt values. In fact, the
adopted effective length of RSI loop should be set up to higher
values for higher RSI channel powers. On the other hand, the
value of Q3 = 0.1 as we consider as a benchmark means that
10% of the average transmit power at the relay (Pr) is dissipated
as RSI channel power and is too high and not encountered in
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Fig. 6. Average MSE of c vs. SNR results for different normalized Doppler
values. (N = 200, K =4,L = 3, Q(Q) = 0.01, QPSK const.)
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Fig. 7. SER vs. SNR results for different normalized Doppler values. (/N =

200, K =4,L = 3,02 = 0.01, QPSK const.)

practice. As shown in Fig. 4, the resulting SER performance
for 22 = 0.01 Watt achieves to SER performance that is plotted
under perfect CSI scenario. However, a SER performance loss
is observed for the case of 23 = 0.1.

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 exhibit the MSE and SER performances of the
proposed estimators for the normalized Doppler frequencies of
0.01 and 0.1. In Fig. 5, we observe that higher Doppler does not
degrade the MSE performance. This is not surprising, since our
BEM captures fast variations of the channel, and larger Doppler
does not cause a mismatch between our channel model and the
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true channel. As seen from the curves in Fig. 6, the proposed
estimator of the DLP-BEM coefficient vector almost attains
the CRLB for both Doppler frequencies. In Fig. 7, the SER
performance achieves the SER performance of the perfect CSI
case for the normalized Doppler frequency of 0.01. Even if the
MSE performance of the RSI channel estimator in Fig. 5 is better
for the normalized Doppler frequency of 0.1, we still observe a
SER performance loss in Fig. 7 for the same Doppler frequency.
Thus, we conclude that the performance of the cascaded mobile
channel dominates the performance of the RSI channel estimator
while obtaining the resulting SER performance.

In Figs. 8 and 9, we investigate the MSE performances of
the proposed estimators for three different values of the adopted
effective length of RSI'loop . It is clearly seen from these figures
that the proposed estimators are having better SER and MSE
performances as the value of the adopted effective length of RSI
loop increases.

Figs. 10, 11 and 12 depict the MSE and SER performance
curves of the proposed estimators for binary phase shift-keying
(BPSK), quadrature phase shift-keying (QPSK) and 16-ary
quadrature amplitude modulation (16QAM) signaling formats.
As seen from the curves in Figs. 11 and 12, MSE performances
for the constant envelope type modulation (i.e., BPSK, QPSK)
formats are the same. Especially, the proposed estimator of the
DLP-BEM coefficient vector almost attains the CRLB for each
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signaling format and the resulting SER performances achieve to
SER performances of the perfect CSI cases.

V. CONCLUSIONS

In this work, we have employed the DLP-BEM to represents
the time-varying cascaded channel by BEM coefficients that are
a finite set of parameters to be estimated. We have proposed
a new training frame structure in which one-sample consecu-
tive orthogonal training blocks are sent by the source node and
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delivered to the destination over FD-AF relay. Exploiting the or-
thogonality of training blocks, we have obtained two decoupled
training signal models, each of them for the linear MMSE based
estimation of the RSI channel and the BEM coefficient vector of
the cascaded channel. The Bayesian CRBs for both estimators
are derived. We have tested the SER and MSE performances of
the FD-AF-OWRN operating under various scenarios such as
for different values of RSI channel power, mobility, adopted ef-
fective length of RSI loop and modulation format. Simulations
illustrate that the MSE performance of the proposed estimator
for the DLP-BEM coefficient vector almost attains the CRLB
and the FD-AF-OWRN system has excellent SER performance
under these scenarios.

APPENDIX A
CALCULATION OF THE AUTOCORRELATION MATRIX OF 7}

First, we need to derive the expectations Ep{HH}} and
E{){H(T) H,} that are used while obtaining the autocorrelation
matrix of the overall additive noise vector 1 and the power scal-
ing factor in Appendix-B, respectively. Since 6 ~ CN (0, 07)
with o7 = a?Q} , it can be easily shown that Ey{|0|*"} =
m!o;™ and

E{07(0")"} = Eo {|01""} d[p —d]
Ey {1017} 6[p — d]

= play? dlp — g,

(51)
where d[-] is the Kronecker ¢ function. Using (13) and (51), we

can show that
N

Z Ey {[Ho]p-,m [HO]Z,W}

m=1

{EQ{HOHE}}

p,q

min(p,q)—1
— Ey {9(1)—m—1)(9*)(1]—m—1)}

m=1

p—1
= 3 B {ioPe ol -

m=1

= S E (P ol — g

= Jp|dlp —ql, (52)

where

p—2

Ipl = mlai™, p=1,2,... N,

m=0

(53)

and (-)" denotes the Hermitian transpose operator. From (52),
we conclude that By {HyHJ, } isan N x N diagonal matrix with
pth diagonal entry given in (53). Note that the first entry on the
main diagonal J[1] = 0 by the definition of summation since
the final value of the summation index is less than initial value
for p = 1in (52). In other words,

Ep{HyH} } = diag{¥[1],9[2],...,9[N]}.  (54)
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Following similar steps in (52), we can obtain also
Ey{H|H,} = diag{0[N O]},

It is straightforward that the overall additive noise vector 7 in
(11) is zero-mean non-Gaussian random vector whose autocor-
relation matrix can be obtained as

R, = E{m'}
= E{(QHQH[)Wl + Wz)(aHgH()Wl + Wg)-l-}

N —1],... (55)

= 20} E{H,HH H}} + 021y
= a%o? [E{Hng} @E{hth}} + o2y

= o*O3of diag{V[1],9[2],...,9[N]} + 031y, (56)

where © is the Hadamard product and note that R, is a diagonal
matrix which means that the samples of the time domain overall
additive noise are uncorrelated.

APPENDIX B
CALCULATION OF POWER SCALING FACTOR

In the AF protocol, the relay amplifies the received signal by
factor a > 0 to satisfy the average transmit power constraint.
From (2), (15), (16) and (11), the transmitted signals at the relay
can be given by

S9 = OLHQ (Hls + Wl), (57)
and the average transmit power of the relay is defined as

| V-l ,

n=1

P,

1 4
N E{sls;}

a2

- < E{(Hys +wi) Ey{H|Ho}(Hys + w) }. (58)

In this calculation, we approximate Hj, with its truncated version
with the maximum 2nd power of o7 since 07 < 1. Under this

approximation, the entries of the diagonal matrix Fjy {HZ)HO}
are given in (53) as

I[1] =
Ip] = 140} + 204, p

0,92] =1, 9[3] = 1407,
=4,5,...,N. (59)

Making the training signal power equal to the transmit signal
2

power o7, assuming /N > 1 and using (55), we obtain
LN
_ 20022 2\ *
P = o’ (Qo; +‘71)N Zﬁ[p]
p=1
N —1)+ (N —2)oj +2(N - 3)oy
_ a2(9%03+0%)( )+ ( )oy +2( )Ty
N
> 20?4+ 03)(1+ of + 203). (60)

Multlplymg both sides of (60) with Q3 /(Q2 0?2 + o7 ) and recall-
ing o7 = a*Q3, (60) can be rearranged as he following cubic
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equation of o}
2(03)° + (09)* + 05 — P =0, 1)

where P = Q3 P, /(Q302 + 0}). One real root and a pair of
complex conjugate roots of (61) are found as

of = —%+E+F,
11
of = —5 - i(E—s—F)—I—M(E F),
11
of = —5 - §(E+F)—£(E F), (62

respectively, where

b {2 b JC ()

PG ()] @

17
Since o must be real, eventually it is calculated with respect to
real valued root given in the first line of (62) as follows

[ 2
oy 1 /1
p— —_— = — —_—— E F.
a Q% o 6 + £+

APPENDIX C
EVALUATIONS OF BAYESIAN CRAMER RAO LOWER BOUNDS

F= _3

(64)

In this appendix, Bayesian Cramer Rao Lower Bounds
(CRLBs) on the MSEs for the estimation of the unknown pa-
rameter sety = [0 ¢”]7 are derived. There are various Bayesian
CRLB on the error correlation matrix in the literature[47]. For
CRLB evaluations we use the following observation model

r=p+¢, (65)
that is obtained by stacking the observations in (36) and (37),

where

r— X —ab @1C
|z = Pyc+ Picl

I @2 ] . (66)

w
C: |:£:| :Tntr,T: |:IK®32

The classical Bayesian CRLB for the estimation of the parameter
set vy is given by
By =13 (67)
where J is the Bayesian Fisher Information Matrix (FIM)
defined as
I - E { dlogp(r,v) dlogp(r,v) }
v = Lfry - T
o~y o~
0 log p(r, )
- (leartey
v oy
However, in our model, Bayesian FIM is intractable. Instead of
the Bayesian CRLB in (67), we use following tractable Bayesian

(68)
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CRLB [47], [48]
By = En, {4} (69)

that is the average of the (67) over nuisance parameter hy. The
Bayesian FIM in (69) is defined as

dlogp(r,v|hy) 310gp(r,7|h2)}
ov* ot
9% log p(r,~y/hy) }
Oy oyt ’

J’Y\hz = Ers'ﬂhz{

B, { (70)

In [48], itis stated that exact ordering between the bounds in (67)

and (69) is not possible and, in some cases, (69) can be tightest
bound. J.p, in (70) can be expressed as the sum of J., data
and Jyp, PHOT that are the Fisher Informations evaluated from

data and prior information, respectively:

Ty, = ydata JrJprior’ 1)
where
jlaw _ g {810gp(r|%h2) 6’logp(rl'y,hz)}
o oy onT
Y Y
_ _g {82 logp(r|%h2)}
r,y|hy Oy oyT
i dlogp(v|hy) Ologp(v|hy)
Jprlor = E ‘
~[h2 { v+ o7 }
9* log p(|hy)
= —-F {7} 72
~[hy Oy o~T (72)
Taking v, = 0 and v, = ¢ with v = [v¥ 427, each of Jdata

and JPOT can be partitioned into sub-matrices as follows
Jdata _ nglata J12data Jprior _ { Jprlor T prlor]
J21data Jzzdata Jo1 prlor J,,Prior
(73)
and using rightmost expectations in (72), the sub-matrices of
FIMs can also be defined as follows

op log p(r|0, c, hy .
Jijdata = —Er,(f,c\hz{ 8,7( apy )}, 1,0 € {172}
? J
9% log p(r|0,c,h
= —E@Ec\thr|67c,h2{ %:(a'v 2)} (74)
J
and
i & logp(f,clhy)y .
J; puor — _p —_— € {1,2
] 0,C|h2{ a"/:a’}’f }7 1,7 { ’ }
_ _Ey{c’)? logp(9)} B, {82 logp(C\hQ)}
Ov;0vT T gyronT

(75)
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In (74) and (75), note that {r|0,c,hs} ~CN (i,
{c|hy} ~ CN(0p, R, ) together with

3)) and

%= E{CCT|9,c7h2}
= YE{ngn}|0,c,hy} Y
=¥ [B{nnlo, ¢ ho}] T
= ‘I‘{a o1 (HoHT) (h2h§) + cr%IN]trTT € 22K
(76)

and

0%
00
Rep, = E{cc”hz}

= Y[a*o}(@QuH]) © (hoh))] YT eck, q7)

=" E{hh'|h, } ¥

= 0T [Ry, © (hoh))] ¥ € cP*P, (78)
where Qy = 0H,/00. Using the following matrix identities
ozt o)
— _ E—l e 2—1
00 00
0log det(X) ox
TSNS bl 3o
BT, trace BT, '
trace [ 33| = trace [ 3931 |, (79)
we obtain the sub-matrices of FIMs as follows
Jndata
B 0 10X ou' op
EgEChQ{trace[ae*Z 20 ¥ }+89*2 20

= E(,{trace[ge* - 1(?;9: D 1Ec‘h2{%ggj }]}

data op'! —1871‘
Joo = By B, { e b 8CT}
op' oy Op
0{ Jc* oc” }
J12data — Og, Jﬂdata — OD (80)
where
O _ oy x|, 2ul_(myr
00 ®ic|’ 90* 00
Du_ g By ] 2By
OcT Py, + P10 Oc* OcT
o opt 00 ¥
\hz{£ al;* } = |ab|? [ } ® (®1Repn, @) 8D
. 1 -
J,,Prior —. Jp,Prior — g1

o} clhy
0%, o, prior _ — 0,

J prlOr (82)
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As seen (80) and (82), FIM matrices J43 and JPTIOT ape plock
diagonal matrices, so the inverse of the FIM J ~|hs is a block
diagonal matrix that can be partitioned as follows

By = En, {J:/|1h2 }

B, {(Jdata JrJprior)f1}
(5%

0p B (83)
where By and B, represent Bayesian error covariance bound for
the estimation of # and c, respectively, and they are calculated
as

By = Eh2{(JudataJrJHprlor)fl}’

B. = Ep, {(J22data +J22prlor)71}. (84)

To compute the expectations in (80) and (84) with respect to
0 and c, respectively, we simply use the Gibbs sampling tech-
nique and generate samples from pdfs 61’} ~ CA(0,02), i =
1,2,...,N;y and hy') ~ CN(0,Ry,), 7 =1,2,..., N, then
calculate Gibbs samples of the sample means of the expressions
inside the expectations and replace sample means with the ex-
pectations. Eventually, Bayesian MSE bound for the estimation
of 6 is obtained as

MSEy = E. o{|0 — 6*} > By, (85)

and consequently, average Bayesian MSE bound for the estima-
tion of the vector c is found as

Average MSE,; = % B {(c— &)f(c— ¢)}

%trace [Brecf(c—¢)(c—¢)'}]

1
> D trace [BC] .
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